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OfJR Fathers in foiinmg tlio Federal CoHstitulion entered 
into a guilty coraprom'ao on the subject of Slavery, and 
heavily is their sin now visited upon tlieiv children. By that 
instruuient, the continuance of the African filfvve-tracle was 
guarant(3cd for tv/onty years ; — a larger pToportional repre- 
aevAtation in Congress, and a larger vote in the election of the 
Executive, was accorded to the' slave-holding, than to the 
other States : — the power of the nation was pledged to keep 
the slave in subjection ; and shoxild he ever escape frora his 
fetters, his master was authorized to pursue and to seize 
him, in any and every of the sovereign States, composing 
our wide-spread confederacy. 

We are not about to exhibit the corrupting influence of 
tula compact on tho religious sympathies and sentiments of 
our countrymen, in regard to slavery ; nor is it our present 
purpose to trace the retributive justice of Heaven in tiiafi 
recklessness of human life, and in. tBat contempt of human 
and divino obligations, v/hich are burrying on tho slave 
States to anarchy and barbarism ; or in the eagerness eo 
generally exhibited by our northern politicians and mer- 
chants, to barter the constitutional rights of themselves and 
their feilow-citizens, for the votes and «:he trade of the South.* 

We propose simply to take a view of the actic n of tho Ftjd- 



' Before tiiiy lanj^uago in condcmncfl as harsh and exaggerated, b?g 
the reaclor to i-actiU some of tha 'trotninen'. events of tho iast few years, con- 
Jioctod with this subject: — the Lynch olubs and crufil inflictions of ihc 
South, — tho sacking of tho Charleston post-office, — tho wholesalo and un- 
punished murders at Vicksbiirg, — and the frequent burnings alive of iicgroes, 
and in particular,, of Mcintosh, takci by tho citizens of St. Louis from the 
priso.., chained to a Ueo, and consr.med by a slow il'.e — and the advice, of 
Judge Lawless to the grand jury, not to notice the diabolical atrocity, becauso- 
it was in fact, tho act of the comi;iiinity ! As to the North, we point in our 
justificodon, to tho innumerable mobs excited by politicians, against the 
friends of emancipation, — the various aiteiiipts made by tho stats authori- 
■ ties to propitiate the South, by a surrender of the freedom of speech, ami of- 
tho press, — to the zeal of tht." merchants in our seaports, in getting up p.nti- 
abolition meetings, to the conflagration of Pennsylvania Kail, asd to the 
raartyrdom of Lovejoy. In truth, our v.'holo land is ctr<;v.'ed with mor.umetitB 
of the wickedness ant\ tyranny of slavery — monuments, which declare in no 
doubtful language, that our great national sin is not yilhccdcd by Him,, to. 
nhorn vengeance belongeih. 
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•orid Govornment, in lieliulf of slavery, a subject :;iiat iiao 
■yet been but partially investigated ; and we flatter ouveeb/cs, 
that in tbo, course of oui' inquiries, wg isball tlevelopo facts, 
wliicli, with Bomo at least of our roadei-a, will possess the 
w> mt of novelty. These facts for <iie moat part, derive their 
origin from 

The FeUERAL E-ATSO Of? EF;PREGEN'i?AT10M. 

The Constitution provides fchat the /SYnembers of the Lower 
House of Congress shall be proportioned to the free inhabit- 
^nt3 of the States they represent, excq>t that in each Stale, 
three-lifths of the slave population shall be for this purpose 
considered as free inhabitants. In othor words, every five 
slaves are to be counted as three white persons. For ex- 
ample, if by law every 60,000 free inhabitants may elect a 
representative, a district containing 45,000 whites and 25,- 
000 slaves, becomes by the Jedei'al ratio entitled to a mem- 
ber. This stipulation in the Constitution has from the be- 
ginning given the slavehold.^>i,5 an "ondue weight in the na- 
tioiial councils. A few instances will illustrate its practical 
effect.'^ The whole number of the House of Representa- 

NoTH BY .T. C. Jacksow. 

* At the time Judge Jay published hia latest Gditjon of llio " View," the re- 
lative position cf the North and South in Congress was different from what it 
is now. We think it best to let tho text stand ar, it is, and insert in the form 
of a note the alteratiiinsi which she last cpnous and tho apportionment law of 
iS'ii, render it tiQ^eazr-.iy to inuke. 

Tho whole number of Reprosentallves in Co.igrefis ia 275. Of these, the 
Jicxiza co:itain3 sent from 26 Statoy ; ilivlded equally bctvvcen tho North 
and tho South. At tho Inst census, the olavaholding States had a free pop- 
ulation of 4,740,427, and a representation in tho House under tho now law 
of 88 members; whilo the free States v/ith a population of 9,835,571 have 
only 135 membani in tho House. Ono representative in aliowcil to 70,680 
nnhabitasits, and in cases when the fraction exceeds 38,000, in a State, it 
draws an additional member. By this operation, Rhode Island, SoutSs Car- 
olina, Alabama, Tennessee, Indiana, and Illinois, each gain a member. 

Were the slaves not enumerated, the slave States would have tut 67 mem- 
bers 5 their number of slave Itspresentatives is therefore 21. If free popu- 
lation ware the basis of representation in the Federal Govemmentj ns h is in 
tlie majority of tho States, tho slave States would have 

In the Senate, 13 membsrs. 

In the House, 67 

Elcciorui votes foj President, 80 

They have In the Senate, 26 memberfl. 

In the House, 88 

Electoral votes for President, 114 
Thei operation cfthis principle is Been jn the c-stiuiuto fcolo'.v : 
Ohio with a population of 1,519,465, has 21 members; wliile Virgifiia 
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fives x;i present scat; fi'om 2G Ktatos. OX these, the 
following are slave States, "vi^ : — " DeiaAvave, Mcirylund, Vir- 
giiua, Noitli Carolina, Soutli Carolina., Georgift, Kentucky, 
TGnnosaoo, Alabama, B'liesiasippi, Louisiana, Missouri, and 
Ai-katisns. These States with a free population of 3,823,389, 
havo 100 itiembera ; while the free States witli a free popu- 
lation nearly double, "vdx. 7,003,451, have only hi2 luewibsrt;. 
Oiio jrepreaentativo is ut present allowed to 47,'700 inhabit- 
ants). Now were the slaves omitted iu the enumerc'aon, the 
slave States would have only 75 members. Hence it follows, 
that at the present moment, the slaveholding interest has a 
representation of TWENTY -jJIVE members in additian. to 
the fair and equal represejitdiion of the free inhabitants. 
There is certainly no good roasoTi why the owners of human 
chattels, ahould by the fundamental law of a Repiblic, have 
greater privileges av/avded to them than to the holders of 
any other kind of property whatever. But sucli is the com- 
pact ; w« seek not to change or viokte it, but only to explain 
its operation. 

Eacli State has as many votes ^ov President as it has mem- 
bers of Congress. The rule of representation in the Lowei* 
House has already been explained ; in the Senate it is differ- 
ent : and each State, whatever b© its population, has two 
Senators, and no more. The free population of the slav& 
States, as already stated, is that of the others ; but their 
mimher being et*[ual, their represoxii-aticB. in the Senate- is alao 
equal. 

If free popnlatioii were the principle of represeBtatioi^ in 
the Feaersl Government, aa it is vnth scarcely aii exception 
in all the States, the slave States would B^ive 



In the Senate, 13 me^ahets. 

In the House, , 75 

Electoral votes for President, 88 . 

They 7iave In the Senate, 26 members. 

In the House, ' 100 

Siectoral votes for Presideui;, 126 

- i. '■ ■ '■* '" ..... • ; 



with a ■/Vee wliitc population of 72"o,65?), lesa th^xn half of that of Ohio, hm'- 
15 siSGmbeia; . on the principle of equal rcptasentation she would h'<i-- 
entitled to' but 10 mcmbcra. Pencgylvania has 26 electoral votes; while 
South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Kentucky,, 
with afrse populutioaof only 263,032. viiore than Ponnajkcjjia^ bavo 5^. 
electoral votes. ■ ■ 
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INFLUENCE IN CONGRESS. 



Here we iiod the secret of the power of. the Souths and of 
tho obsequiouenesG of the ' North. Ohio,, with a populati6ii 
of 947i000i has 19 members ; while Virginia, with a free 
population of 200,000, less, has two members more. Take 
another example. .Pennsylvania has 30 electoral votes ; the 
States- of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Louisiana, and Kentucky, vdth m aggregate, £ree population 
of 189,791 1€5!> than Pennsylvania, have SS* electoral votes T i 

It cannot be supposed that this vast and most unequal 
representation and consequent political power, will be un- 
employed by its possessors. On the contrary, the slavehold- 
ers in Congress have uniformly succeeded in effectin{j their 
objects, when united among themselves. In 1836, this slave 
power iq Congress was adroitly turned to pecuniary! profit. 
The Surplus Revenue remaining in the Treasury on^the Ist 
of January, 1837, was to be distributed, and the rule of dis- 
tribution became a question. The income, it is; true, had 
been derived . chiefly irom the industry and enterprise of the 
North; but the South insisted, and with her usual success j 
that instead of dividing the money according to population, 
it should be apportioned amoug the States according td their' 
electoral votes. By this rule, ,the slave States, notwithstanding,' 
their inferiority ii^ population, would ^hare alike %vith ;thei 
free/ so far as regarded the number of their Senators j. and 
with regard to their representatives, they would, secure an 
apportionment of money on account of tibree-fifths of their , 
two millions of slaves. } 

, -:Th6 aunjrj&lotted by this gross; and monstrous i^ule to the 
States of J South Carolina, G^eorgia, Alabanaa, Mississippi^: 
Louisiana, and' Kentucky, was $6,7.54 j5SS> jvhile Pendsjrl-: 
vania with a free population larger than that ,of all these six. 
Stat^ together, was to receive only $3,823,353 j ; so. that in 
fact the slaveholders of these States received man for man; 
just about t^vice as as many dolltuM fiipm the natiOTaJ T^ 
ury, as, the hardworking citizenVof Pennsylvania! Now as 
the free States have a numerical majority of membera,rit:fe^^ 
important to investigate the souncEs^oF ^tiiiJ^f s^^^ 
INPLiiJENCE IN C6ngbe88.v Thoso naay^feo regarded as three- 
fold; first, their; anxiety^to protect .find peiyftuj^ter sltiyeiy^: 
renders the southern members united in v<rhateyerjqjeMures 
i^iey, consider , impprtx^^ for this purpMe, while? thjet-r 
Bentatives fromihe ibJoriih.having np common bond© 
are divided in opinion and eSTorti Secondly, ,ia' dlftve Stilti^; 
having more yotes toljestdw on a'pr^^ 
more members in Congres's.to support or oppose t^iei^dio^ 
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istratioxx than a free State of equal white population^ 5u of 
course, of greater consequence in the estimation of politS* 
cidns ; and hence arises an. influence reaching to every mea- 
sure, and weighing upon every question. The- peculiar 
character of the southern gendemen, together with dieir ob- 
servation of the servility of the northern politicians, have in- 
duced them to resort, and with great success, tp intimida- 
tion ea a third means of influence. 

The practice adopted by the slaveholders of threatening 
on all occasions to dissolve the Union, unless they arie per- 
mitted to govern it, has been too lonig and firmly established 
to need illustration. We will at present merely give a few 
recent instances of outrageous menaces ; and to justify what 
we have said of the servility of northern politicians, it is suf- 
• ficient to observe, that these menaces were unrebuked. 

On thp 18th of April, 1836, a pedtidn aj^ainst the contin- 
uance df slavery in the'/Difetrict of Columbid was presenited 
tt) the House of Represeiitaitivies; when Mr. SpEiorix of 
North Carolina declared in his plac^, that " he had jfreat re^ 
spect'fer the chair as' an officer the House, and a' great 
respect fot him persbhally, and nothing hiit tUat re^^ot J^i^^ 
vented him from rushing to the table and icamg- ^yiai petiMchi 
to. pieces.^ . Of course it vsras to be uhderstopd, that the pii'der 
of the house' land the rightk of noithprh petitioners Were, 
sp^cted 'iiot from ^tniy con^titutioriial obligations, but BQiely 
because the speaker, himself , a slaveholder, was accp^table 
to southern' gentlemen^ r ' * .. , /• - 

. ,Mr.' Hammond of South Carolina, the same sessipi^ in a 
speech, used the fdUpwing lan^uag)?.; " I warnth|a^kbpij^pn< 
ista, ignorant, infatuated ijf chance 

sh^U' tibrpw , any of them into imr. ^u^nds^ he , pwijj. JDxpect ja 

^^!?^^?'v ;i ^ > • ; ■,; ■ i ' i ' : : " ^ r /' i ■ j'i'i-Rn! I • ■ 

rem^ff^^ Senate, (January, ^18318,): 

" If abolitionists went to Georgiai .they would vbpjvai^B^Jli. A- '; 
^d rMr,.]?B,B^?^»N declf^ eame^ debS^"rr- ** J*et:»n 

abpli^pnist: cpnae withip the bpydpirs of 3outh Gaa^linajiif/we 
csai;cateh him, w^ wHl try 14in,.awd;no,tvdthBtandin^^i^ 
interf^npe .of allthe ,gpyerhnjetits:,0tt efiWhi inchiding?:^!^ 
F,ejierd,Gt(V^rnm§ntj, we-iV?^^ .; . ^rr £? 

It seems probable from these deelaratio'i? thkt aboli^n- 
it^ts^in thdr.'toaflaettt tasvpfa, willimeet witL, ^' basSj^Ti^ns" 
quite; asiff ignorant and inisMated?^(asthemsetVeB ;^^^^ 
i^at)Bhouid membejaofGiragi^ 

ly identify themselves Vidth apolitinniBta, aAd aftdtnii^ enw 



PRESIDENTTIAL CANDIPATfiS. 



tibie slaare region^ they could Boi compliEiit^of not having he&ix 
eisci^icitly warned that the gibbet was to be theit fate. 

Such aie the Bonrceft aitiie eJaiirehoIding infiueuce in Cdni 
gresSi - The followuig pages will exhibit many of the results 
of this influence, and the firsfe to ^hich the reader^sattentioi]^ 
isca^ed^is ■ 

tuB OBSEdtlOUSNKSS OP Tfid:' 3?aaEsmiEiNTiAt , 

As slaveholders are ready to hang abolitionists when they 
can "patch" them, it is not to be supposed that they will 
elect any of the proscribed sect. President of the United 
States. Of course, it becomes important for such gentlemen 
as aspire to that honor, that their ideas on, the subject of hu- 
man ri^ts,; should be adapted to the meridian of the slave 
rerion. 

Previous to the last presidential canvass^ "Mx. Van Buben 
bein^ a candidate, thought it prudent to write a letter for 
pubhuation, containing the following' passage I prefer 
that not only you, bia$ all the people of the; TTnited States, 
shall now understand that if the de^ire of that portion of 
them which is favorable to my election to the chief magis- 
tracy should be ,gratifie<^> I must go into the presidential 
chsir the ijtfiexiile and wi^omprommng opponent of any at- 
tempt on the part of Congress to iabolish slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia> against the zmhes qf the slavehalding 
States." ■ .,, ■ ^ 

Mr» White was a rival candidate, and deemed it expedi- 
ent to give his pledge also, which he did in these terms : — 
" I do not believe Congress has the power to abolish slavery 
in the District of Col ombia ; and if that body did posis<ess the 
power, I think the exercise of it would bo the verp worst 
polic^. Holding these opinions, I veould act on them in kny 
situation in .which I could be placed, and for both reiasons 
would, if called on to act, withMld fny assent to any hill hav' 
ing in view atich an object " • 

6£NE)ftA& Haiuuson, a third candidate, also as we have 
understood, wrote his letter, but not ha,vin^ it before us can- 
not quote it We presume, however, it was thought suiH- 
d^nt, since anaddress in his behalf from his politick friends 
in Virginia, assured the public that *^heis sound to the core 
onAtSsaSijectofdavery!*^ , , 

Mt.WJQBSTEt^ the fourth and last candidate, had many 
yaa!rsi\befQre fiiUy committed himself as to the power of 
CoagreaariOVer slsverfr in the District. He gave no pledge, 
9}^^TQoelvcd nio vote fioin' any slave State.. 
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' Haying thus seen tbe extent of the slaveholding power in 
Congr'ess, and in edmo degree, its infiuen6d over puliticai 
partizanB,:we are prepared to investigate its direct action in 
protecting £(nd perpetuating the institution of slavery in; the 
united Stttes. The friend^ of that institution have slwaj^ 
looked ivith distrust an^ alarm upon the free colored people; 
and hav6 deekned it good pohcy to treat them with igitpzimny, 
and to prevent their acquisition of power end* ii^uence ; 
Hentfr'Uie''- . ^: ., ■ ■ m:;.'-.... ■.: 

Efforts op Tfim Federal CroVEPTraSENT T(i' bpjj'iiE 

DEGRADE THfi FrEE PEOPLE Oj* CoLioi^ 

The Constitution of the United States ackaowiedges no 
right or disqualification founded 6u complexion ;, hut those 
who have administered it, have made the tinctu;re of the 
of far greater importance than the qualit^e^ of eitiiier the 
head or the heart. So early iis 1790, Congress i passed an 
act prescribing the mode in which any a^en being a white 
person," might be naturalized and admitted to the rights of 
an American citizen. , : 

Two years after, an act was passed for organizing thie ini- 
litia, which was to consist of "-each and every free> able? 
bodied white malfe citizen," &Cv ; ISTo Other goven^pnt on 
earth prohibits any portion of its citizens; &pm participa^g > 
in the national defence ; and this strange an^ <^egra<Ung pror 
hibition, utterly repugnant to the principles, bpthpf ihp.lOe^ 
taxation , of Independence and of the Constitution j taarks the 
solicitude of the Federal Government to, , pursue the ;policy 
most agreeable to the BlaV.eholders. But not content with 
this insult^ to colored citizens, another,: and perhaps a still 
more wanton and malignant one, was oSer^ py the, Govieinii-^ 
ment in the act of 1 810, organizing the Post Of&CjB t)epart-, 
ment. The. 4th Section enacts that " no othejj than u free 
white person shall be employed in carrying the mail of the 
United States, either as a post-rider or driver of a carriage 
carryingthemaiV\under apenalty of fifty dollars, c , .i: ; 

Any Vagabond from Europe, any fugitiye: from? our own^ 
prisons, may take charge of the United States .ms^l ; but a, 
native bom American citizen, of unimpeachable moria^, and 
with property acquired by honest industry^ may* noti^if his 
sMnhe dark, guide the horses which draw the carriage in 
which a biig of newspapers is deposited! j , 

Such axe the insults heaped by the Federali Goyer&menf^ 
on the colored citizens throughout the States li , l^t<i>s see what 
eonduct it pui^ues towards them , on its, &im ^rritorift <>yer 
which it possesses " exclusive jurisdiction." 



In 1820, Congresa pafiaed a law atxthorizij/g the wiiiSTE 
citiz6iJ3 of the City of Washington to elect white city offi- 
cers; thus malting a loMtc shin ad indispensable qualification 
for both BuSrag«3 and' office. The wJiite officers thue elected 
by tihe wMtQ citizens, were specially empowered by the Ka* 
tional Legislature " to prescribe the temia and conditions on 
which jfiw negroes and vmlattocs snoy reside in, the city." In 
pursuarico of this grant of power, the wMte officers passed 
an ordinance (May 31, 1827,) requiring all the free colored 
persons then in Washington and wishing to remain, to be 
registered ; and enacting, that if any free man with a colored 
ekin should presume to play at cards, or even to be present 
while another freie colored person was playing, he should be 
fei6d not exceeding five dollars ; that if he should have a 
dance in his house, without permission from the wMte Mayor, 
he should be fined not exceeding ten dollars ; that should he 
take the liberty to go out of hia cwr* house after ten d clock 
at m'gr/i!!, without a pass from a Justice of the Peace, or 
*' some respectable citizen," (!) he might be compelled to 
pass the rest of the night " in a lock-up-house," and the next 
morning be fined ten dollars ; atfd should any dark complox- 
ioned free man be' guilty of drunkenness or profane lan- 
guage, he should be fined not exceeding three dollars. Thus 
we see with what zeal the Washington Corporation endea- 
vors to prevent the colored citizens from affecting the man- 
ners and fashions of their white brethren. But there are 
still more serious matters. A colored citizen from any of 
the States, taking up his residence in the Capital of the Re- 
public, is required within a certain time, not only to be re- 
gistered, but also to find itoo freeliold suroMes in the penalty 
of five hundred dollars, for his good behavior; and if he 
does not, he is to be imprisoned till he consents to leave the 
Beat of the Federal Government ; and if be does not prove 
that he is a freeman, he shall be sold as a slave to pay Ids 
jail fees ! ! 

Such are the abominable and iniquitous means used by 
and with: the sanction of Congress, for the degradation and 
oppression of colored citizens. We are next to take a view of 

SLik¥EEy UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE FEDERAL GOV- 
ERNMENT. 

It is well knovm that Congress is the local legislature of 
the District bf Columbia, and of all the territories belonging 
to the Union, and with powers far exceeding those possessed 
by any State Legislature, being unfettered with constitutional 
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restrictioas. The autliority vested in Congress over tlie 
DiGtrict and terrkonos, is virtually despotic, being an " ex- 
clusive jurisdiction in all cases whatsoever." Yet -we have 
long had slaveliolding tenritoiies. The vast domain acquiV' 
od by the purchase of Louisiana, has, under the authority 
of OongresB, been stocked with slaves, excepting so much 
as is north of 38^ degrees north latitude, which is, by act of 
Congress, specially prote- ted from the pollution. This very 
law is one of the most })rofligate and decided acts of the 
Federal Government in behalf of slavery; for by means of 
i't, the immense territory south of this line Was deliberately 
surrendered to all the cruelties and abominations of the sys- 
tem; it was moreover an express acknowledgement by the 
Government of its power to prohibit slavery throughout the 
wliote territory, and that it had made a compromise, a bar- 
gain between humanity and cruelty, religion and wicked- 
ness ; and had erected on an arbitrary line, a partition wall 
between slaverjr and liberty. 

But it is in the District of Golunlbia, and under the shadow 
of the proud Capitol, that the action of the Federal Govern- 
ment in behalf of slavery, is exhibited in its most odious asid 
disgTisting forms. We shall have occasion presently to ex- 
hibit the seat of the National Government, as the great slave 
mart of the Noi'th Amencan Continent, "furnished with all 
appliances and means to boot." The old slave laws of Vir- 
ginia and Maryland, marked by the barbarity of other days, 
form by Act of Congress, the slave code of the District. Of 
tliis code, a single sample will suffice. A slave convicted of 
setting fire to a building, shall have his head cut off, and his 
body divided into quarters, and the parts set up in the mozt 
public places ! But let it not be supposed that Congress 
has not itself legislated directly on the subject of slavery. 
An Act of iSth May, 1820, gives the Corporation of Wash- 
ington, power to " punish corporeally any slave for a breach 
of any of their ordinances." Happy would it have been for 
the honor of our country,' if the sympathies of its rulers in 
behalf of slavery, had been exhibited only on the national 
domain ; but they pervade every portion of the confederacy; 
as is but too apparent in 

The interference of the Federal Government, Foii, 

THE RECOVERY OP FUGITIVE SLAVES. 

The federal constitution contains the following clause: 
" No person held to service or labor in one State under tlie 
laws thereof, escaping into another, ohall in consequence of 
any law or regulation therein b© discharged from such ser- 
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vice or labor, but shall be delivered up cn claim of the party 
to wbom such Beryice or labor may bo due." 

At tho time thia conatitvxtion was ndopterl, the cultivation 
antl manufacture of cotton bad not eO far progressed, as to 
paratyzo by their profits, tlie conscience of the nation, or to 
divest it of the sense of shame ; and hence this clause al- 
though relating to slaves, forbears to name them. Is was 
inserted to satisfy the South ; and its obvious meaning is, 
that Slaves escaping into States in which slavery is abolished 
by law, shall not iksrefore be deemed free by the State au- 
thorities, but shall be delivered by those authorities, to his 
master. This clause imposes an obligation on tho States, 
but confers no power on Congress ; and the Constitution 
moreover declares, that " the powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to 
the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the 
people." Hence it follows that as the power of recovering 
these fugitives is not delegated to Congress, it is reserved to 
the several States, who are bound to make such laws as may 
be deemed proper, to authorize the master to recover his 
slave. Nevertheless, the Federal Government in its zeal for 
slavery, has not scrupled to assume power never delegated 
to it and has exercised that power in gross and contemptu- 
ous violation of every principle, which in free countries, di- 
rects the administration of justice. If a Virginian enters 
New- York, and claims as bis property a horse which he finds 
in the possession of one of our citizens, an impartial jury is 
selected to pass on his claim, -— witnesses are orally, anu 
publicly examined, — the claimant is debarred from all 
private intercourse v/ith the jury, — he may not be alone 
vwth them for a moment, nor may a whisper pass between 
them ; and when the trial is over, the jury retire to deliber- 
ate on their verdict, under the charge of an officer, who i& 
sworn to keep them apart, and not to suffer any person to 
speak with them ; nor can the horse be at last recovered but 
with the unanimous consent of the jury. But let the Vir- 
ginian claim, not the horse, but the CITIZEN HIMSELF 
as his beast of burden, and the Federal Government makes 
all things easy for him. By the Act of 1793, the slaveholder 
may himself without oath, or process of any kind, seize his 
prey, where he can find Mm, and at his leisure, (for no time 
is specified,) drag him before any Justice of the Peace" in 

In New-York the Legislature bas interfered, und forbidden a Justice of 
tbe Peace to act, nnd haa therefore virtunlly declai-ed the Act of Congress to- 
bo unconstitutionai, — an5 tHat.the powep of prescribing the mode in w¥.cli 
fugitives i5hnll be restored, belongs exclusively to. the States. 
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lliG place.; ■wbom lie inay pxofor. Thie Jaetice ia a etatc 
olEcer, and of 6.10 loweai: jiniicml grade, and uiidoi-- no legal 
oMigution to execute an Act of Cowgresg, and ontkled to no 
■foea foi: his services. He ia iilierefore pceiilualy actesslbla 
to improper influences. Before thia magistrate, wiio ia not 
authorized to compel tlio atteadanco of wittiesses in aucli a 
case, tlxe slaveholder brings liis victim, and if lie can satisfy 
this judge of his o^nh clioico, " hj oral testimony or cjfidavii," 
atid for auglit that appears in the law, hy his own oath, that 
his claim is well founded, the wretched prisoner is smTon- 
dered to* him as a slave for life, torn from his wife and chil- 
dren, bereft of all the rights of humanity, and converted into 
a chattel, — an article of merchandise, — a beast of burden !, J 
The Federal Constitution declares : — ■ " in suits at com- 
mon law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twen- 
ty dollars, the right of trial junY shall be preserved ; but 
the Act of 1793, in suits in which " the value ia controversy" 
exceeds all estimation, dispenses with trial by juxy, and in- 
deed with almost every safeguard of justice and personal 
liberty. 

This law, iniquitous as it is, does not require State officers 
to anticipate the pursuit of the slaveholder, and to seize and 
imprison their fellow men, on mere suspicion that they may 
be claimed as slaves. What the Fedewd Govemmetit dares 
not do in the States, it accomplishes on its own esciusive 
territory, and in a manner which, for atrocious viickedness 
and tyranny, leaves far in the shade the vilest acts of Euro- 
pean despotism. This is indeed strong language ; but alas ! 
language is too feeble adequately to represent the turpitude 
of the lawu and practices sanctioned by the Federal Gov- 
ernment, in the District under its " exclusive jurisdiction." 

By the Act of 1793, a Justice can tal'.e no step for the re- 
storation of a fugitive slave, till the fact of his being one is 
proved before him on oath. But in the Metropolis of fi: 3 
Nation, — in the city called by the name of the Fathe 
his Country, a Justice of the Peace may commit to the b 
TED States Prison, and into the custody of the Unitxjd 
States MARSHAtt any man he may choose to suspect of 
being a fugitive slave. Notice is then given in the newspa- 
pers of the commitment, and the unknown ovroar is warned 
to take away his property, or it will be sold according to 
LAW, to pay JAIL FEES. 

After the doors of the dungeon have closed upon the vic- 
tim, no magistrate, no court, no jury take cognizance of his 
claims to freedom. The jailor is the only tribunal to which 
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Ibe can appeal, Sio^d hoifdmntemted 9. tribunaV will presently 
he seewv If a freeman, no roaster can of' cQurse, lawfully 
. claim }ijm j afld npt being claimed, he . is sold at 1 auction , to 
crajse/moaoy to pay an officer of the: Federc^ Government for 
the trouble and expense: of keeping him a? few weeks .itt 
prison. ; What civilized government of the: old world jirao' 
ticea more execrable wickedness 1* ! 1 

. The whole depth of this villany is not yet sounded^ The 
diaclosures we are now about milking should make every ear 
to, tingle and every heart to quake.: No doubt it vn\l occur 
to many that if a free man, all the' prisoner has do, to ob- 
tain his: liberation, is to prove, his feeedom. , Erdve hia fiee- 
, dom while locked up in his cell !. Where is his counsel T 
—where his process for commanding the attendance of wit- 
-Tiesses^ where the court sitting; in open 'day to investigate 
5iis right to freedom ? where the jury to |)a83 upiin his case^ 
The marshal, or his deputy the. jailor, is the only human 
being, except his fellow-victims, to whom he can tell his tale. 
The marshal is the judge, and the sole judge of his, prisoner's 
title to freedom. He is the arbiter of happiness and .misery^ 
of liberty and bondage : he;opens the door of the dungeon, 
and at his sovereign will Mds his captive go forth ti) enjoy 
the, rights and fulfil the dudes of a rational, accountable, and 
imihortal being, or conducts himi to the human shi^mbles 
Brect^d ih the city of Washington, aiid there sells him under 
the hafiomer as a slave for hiBE^ Compared with this ti»- 
mendous jurisdiction, the povvers vested in the highest judi- . 
' cial officer in our country dwindle into insignificance. And 
shpuid««c^ a judge be msintereatedl The very question is 
shocking to our every idea of justice, disinterested! — 
Screened from the public eye— -accountable only to. that 
Being who seeth in secret — ; declaring his judgment in the 
recesses of the prison^ h& should of all men be: moat exempt 
from human passion and infirmity. , l^et Jt(f tlm judge tkk law 
offers a high and tempting bribe to sell met^ M'.h^ 
free, and t/itis to become a manufacttirer.qf islavesi :WiU this . 

. * Not as an apology for tbis expresaion,, but as a rMBon rv^by ,thp, venter 
feels more senBibly than perhaps many otht!r& on this subjeot, ba.t^i[iks:prp- 
. per to mention that ia ftee colored man belonging to His neigliii^rhdin m 
W^tichester Connty, N. Y., on going to Woshingtoh some yj^r9''9!T^i''vrB9 
ithere legally ki^dnapped, and advertised by the roarshallto be aotd to p&y hh 
jail fees. A Washington paper containing the advertisement J»o:fidential1|y 
felt into the hands of <v citizen of the County wba know the ittan;. , public 
ineiet^iig was called, and the Governor of die State, De Witti!>li:dtbif, at their 
Teqnesr, demanded from tbo President bis immeiUate. i«Ieai|»;yi 'tif bitiw!^ 
.New^Tfork.'. .- . ■ .■■■■-■''ri' -'-.t -: : ^ 
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Statement be credited 1 It caimoV'^a^ ought not to be, 
without full and unequivocal proofs and to that proof we npiin^ 
appeal p 'presnising for the better understanding of 6a:dpfo6^ 
that the marshal is required to maihtdn ithe suspected £a^^ 
" tive.s while in his custody and 19 entitled to fees for receiving 
them; &c., and if unreclaimed, has no means of procuring 
payment of his expenses and fees but from the prdceeds of 
the sale of his prisoners; and further, that the of those 
proceeds ^ are permitted by law to remain, in his 'pockety un- 
less o/^er the sale the master should be discover€id, and 
should claim the balanc'e.' : ' . ^ ''' ' kL '^''''' 

On the ilth January^ 1827, the committee ion the B^istrict 
of Golumbiayto whom the sul^ect had been referred by the 
House of Representatives, reported that '^in this District, as 
in all the slaveholding . States in the Union, the legal pre- 
sumption is, that persons of color going at large Without 
any evidences of iheif freedom, are absconding slaves, and 
prima facie, liable to all the legal provisions applicable to 
that class of persons." They state that in the part of the 
District ceded by Virginia, a free negeo ms^ be arrested 
and put in jail for three months on sttspicitm ot Toeing a fugir 
tive 5 he is then to be hired but to pay his jail jees / md if 
he does not prove his freedom within .twelve months^ is to 
be sbld as a siiAVE. This statement is ifoUowiBd by the re- 
mark, " the committee do not consider anjl alteration of the 
law ija the County of Alexandria in relation to this- subject, 
necessary !" In the County of Washington/ cedqd by Ma- 
ryland, they inform us^ " If a j(ree man of color shotdd be 
apprehended as a runaway, he is subjected to the payment 
of all Jecs and rewards g^ven by law for. apprehending runa- 
ways I and upon failure to make such payment, is liable to 
be sold as a slave.'* That is„a man acknowedged to he free^ 
and unaccused of any offence, is to be sold as as^a^& toi pay 
the " fees and rewards given by law for appreheudifig^rfcia- 
- dieaya" If Turkish despotism is i disgraced by i any enact- 
ment of equal atrocity, we are; ijgnorant of the feet. Even 
the committee thought this law rather hard, and, therefore 
they " recommended such an alteration of it as would make 
such charges payable by the Corporation of Washington."^ 
But the Federal Government,, mwayeHug j^ it^^volio^^^ 
slavery, made no alteration, and the code oj^ ^We^hjington, iff 
to this day polluted by unque&lipnably the .most iniquitous 
statute in Christendom. Laws are s6metimes .more profile 
^te than those who are called to administer them, and thd^ 

* See Reports of Committeef, 2 Sess. 19 Cong. Yoi. £.. ^0^43. 
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comiBUtGQ oaaureus that the Marshal hm in ail easea re» 
fvained from aelUng his priaonors for fees and chaygos, whisa 
fiheir sighta to freedora has Itooii astablished ; and in conse- 
quence of not availing bisnaelf of the privilege allowed him 
by: this law, he had incurred, in the last eight years, a per- ' 
sonal lo3s of $5500 ! In other words, the Marshal's sonae of 
justice, decency, and humanity, exceeded that of the rulers 
of our Eepuhlic. 

On the 29th of January, 1829, the committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia made a report in obedience to the instruc- 
tions of the House of Representatives, " to inquire into the 
slave trade as it exists in and is carried on through the Dis- 
trict." The Report proposes no interference on the part of 
Congress, but is virtually an apology for this vile traffic, as 
is apparent from the following heartlees sentiments and false 
assertions, 

" The trade alluded to, is presumed to refer more partic- 
ularly to that which is carried on with the view of transport- 
ing slaves to the South, which is one way of gradually dimin- 
ishing the evil complained of here ; while the situation of 
these persons is considerably mitigated by being transplant- 
ed to a more genial and bountiful clime. Although violence 
may sometimes be done to their feelings in the separation of 
families, it is by the laws of society which operate upon them 
as jjroperty, and cannot be avoided as long a:s they exist ; 
yet it should be some consolation to those whose feelings are 
interested in their behalf, to know that their c&tidUmi is more 
frequently hettered, and tlieir minds Imppicr hj the exchange."^ 

To this report is appended a letter (January 13, 1829,) 
from the Marshal to the committee, containing most import- 
ant and heart-rending statements. It appears from this let- 
ter, that &om the 1st January, 1826, to Ist January, 1828, 
there were committed to the Washington prison as runa- 
ways, 101. 

Proved to be free, and discharged, 15 
ITnclaimed, and sold for maintenance, and charges 

and fees, 5 
Proved to be slaves, and delivered to their masters, 81 

iOl 

In 1828— Committed as runaways, V8. 
Proved to be free, ' 11 

Unel&iraed, or sold for jail fees, etc. 1 
Delivered to their masters, 66 

78 



* Reports of Committees, 2 Sess. 20 Cong. No. 60. 



Here tlien is proof, of^icia.l .<iocurappf.tfvy prpof> that in 
fclirep y«saT>:, 179 human beings) wore, by tlie autliority of t|i0 
Federal Goyevrunerit, arrested in owe cpunty of the 3QsiBtrict, 
tmd cpnimilted to priaon on no ailegatiou of crirrip, but inert - 
ly, to aicl theslaveholderBintrampling upon those gV^at prin- 
ciples pf, human rights, for the protection, of which the ISfa*: 
tional Government was professedly founded. , It it: also in 
proof that of these 179 prisopei:a, 26 weire, by the coi>fessioii 
of the Marshal, yj-ce men ; inen \ytom (as appears from the 
rsport we have quoted,) he had a legal right to consign to 
hopeless and awful bqndage,. merely because they wer<e too 
poor to pay the expenses of their unjust imprisonnient ; and 
who were indebted for their liberty, not to the laws and, cpn- 
fititutipn of their countryj. but to the beneficence of their 
jailor — a beneficence too, eixercised at his owni pecuniaTy 
logs. Proof aijo . is here given, that six persons unclaimed 
m slaves, w'ere, by the judgment of this same jailoi", without 
counsel, witnesses^ or trial, sentenced to be sold as slave? for 
the purpose of raising money, tl^e ' whole of which, aa jjve 
Ehall; presently eee, Avas paid over to the judge who pT:dn6un- 
ced the sentence. The Marshal gives in his letter the par- 
ticulai'3 of the sale of the five unclaimed negroes, as follows, 
viz ; Si — Amount of jail fees, etc' '^^^ S2 

: Offered for sale, aqcording :to law, arid BO person 
being willing to give $84 82, he was purchased by 
Tench Ringgold, the iVfarshal, for that, sura, an& 
afterwards ^old by him! to I^oberc Bown for |20, tsy 
which the Marshal lost, ^'64 82' 

Ilarmxik Grmi mid foT $8100 
Maintenance, etc. . 48 71 

Balance remaining in MarahaFs hands, |U2 29 

Lemls Vavis sold for y $250 00 

Amount of fees, etc. 50 Of 

Balance remaining in Marshal's handsj $2,99 ,93 

Jain&s ^rcen Bold foT ::§8t),O0 
Fees and maintenance,: , ' 49 66 

Balance remaining in MaiBhal's haajds, i^30, 34 

Animr Neal sold for amount of Ms jsal fees and '"^^^^ 
• tnaititenance, to the Marshal, being • ; : . ^^4§ Mgg 
SoM aiterwards by private safe to J.'G^ Huttbtt for , i40 4© 

3^ii)y Marsbal,;' / ■ . , ;V :';|o6^^ 
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ider ta^visiw commiia mem, w 



IS by the per8on, wbo-^ur<*afie,a hito of ra^^^^ 

Satiate. Tench Ringoold. Marsbal. ©i^; W - 

vSiicb are the secrets of the prison-hOttse, .e^tabhs^ed^by. 
m^^tzl Government. It may be ^^^l^^^^^^^"^^^ 
th0m in detail. It appears frpm.the^c^es of IJeal, 
tSattb^ Marshal of thfUnited States a^^^^ 
UbW« bondage of his prisoners, xs ^ qwe^d to 
^Sh^man fleih, and the condemned b^cpi^es ^^m^ 
•^of^h^^S Jud^ wjio sentenced, him tq servitude and 
Smrhim A maVkefc thWto^^ke out^of 'hW 

S^wSoney as he can. True it is. ^^^f 88^^^?^^: 
SSsappeatBotto have been . verx.pi«^i«clxye,^ttr^^^^ 
Sorfudfos may have >ss.hppe^ty or P^ore s^^^^^ 
S^^^he Maihal i^^«6^8 ^id hfe fees^m Ibe sha^fe'ijf 

o^Reptefentatives, in 1829. <^ In ^^HS^j: faid 
M^^^luapk man v?aa taken up, and impr»oaed as & 
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svay.? He ?wraa kept confined uiitil Gclober,- i822, four inn- 
dred^and five^^^y^* ^^^^ timei yeriaiii, disease^ and miBie- 
xy Md: deprived him of the usa>hii8 limbs. ; ; He xiendered 
a cripple^for life, and finally discharged W w otie winMim^ 

The Hannah and James Green sold for fee^, wete xnbst; 
lik«ly inali and wife,fand may rem^ that the law we are^ 
wneiderang is utterly irecUless of the most > sacred rreXations; 
The>pn)ceed8:bj^ th^eo of the five isold in 1826-7j^ aflter de- 
ductin^feiQSiv&c. is ^242,56Viand this.aum/aoeordirig law, 
the'iMa^^ ; ret^ns^till ; cailed ipt j but if the negtoes were 
free,?then» there beitig no claimant, the money c?m never be 
caUediopJ^ani/bfecomes; the perquisite sof office,, and die is- 
come of the Judge of coursenuctuates according to the Ijura- 
ber of ^eec^ien he coiideinns to slavery. Thus does the law • 
U^erally ptesfe upon the Marshj^ wages of tmrightieousr 
fi^awthus does it bribe lumi to lije coroinission of wicked^ 
?nes^. ' ;In:6he;ia6taricei{thO re condCTiina* 
fcion were $500,lbif ;\^ch the 'Marshal was deprived only by^ 
Si most ektraordiimry accident; : : ■ : * 

r ilnd; now let usr review the conduct of the Federal • Govr 
emm^nt towards: the &ee colored citizen of any State, who 
pr^aiuhes to visit the city of Washington. At the veill of a 
Justice of the Peacia he is throwm into prison. His'jaildip, if 
he posiiesses the humanity^anddbinterestedness ofMr. !Ring- 
gold may, if he pleases^write;lette« to distant partff of the 
confederacy, i^lthough;fae' knows thie^t a iavorable answer niay 
keep some . hundred; dollars from finding their w^ into his 
pocket ; If nos such answer arrives^ without any evidence 
thatthe lettar lof inquiry was ever tedeived, the poor wretch 
is condeimned as a slave; and the price of his bones and inus- 
cles u pieiidtto the Jndga whocand 

And by whom is this accursed law kfept in; fbrce tsvBy 
Northern, Representatives ancl Seniors in Congress. - On the . 
$tli; Febtuary,- 1.836,. the H<^e of ^iepriesentatives TejBolyi^ 
that f ' Con^ss Qught not to interfere in flnyii iuatf iv^tjfi slayer 
jy.in the:©isfcrict ^of Colum^w>' >;Md np;^ than ;80;jiO!jr?i^ 
.em :men,liad thb^hati^CM^ their namels ipifav^c^r of 

•the resolution./ <To placeifrppssiblq.^n a stiU str^ 
the conduct of . ihes^ i^at ^l^e Tavv 

.we'have^been cqoysidering, belonged to 'th© -pode ofj l^aryr 
4apd^;^^the time thp District ^as ceded) eoad vtras spniiii 
in,fpx»e by .Apt of ;Cq^gjPeM>< . ;ln the. pq^Dun^me, t^eJEi^?- 
lature of .Maryland, composed of slaveholders, .yielding . to 
the spirit; <^4h& age, has erased thibi^ foftl staio ^^kw jb^^tat- 
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\il,o-bor»Ij> wiiilo our northevn tloniocratR vvilJIj liberty and 
equality fovovor on their lipB, in hopo of gotting- a few sdutb- 
volGH for thoir party, discover tha.t OougreiBs ottgiit not 
to intorferc in any way with slavery in the Districf, ulthoiigli 
it is by the authority of Congress that £reotr.en are converted 
into elttvos. 

We will now place side by side, two adverilaemontB, oiie 
publislifjd by authority of Congress, in which northern men 
have the majority ; the other by authority of the slave State 
of Maryland, — the first relating to a 'woman arid wj/a?}i 
claiming to be free the other to a man confoasirig himself a 

GI.AVE. 

"Notice.— Was committed to the jail of Washington 
cotmty, District of Columbia, as a runaway, a negro veoMAN, 
by the name of Polly Leiper, and her infant child William ; 
she is five feet four inches high, about twenty-three years of 
age. She had on when committed * * * Says she 
v;a3 set free by John Campbell, of Richmond, Va., in 1818 
or ISlOi The owner of the above-desdri.ted woman and 
cMid, if any, are requested to coiiae and prove them, and 
take them away, or ihey vnW be sold for their jaitj fees 

AW» OTHER EXPENSES AS THE LAW DIRECTS. 

Tench Ringgold, MarshclP 

May 19, 1S27. 
B,AWAWAY.~Was committed to the jail of Washington 
CJounty, Mai ylan'd, . on the 2'itli December last, a iniilatto 
Tiian vvho calls himself /o/i;?. McDknid, about 25 years of age. 

Says he belongs to William Hill, living at Falmouth, 
Ya., and was sold to John Daily, living somewhere in the 
South, The ovmer of the said slave is requested to como 
nnd take him away, or he will he released accordiTig io la;i.s. 

Chrhstiak Newcomb, Sun., BlieriffJ' 
Decebsber 10, 1827.-- 

The endeavors of the Federal Government So secure the 
restoration of fugitive Slaves to thoir masters, is not confinecl 
either to the District of Columbia, or to the States of this 
confederacy. E veii American diplomacy must be made sub- 
servient to the interests of the slaveholdiera, arid republicariairt- 
bassadots must bear to foreign courts the wailings of our 
governmesit for the escape of human property. 

On the 10th of May, 1828, the HouseV Repifeseritatives 
Tef|tifestecl the President " to open a negotiation with the 
B*.iKisli gox'eimmejat in the view to obtaia an an'arigersidijt 

B'otia'aSvjjrikeiaeiits Era tfiken from tKa Watiliingibii' Inteliigsiiccr, - 
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whewby ;fugitivo alayea wbo have talcon ryfisge Gwcj,- 
rlhm proymc<39 .of ihat, government, may be 8m'r«33!}itltiT<>'(l by 
tbo fuufitiouariGS tlieteof ten their maatara, upoti jtwaking Bat- 
SofactQX'y proof of their ownership of said elavoa.'' 

Hor@ was a plain, pnlpahle intorferenco m behalf of shwe- 
ryby a governmont- which we are often assured by thtj slave:- 
hc>ld9rs V'i has nothing to dp with slave^iy and: 90 t^-jno nnd 
^n,ib3drvi<snt were the northern members that this disgraceful 
resolution was adopted without Qven a'diviaion of theXiouse! 
At the next session^ the impatience of the slaveholders to 
know if Great Britain would restore tlieir slaves who had 
taken 'refuge in Canada, could hrook no longer delay, and 
the .House called on the President to inform them of the re- 
sult of the negotiation. The President immediately sub- 
mitted a mass of documents to the House, from which it ap- 
pii^ivad that the seal of the Executive, in behalf of " the pe- 
culiar- institution," had ciMicipated the wishes of the Legis- 
lature. Two years. Jf/v^e the interference of the House, 
viz : on the 19th of June, 1826, Mr. Clay, Secrstary of State, 
had instructed Mr. Gallatin, American Miii'Ster, in London,, 
toi propose a stipulation for " a mutual surrender of per- 
sona held to service or labor under the laws of either party 
who escape into the territories of the other." Mr, Clay 
dwelt on the jiumber of fugitives in Canada, a,nd desired 
Mr. Gallatin to press on the British Government the consid- 
eration that such a stipulation, would secure to the West In- 
dia planters ike recovery of such of their slaves g.s migrd take 
refuge in the Ainerican Rejmblic I 

Surely the Federal Govei'mnent was never intended by 
i£3 founderf? So set the part of kidnapper for West India 
slaveholders. • 

On the 24th of February, 1827, Mr. Clay again urged Mr. 
Gallatin to procure this stipulation, and informed him that a 
treaty had just been concluded with Mexico, hi/ which thut 
fowsr had engaged to restore our rzinaway slaves.^ 

Ok the 5th July, 1827, Mr. Gallatin communicated to his 
govemmetit the answer of the British Minister, that " it if as 
utterly impossible for them to agree to a stipulation for the 
surrender of fugitive slaves," 

Determined not to take no for an answer, Mr. Clay desi- 
red Mr. Barbouri out then Minister in England, to renew 
the negotiation, inasmuch as the escape of slaved into Cana- 
da is " a growing evil;" but alas ! Mr. Barbour replied that 



* Such a treaty was hcgoitate^, but the Mexican CongrBss refused to rat- 
ify the baso compact. : • . 
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on broayliing tli© subjoct to the British Minister, he had iiTT 
formed him tke law of .Parliament gave freedom to semry 
slave who effected his landing on British ground''^ 'To have 
attempted to march an army into Ganadai for the purpose of 
seizing these fugitives, would have cost rather more than 
they were worth. There was, however, a territory oi> bur 
southern fronrier, belonging to a power less able than Oifeat 
Britain to punish aggressions on her sovereignty, and hence 
it is that We are called to consider ' 

The iNVASior? op FLoitiDA, and bestuuction ov fugitive 

SLAVES BY THE FORCES OF THE FeDERAS. GoVRRNalENT/' 

On the 15th lyiarch, 1,816, Mr. Crawford, Secretary of 
War, addressed a letter to General Jackson, informitig him 
that there was a fort in Florida, occupied by between S?5,6 
and 300 blacks, and that they and the hostile CreeJt' Indians 
-Were guilty of secret practices to inv6igle negroes fromithe 
frontiers of Georgia, and directing hira to call the attentloi'i 
of the Gommandant at P.ensacola to the subject. The Sec- 
retary added, that should the Commandant decline interfe- 
ring, and should it be determined that the destruction of the 
negro fort does not require the sanction of Congress, means 
will bo promptly taken for its reduction. " ■ 

Gen. v<".ckson, however had, before the receipt of this de- 
spatch, " assumed the responsibility" of sending his orders 
respecting this very forl> to Gen. Gaines. " If the fort har- 
bors the negroes of our citizens, or of friendly Indians living 
within our territory, or holds out inducements to the slaves 
of our citizens to desert from their owner's service, ii must 
he destroyed.— l^oti^y the governor of Pensacola of your 
vatice into Jus territory, and for the express fTjrpo^e of destroy- 
ing these lawless banditti," The letter c-oncluries with direc- 
tions to " restore the stolen negroes to their /rightful ovvm6rs." 
(Letter of 8)ji April, 1816.) , . i ; 

Owiug to some cause not explained. Gen. Gaines did not 
Julfil his instructions ; and a gun boat was Bent up the Ap- 
palachicola river by order of Commodore Patterson, and on 
the 27th .July attacked the fort by firing red-hot shot at it. 
A shot entered the magazine which exploded. : The result 
13 thus stated in the official report : " Three hundre.d negroes, 
men, women, And children, and about- 20. Indians, were initho 
fort ; of these, 270 wore killed, aiid the gre.ater part of tho 
rest ?»£>>:^a% ; wounded." . ■ ■ 

Commodore Patterson, in his letter to the Secretary of 

* State papers. 2 Scss. 20th Cong. Vol. I. .. , . ,; 
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■the Navy, ol)se>;ves : The. service rexidere<l:by tlbie,4i3Btiuc- 
ition of fliia fortp and the, band of negroes who held jt amd the 
country, in its vicinity, as of great and iTianifes£ iit»,portanqe 
to jlio United States, and particularly those States bordering 
on. tiie ; Creek nation, as it had becorae a general rendezvouB 
iqv riaMwav^ slaves ^xiA disaftbcted Indiaris--ran asylum where 
they found arms and ammunitioii tc protect thempelvea against 
their owners and jthc government. This hold being destroy- 
they have no longer a place to fly to, and will not be so 
liable to abscond. The foi'co of .the negroea was daily in- 
^creasing, arid they had commenced several plantations oti the 
banks of the Appalachicola."* ■ . ,> 

Various plantations have also been commenced. in CJanada 
by fugitive slaves, but being under the protection of , Great 
.l?r'.<.aic,and not of Spain, the Federal Government liias wisely 
abstained from opyji^rcihle attempt to destroy them.,, 

It is now time to advert to one of the most extraotdinax'y 
exploits of American diplomacy, viz : , ■. . ,, 

Compensation for fugitive slaves, oiiTAiNEU by tiik - 
■ . Fedeual Govebnment.!; ■. 

: The presence of British armed vessels in our Bouthem 
waters, during the last war, afforded atx opportunity to many 
of the slaves to escape from bondage. In 1S14, and while 
the war was raging in all its fui^y, commissioners' were ap- 
pointed to ti'Qat of peace, and instructions were given to 
them as to the 'stipulations to be insetted in the treaty. These 
instTuctiohs contain the following remarkable passage. The 
negroes taken from the 80utl\e™ States should be returned 
to their ov/ners, or j)aid for at their full value. If tliest^ 
slaves were considered as nou-combatants, they ought to bb 
vestOred : if as property, they ought to be paid for." .Morc- 
over, this stipulation is expressly i included "in the condi» 
tibns 6n vvrhicli you are to hisist in the proposed negotiations." 
•-—Letter of instrmiions from Mr, Monroe, Secretary of State, 
28th Jmuary, 1814.t 

Thus we see that not even the calamities of war,' could' di- 
vert the attention of the Federal Government from the pe- 
culiar interests of the slaveholdots. The commissioners werie 
faithful to the charge thus given to tbem ; and in' the treaty 
concluded at Ghent, adroitly provided for the restoration cf 
slaves; and in' such obscure terms 'as ultimately secured a 
far more extensive concession than the British negotiators 
had any in^tention of making. ' ■ . . i ; 

fi ^Statecpaiiera*. ' 2'SesB. 15th Cangl No/£5j' 1 1 Anioricaa'Siaie'papers. 
Vol. IX: p. 364. 
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' ' " U'h'A; I'stJ !A:r;ticl6' ' i« 'as' MlmV? •:' M temtory; places and 
j^bfeSfessidna whatWeiV/tak<:)rt 'fr6ih-"6iithdi' party, by \h(3 other 
dtiru'ig ihe^ war, ' ' wjliidh liiaV^bb taken aftt'T the signthg of 
'thi^ 'Wj^aty, khall he restofed; without without 
c4<i5iri^ aiiy dle^ir'action or carrying aSvay bf the attiilety ot 
6th^r public ptopexifyiifi^mqU'p^ said forts or pla^ 

cek, and whicl; !fihan ?-e?:fja2» upoh the exchange of the ratiji- 
cations of this tresity, or any ijZam 61^ other private property!" 

Tlje treaty was ratified at Washingfph oW the' 17th Fcb- 
i*i]tary ; and six days after, three commissioners appointed by 
the government appeared in the Chesapeake, authorized to 
demand and receive the slaves on board the British squadron 
stilHn otxr waters! ' 

Captain John Clarelle happened to be at the moment in 
coiiiWiand of the British forces, and he positively refused to 
give up a single fugitive ; contendixig that the stipulation in 
the treaty related only to slaves *' originally captured in forts 
or places," and remainihg in such forty or places at th^ ex-^ 
change of the ratifications, and had no reference to the slaves 
who had voluntarilysought protection On boai'd British vessels. 

A. idw days after, Admiral Oockburn arrived, and a simi- 
lar deaiand was made upon him. He abo refused , to sur- 
render wty Jiigitives, as such were not intended in the treaty, 
but gave up 80 slaves which were found on Cumberland Isl- 
afd at 'the tims that place was captured, and %vho had not 
been lremoved previous to the exchange of ratifications ; this 
being a case directly within the true meaning and intentioa 
of the treaty. The Secretary of State then applied to the 
Bntish Charge d' Affaires at Washington, requestiBg him to 
direct the Naval Commanders in- the Chesapeake to give up 
the fugitives on board their vessels ; but Mr. Baker declined 
interfering, t;aking the same .view of the article as the Admi- 
ral had done. In the meantime the squadron had sailed for 
Bermuda. The Government, tracking the scent of a fugitive 
with blood-hound keenness, forthwith despatched an agent 
to Bermuda in pursuit, to demand the negroes of the Gov- 
ernor. The worthy Englishman, nettled at a requisition so 
derogatory to the honor of his country, replied, " he would 
rather Bermuda, with every man, woman, and child iii it, 
were surk under the sea. Shafqi surrender one slave that had 
sought protection under the fiag of England." 

The Agent, (Thomas Spalding) notliing daunted, now as- 
sttisied the diplomatist, and addressed a long argutnentative 
despatch to Admiral Griffith, commanding on the Bermuda 
Stafcionj demanding tha fu^tives, and promising to fismish 
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'hini v/itli a piiTticuidi* fist of tlio slaves Cl'diriiptli wliidii lie. ex - 
pected to receive in a few days from the United States. TliO 
AdjBir|iV \(5i;y, cavalierly assured Mr. Spalding jtljat it wo^i 
quite unnecessaiy for him to wait at Bermuda for the expect- 
ed document, since there was, neither at Bermuda .nor any 
other British island or settlement, any authority " coVripetent 
to deliver up persons wlio during the late wal's, had placed 
themselves under the protection of the British flag."^ ' 

From British Governors and Admirals, out Gbvemmeiit 
now; turned to the British Cabinet, and found that there also 
it %vasheld a point of honor to keep faith, even witH riinaway 
plaves. Lord Gastlereagh declared that the Government 
never would have assented to a treaty I'equiring the surren- 
der of persons who had taken refuge under the Britisli 
Standard, Again was the demand rdade, and again was it 
unequivocally rejected. But the administration refused to 
yield, and insisted on a Reference of the question to the de- 
cision of a friendly power, and named the Emperor of Rus- 
sia as urrpire. After tedious negotiation, this, point was Car- 
ried ; and in 1818, a convention was concluded at /London, 
submitting the true construction of the treaty to' the Empe- 
ror, who decided in favor of the slaveholders. It now be- 
came necessary to determine how the number of the slaves, 
and their value, should be ascertained. Another negotiation 
ensued, which resulted in a second convention, by which it 
was agreed that each paity should appoint a certain number 
of Commissioners, who should form a Board to sit at Wash- 
ington, to receive and liquidate the claims of the masters. 
But difficulties soon arose. The American Commissioners 
insisted on interest, which the others refused to allow. Ne- 
gotiations again oommenced, till at last the British Cabinet, 
wearied with the pertinacity of the Anierican Government, 
and sick of the controversy, entered into a third convention, 
(13th Nov. 1836,) by which the enormous sum of one . mil- 
lion TWO MUNDRED AND FOUR THOUSAND DOLLARS WaS puid 

and received in full of all demands. : 

Thus after a persevering negotiation, conducted for twelve 
years, at Washington, in tbe Chesapeake Bay, at Bermuda, 
at London, and at Petersburgb, did our Government succeed 
in obtaining most ample compensation for tlio fugitives. 
Commissioners were then appointed to distribute this siim ; 
and after fixing an average value on each slave pirpved to 
have been. carried away, it was ioundL tki^t ^ surplus still re- 
mdi'/ied; and this surplus V/as divided among tlie Hiast'ers? 
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Having /llow; seen the succeag tliat xtttesided tljo pw^ouis. of 
fugitive olaves^ let.us next wittsoss the 

EppOaTS OP TOE Ii'eDEKAL GoVEHNMENT to nECdVER ship- 
wrecked SIiA¥E3. ; 

Considering the extent of the American slave trade, it is 
not surprising that our slaves are occasionally driven out of 
their course ; and are sometimes wrecked upon the danger- 
ous reefs abounding in the neighboring Ai:chipelago. 

On the 3d Jan. 1831, the Brig Comet, a regular slaver 
from the District of Columbia, on her usual voyage from 
Alexandria ,to New^-Orleans, with a cargo of 164 slaves, was 
lost off the Island of Abaco. The slaves were saved, and 
carried into New-Providence, where they were set at liberty 
by the- authorities of the Island. A portion of the caigo, 
(146 head) was insured at New-Orleans for $71,330. 

On the 4ttx Feb. 1833, the Brig Encomium, from Charles- 
ton, to New-Orleans with 45 slaves, was also wrecked near 
Abaco, and the skves earned into New-Providencs, where, 
like their predecessors, they were declared to be free. 

In Feb. 1S35, the Enterprise, another regular slaver from 
the National Domain, on her voyage to Charleston, witli 78 
slaves, was driven into Bermuda: in distress. The passen- 
gers,, instead of being thrown into prison as Bermudi^n^ 
would have been in Charleston under similar circumstances, 
were hospitably treated, and permitted to go at large. These 
successive and unexpected transmutations of slaves into free- 
men, roused the n^ady zeal of the Federal G ovemment. 
Directly on the loss of the Comet, instructions were sent 
from Washingtou to our Minister, to demand of the Britislj 
Government the value of the cargo, ' In 1832, another des- 
patch was for\Yaxded on the subject. The instructions were 
again renewed i:i 1833 ; , the Secretary of State remarkingp 
tliis case '^mustha brought to a conclusion — the doctrine that 
would justify the liberation of our slaves, is too dangerous to 
a large section of our country to be tolerated." 

lu 1834, fresh instructions were sent, and a demand 
ordered to be made Tor the value of the slaves in the En- 
comium. 

In .1835> similEix instructions were sent relative to the En- 
terprise.' ^ - 

In 1836, the iiistnictipns were renewed; the Secretary 
observing to Mr. Stevenson, " In the present state of om* 
diplornatic ,relatidn& %vath the Government of His J3ritanic 
^Sajesty, tke most immediately ])ressing of the matters with 
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which tli5ji Uniited States' Legation at Lohoton iBiiowchargedp' 
as the claim of ceituiri Arrierican citizens agaiinsfc Great, Eritr 
aim for a number of slaves, the cargoes of three veBSols 
■^vrecked in British Islands in the Atlantic.'* 

Thus for six successive yeavsdid the Cabinet ^t Washing- 
ton he&p sending despatches to their agents in England, urg- 
ing them to obtain payment from Great Britain , for these 
mrgoes o£ human flesh. Nor were those agents remiss or 
reluctant in fulfilling their instructions. Numerous were 
the letters addressed to the British Secretary, claiming either 
the restoration of the slaves, or their 6quiv£ilent in money. 

From a long and labored communication fronj, . Ste- 
venson to Lord Pa\merston, we extract the following ???.ort:^<z4!, 

" The undersigned feels assured that it will only be neces-i 
sary to refer Lord Palmerston to the provisions of the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and the laws of many of the 
StateSj to satisfy him of the existence of slavery,: and that 
slaves are there regarded and protected as property : ! that 
by these laws, there is in fact no distinction in principle be- 
twcc7i propcrtji in persons and property in things ; and tit-O-t the 
Government hat^e more than once, in the most solemn manner , 
determined that slaves hilled, in the service of the United States, 
even in a state of war, were to he regarded as 'jyroperli},,and not 
as persons ; and the Govmmcnt /(.eld responsihlefqr their value" 

No answer having been vouchsafed to this letteri and the 
argument being exhausted, Mr. Stevenson tried the ^rtue of 
a diplomatic hint that the United 'kaies would go to war 
for their slaves ; expressing his hope in a letter to Lord 
Palmerston, that the Bx'itish Govcrament would " not longer 
consent to postpone the decision of a subject which had been 
for so many years under its consideration ; and the effect of 
which can be none other than to throw not only additional 
impediments in the way of an adjustment, and increase 
those feelings of dissatisfaction and irritation which have 
already be<?n excited ; but by possibility tend to disturb and 
weaken the/kind- and amicable relations xohich noio so happily 
subsist between tJic two countries, and on the preservation of 
which, so essentially depend the interests and Jiappiness of both." 
— (Letter of 3 Ist December, 1S36.) ^ , , 

How this hint was received we are not informed ; but it 
is certainly not creditable to the British Government, that 
instead of a prompt and frank refusal to deliver into cruel 
and perpetual bondage, innocent men who had providentially 
been throw'n utider its protection, or to estimate their value 
in pounds, shillings, and pence, it bad> at our last accounts, 
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avoided giving" a decided anavYGj? to tlw demands of tho Yfch • 
ingttui Cabinot, uttder })Vetence of taking the opinioiz of tlio 
law officeii'B of the croivn'. . . . ; 

The negotiation 'ras niade public in coriaequence o€ra, call 
by the Senate \ra the ^President (7th Feb. 1837) for a copy 
of tho "* Cok'SBpondencB with tho ' Governraeut of Great 
Britain in telaiion to tlie outrage coininitted on our flag, and 
tho rights of our citizens, by the authoritieo of Bermuda and 
New-Providence, in seizing the slaves on board the Brig 
' Encomium ' and ' Enterprise,' engaged in the coasting trade, 
but which were forced by shipwreck and stress of weather 
into the ports of those Islands." 

The language of this resolution, indicates the iniluenee 
exerted, by slavery over the Federal Government. Should 
a murderer escape from England and land on our shores, 
we refuse to surrender him to the justice of his countxy 
but v/he'n the West. Indian authorities refuse to deliver two 
hundred and eighty-seven innocent men, women, and child- 
ren, thrown by the tempest under their protection, into 
hopeless, interminable slavery, the Senate solemnly pro- 
nounce the refusal to be an outrage on oui" flag, and the 
rights of our citizens. Moteover, the liberation of these 
persons is spoken of as a seizure of them, and the slavers cany- 
ing human cargoes to market, are most audaciously declared 
to have been engaged in the coasting trade ! The real trade 
in which these vessels were engaged, was 

The Amemca.n Slave Trawk under the protection and 

REtlULATlOM OP THE FbOEBAL GOVERNMENT. 

We shaT" iirst exhibit the character and extent of this 
£rada, and then show that it is in fact carried on under the 
protection and regulation of the Federal Government. 
The competition of free with slave labor in the bread 
' stufis and some other productions of Maryland, Virginia, and 
North Carolina, have greatly reduced the value of slaves as 
laborers in those States; and hence tho disposition mani- 
fested there some years since, to get rid of this unprofitable 
portion of their population. But the rapid extention of the 
cotton and sugar cultivation in the extreme South, together 

Note by J. C. JACKaosr. ■ ' 

" By a provision in tlio A'lhbiirtoa Treaty, maclo w5th England durinjj iho 
lima Dnniql Webster was Srcretory of Stntp, this Government and tlmt of 
Eii£fland bava mutunlly stipulated .to deliver up personf) charged with oficnoefs 
and escnping into tliojurigdiction of eitlier, provided such acts are conslderaij 
?>y both as crimibai oircncos. 



AMERUJAW; SLAVE TRA!>E, ^9 

with tho settleiliexit of t|ie neW: States of, Alabarau; Micsis-f 
oxpjii, Misaouvi, aiid ^ ArliapsaSf occasionQcl a pj'odigiouj do- 
Hiami for slay*j3 ; B,Tid tlio agirlcijlturisls o]f Virginia ancl the 
neighboring States discovered that their roosl; luQiati^e occu- 
pation; was that of rai(sing live stock for^ the southexu and 
westein markets. In Georgia and South Carohna, it has 
also been found more advantageous to export their supeniu- 
meraiies to Mobile, New-OrleanS} or Natchez, than to em- 
ploy them Oil their already well-stocked plantatiopa. Heuco 
has grown, up an almost incredible transfer of slaves frona 
the North to the South; and recently .a new Biarket has 
been opened in Texas, giving an additional stimulua to the 
trade. It is impossible to ascertain the exact amount of this 
trade, as the Secretaiy of tho Treasury in his anmial report 
on the commercial statistics of the United States, has never 
included any statements respecting this bianch of the "coas- 
ting trade." But indeed, the retuma from the several Cus- 
tom Houses of the size and %?alue of the human cargoes 
cleared for the southern ports, if given, would afford a very 
inadequate idea of the extent of the traffic, since it is carried 
on by land as well as well as by sea. Whole cofBes.of 
chained slaves are driven long and painful journeys in tho 
interior of the Republic, much in the same manner as in thd 
wilds of Africa. The Rev. Mr. DicVey, in a published let- 
ter thus describes a cofBe he met on the road in Kentucky : 

" I discovered about forty black meii all chained together 
in the following m.anner: each of them was handcuffed, and 
they were arranged in rank and file ; a chain perhap3 forty 
feet long was stretched between two ranks, to which shor£ 
chains were joined, which connected with the handcuffs. 
Behind them vv^ere, I suppose, iJiirt// women in double rank, 
the cotiples tied hand to hand" 

J. K. Paulding, the present Secretary of the Navy, gives 
£he following picture of a scene he witnessed in Virginia : 

" The sun was shining out very hot, and in trntjing an 
angle of the road we encountered the following gtoup : first, 
a little cait drawn by one horsoj in which five or six half 
Jialsed black children were tumbled like pigs together. The 
cart had no covering, and they seemed to have been actually 
Ibroiled to sleep. Behind the cart marched three Hack vS?-o- 
tn«n, with head,, neck and breasts, imcovered, and withoixt 
elioes or stockings ; next came three men, bareheaded, half 
Plaited, and c'kdinei together with aii ox, chain. Last of all 
carho a white man —a white man, Prank ! — on horsobanlt, 
carrying pistols in his bolt, and who, as we passed him, had 
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the imj-Hidence to Ibok m m the faco -without blushing. I 
Bhould like 16 have aeen him h.unted by hlood-houndE). At a 
home where wo fitopped «. Httle further on, we learned that 
ho had bought theae miaerabie beings iu Maryland, and waB 
raarohing them in this manner to sorao of the more fioiithem 
States. Shamo on tho State of Maryland S I say — • and 
Bhame on %\\e S:!,ate of Virginia ! and every State through 
which this wretched cavalcade was permitted to pass. Do 
they expect that auch oxhibitiona will not dishonw them in 
the eyes of strangers, however ihey may be recondled to 
them by education and habit T'*' 

" " Letters from the Soulli, wr'ilton during nil excursion in tho Summer of 
1816." Now-YorW, 1817. Vol. L Loiter XI. p. 117. 

It may be thought by somo that tho elevation to a scat in the Cubinet, of a 
gondeman vvlio expresses liimaclf with so much warmth unci fearlcastioss 
ugainst one of the " peculiar institutions of tho South," militates against our 
idea that tho inflisonco of the Federal Government is exerted. in behalf of 
slavery. Singular os it may appear, tho appointment of Mr- Pauldinj^ h 
nevertheleaa strongly corroborative of tho opinion wa have advanced ; nod 
she eJKplonalion is at once eaay and amuainS' The " Letters from tho 
South" vveru reprinted in 1835, itnd form the fifth nnd sixth volumes of an 
edition of Paulding's Works." Tho letter fro' ^ which wo have quoted, 
con-sista of fouiteen pagea, devoted to tho subject of slavery. On turning to 
the con'esponding letter in tho receut edition wo find it Bhrunl; to three pa- 
ges, containing no allusion to t ho internal trade, nor any thing else that could 
offend tho most scnfitivo Southerner. In tho nineteenth letter as printed in 
18 i7, there is not a word about slavery. In the same letter as published in 
1835, we meet with ths following most wonderful prediction,; a prediction 
that haa lately been cited in tho newspapers as a proof of the sagacity and 
foresight of the Secretary of »!ie Navy : — 

" Tho second cause of riisunion will he found in tho slave population of tho 
South, '•okenever the misgnidc-d, or willfully maiixnunt zeal of the advocateo 
of emancipation, shall institute as it one day doubtless 7eill, a crusade against 
the consiitistional rights of tho slave owners, by sending among them fanatical 
' agents and fanatical tracts, calculated to render the slaves disaffected, and 
tho situation of the master u^id his family dangerous; when appea's shall b'.i 
made und'jr the sanction of religion to tho passions of these ignorant and- en- 
cited' black:), calculated and intended to rouse their worst and 'moss danger- 
0U3 passions, and to place the very lives of their masters, their wives, and 
their children, in. tho deepest peril; token societies are formed in the sister 
Stales for the avowed purpose of virtually destioying the vuh o of this princir 
pitl item in tho property of a southern planter; when.it bee mios a question 
mootcid in the Jjegislatures of the States, or of th'j Gcieral Government, 
whethet the rights, of the mastes over hjs slave shall Oe any longer recogni- 
zed or maintained, and when it is at lust evident that noihir.g will preserve 
them but secession, then will certain of tho Stars of our beautiful tonstella- 
tion ' start tiiadly from their ap'.icres and josilo the others in tbcir wild career.' " 

In tho title of tho new edition, the dato of! the " eswirsion" is mudestly 
omitted, but the reader is, not informed that the spirit of prophecy descended 
upon tho wrilerjnot while journeying at the South, but while witnessing in 
Isov^Yoik tho operatioBH of the predickd aocietiea, and after ths city 'm.Ci 
fcecin con^Ailaed by tho abolition iriots. 
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' 'As we are al^out to enter into piutkulara Teapectiing iho 
AmiericaLU alavo trade, it may not be iininterepting to imnnx-q 
•vvlio ai'o its victiniis 1 They are naiive-iom ./hnericans. But 
of what color and dcaccBt '^ This will no doubt be deemed 
by Hiany a vevy'inmeCessary question ; and no little indigna- 
tioii %vlU probably bo excited when wo auBwev that largo 
numberaof these victims are white men and women, awd th6 
cMlilrert of American ciiizcM. 

People at the north are diEvposed to bo incredulous, when 
XhQy haxix oi white slaves at the South; axid yet a little re- 
flection W'ould convince them not only tliat thero must be 
such slaves under the present system, but that in process of 
time, a largo proportion of the slaves will be as white as thieir 
mastei's. Wero there mo other sources of information re- 
specting the complexions of the southern slaves, the news- 
paper notices of runaways would most abundantly confirm 
our a3sertion. Of these notices, wo give the foMowing as 
samples, 

" $100 Re'tvard.—Uhe above re%Vard will be paid for the 
apprehension of my man William, He is a very bright mu- 
latto— 5<m/g'/<i! yellowish hmr. I have no doubt he will change 
his name, and try to pass himself for a WHITE MAN, 
which he may be able to do, unless to a close obser/er. 

T. S. Pjchae»." 

August 9. 

" #100 i?e«?fl/(^.— Ranaway from James Hyhart, Paris, 
Kentucky, on the 29th June lasS, the mulatto Boy Noilon, 

In 1C3{),, Mr. Pii;ildir>,^ published his " Slavejy in the United States." la 
ihis woi'K both the Old and the New Testiirnesit oje made to give their sanc- 
tion lb slavery, Great Britain, in aholishing slavery in the West Indies, io 
charged with having " comniiiied robbory iindec cover of humanity." — (p. 
51.) "' A cor<)n;unity of five bineks rising among iho sums of States, lordo 
of the Boil, smoking with the liubitations and blooii of their esterniinated 
inusiters and faniiiies," wojiUi wo &re astiured be only fulfilling' " the Vj'isbes'' 
of the abolitionists. — ^(p. .56.) The advocates of immediate emancipation 
s'ecommend it 03 asserted, " indificriniinnte. niarringes between, the whites 
and bjacks :"~(p. 61.) and well educated respecluble females amongst, them 
are apparently anyJous, " to become the mothers of mula,ttocs." — (p. 62.) 
Slavery wg are toid is becoming tri adunlly divested of all its har-sh features, 
and- is now only tho bugbear of tlie imagination — (p. 26.) tmd Mr. PjrtiHil^. 
ing nffirms — " In a residence of several years within the District, and a pret- 
ty extensive course of travel it; some of the southern States» (the exquisiion 
in the summer iif 1816, we suppose,). v;/e nev'ep saw or heard of any such 
instances of cru£i5y.~We mm no chains, (i\ and heard ao stripes."-^ 
(p.i63.) 

We trust our r<5aclcrs are now fully convinced of this geiislemnn's c^ualiS- 
cations for tho offica of Set>i;etar;y of the ?Iav^, and of M.r. Vaa, Burcn's cosso 
sistency it appaiciirig him. ' ' / 



^bput 15 yeai;8, a very bright mulatto, and would be taken 
for a^'^VHITE BQY, if not closely examined. ; Ki^ hair, is 
btack an4 straight, ^c.—r-Ncw- Orleans True American, llth 

4z^i!, 1836." ,„ , y,; ■, 

V$100 JReward-r-'WiW ho given for the appvehension of 
my nogrd (!) Edmund Kenney. He has straig?U Imvi and 
complexion m nearly WHITE, that it is believed a stranger 
would suppose there %vas no African hlood in him. He was 
with myiboy Dick a short time since in Norfolk, offered 
him for sale, and was, apprehended, but escaped, under pre- 
tence of being a WHITE MAN. Andeuson Bowles. 

Richmond W?iig, Qth January, 1S3Q." . 
: ",$50 Jl^^ward will be given for the apprehension and de- 
livery to me of the foUowing slaves : Samuel, and Judy his 
wife, with their four children, belonging to the estate of 
Sacker Dubberly, deceased. , i . ;, 

I will give $;10 for the apprehension of William Dubberly 
a slave belonging to the estate. William is about 19 years 
old,. QUITE WHITE, and would not readily be mistaken 
for a slave. John T. Lane. 

Newbem Spectatc^, 13th March 1S37." ' 

"8100 Reioard.-^'Ra.nawa.y from the' subscriber,^ a bright 
mulatto man sla^'e, named Sam. Light saindy hair, bhii eyes, 
ruddy complexion -^is so WHITE as very easily to pass for 
a free WHITE MAN. " Edwin Peck. 

Mobile, April 22, 1837," 

. " 850 Retaard,-^! will give the above reward of fifty dol- 
lars for the apprehension and securing in any jail, so that I 
get him again, or delivering to me in Dandridge, E. Tenn. 
my mulatto boy named Pi-aston, about twenty years' old. It 
is supposed he will try to pass as a free WHITE MAN. 

John Roper. 

Oct. 12, 1838." 

*' Ranaway from the subscriber, working on the plantation 
of Col H. Tinker, a bright mulatto boy named Alfred. Alfred 
is about 18 years of age, pretty v^rell grown, has blxK eyes, 
tight flaxen hair, shin disposed to freckle. He will try to pas» 
as FREE BORN. S. 9, Stewart. 

Oreen C&unty, Alabama." 

Mr. Paxton, a Virginia writer, tells us in his work on 
alayery, that " the best blood in Virginia flows in tlbe veins of 
the slaves." ' ;5 

Dr. Torrey, in his work on domestic slaviSTy in the tThitied 
States, p. 14, says : While at a public house in Frederick-. 
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toWn, there came into the bar-room on Sunday, a decently 
dreased white man, of quite a light cotriplexion^ in company 
with one: who was totally black. After they went away, the * 
landlord observed that, the iohite, man was a slave. I asked 
him with some surprise hoW that could be possible ?: To 
which he replied, *hat he was adescendant, by female ances- 
try, of an Afiican slave. He ,alao stated that not far from 
^ Fredericktown, there was a slave estate on which there, were 
several wldtd feniales, ajs of, fair and elegant appearance as 
white ladies in general, held in legal bondage as slaves ! I" 

A Missouri paper, .reporting the trial o. slave hoy, re- 
marks : " All the physiological marks of distinction whi6h 
characterize the African descent, had disappeared. His sJdn 
WBsfair, his hair soft, straight, fine and white, his eyes blue, 
but rather disposed to the hazel-nut color, nose prominent, 
the lips small and well formed, forehead high and promi- 
nent." 

In the summer of 1835, a slaveholder from Maryland ar- 
rested as his fugitive, a young woman in Philadelphia. A 
trial ensued, when it was most conclusively proved that the 
alleged slave, Mary Gilmore, was the child of poor Irish 
parents, and had not a drop of African blood in her veins. 

A paper printed at Louisville, Ky., the " Emporium," re- 
lates a ftircumstance that occurred in that city, in the follow- • 
ing terms. " A laudable indignation was universally mani- 
fested among our citizens on Saturday last, by the expo- 
sure of a woman and two children for sale at public auction, 
at the front of our principal tavera. The woman and chil- 
dren were as white as any of our citizens ; indeed, we 
scarcely ever saw a child with a fairer or clearer complexion 
than the younger one." — Niles's Register, June, 1821. 

Mr. Niles, tells us in his Register, that Mr. Calhoun, the 
late Vice President, had related to him the cajse of a^man 
" placed on the stand for sale as a slave, whose appearanc© 
in all respects gave him a better claim to the chai acter of a 
WHITE Man than most persons so acknowledged eould 
Blaov/." —Register, 25th Oct. 1834. 

We will now attempt to give the reader some idea of th« 
extent of the trade — a trade in which human beings of evety 
shade, from the purest white to the deepest black, are made 
articles of merchandise, and treated with cruelty little if iny, 
less than that which, has made the African slave-trade tho 
execration of the civilized world. , : 

" DealiiSgin slaves," says the Baltimore Register^ " has 
become a large business ; establishmemtsare made in several 

c 
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pl£^es in Maryland and Virginia, at wliich tUey are sold likt? 
cattle : these places of dej)psit are Btrongiy built, urid well 
' supplied with iron thutnb-scrfews and gags, and OTOamsnied 
with cowskins and other whips, oftentimes bloody." 

The advertisements of the Baltimore traders show that 
the -Maryland Golonization Society, in their endeavors to 
suppress the slave trade, may find afield for their labors less 
distant thati the coast of Africa. We annex, some samtdes. ' 

" Amtin Woodfolk of Baltitoore, . wishes to inform the*- 
slaveholders of Maryland and Virginia, that their friend still 
lives to give cash and the highest price for negroes," &c. 

" General Slave Agency Q§ice. — Gentlemen planters from 
the South and others who wish to purchase negroes, would 
do well to give me a call. Lewis Scott." 

" Cash for two hundred Negroes. — The highest cash prices 
will be paid for negroes of both sexes, by application to mo 
or my agent at Booth's Garden. Hope H." Slatee." 

''For Neio-Orleans. — A coppered, copper-fastened packet- 
brig Isaa''. Franklin, will sail on the 1st Feb. for Baltimore. 
TJvose having servants to ship will do well by making early 
application to James F. Purvis," &c. 

Human flesh is now the great staple of Virginia. In the 
■ Legislature of this Stale, in 1832, Thomas JKPfGRsoN Ran- 
dolph declared that Virginia had been converted into " <me 
grand menagerie, where Tnen are reared for the market like oxen 
for the shambles." This^ame gentleman thus compared the 
foreign with the domestic traffic. The trader (African) 
receives the slaves, a stranger in aspect, language, and man- 
ner, from the merchant who brought him from the interior. 
But ^ere, sir, individuals whom the master.has known from 
infancy— whom he has seen sporting in the innocent gam- 
bols «of childhood^ — whp have been accustomed to look to 
him for protection, he tears from the mother's arms, and scllif 
into a strange country, among a strange people, subject to cruel 
tdshrhasters. In my opinion it is mwli worse^ 

Mr. C. Fi Mkrcer asserted in the Virginia Convention of 
18S9, '* The tables of the natural growth of the slave popu- 
lation demonstrate, when c'ompared with the increase of its 
ntxmbers in the Commonwealth for twenty years past, that 
an annual revenue of not less than 3im,Ulion and a half of 
dollars IS derived from the estTportatidn of a part of this popu- 
lation." — Debates ^.99. : 

Pi'ofesaor E. A. Andrews gives a conversation he had with 
a trader on board a steam-boat on the Potomac, iu 



'5 In selling his^^slaves, N — assures me he never B0par 
rates fatoities ; butt that in pwrchasing theta he is ofteni com? 
pelled to do so, for that his business is to purchase, and he 
must take such as are in the mprket. Do you often buy the 
wife without the husband 1 Yes, very often ; and frequent- 
ly, too, they sell me the mother,;while they keep the children. 
I have often known them take mcay the infqntfrom tk^ moth- 
er's breast, and Iceep it, while they sold her. Children ifrpm 
one to eighteen months old, are now Avorth about one hun- 
dred dollars/'* 

The town of Petersburg in Virginia, seems to enjoy a 
large share of this commerce, judging from the advertise- 
ments of its merchants. ' ,. 

" Cash for Negroes.— The subscribers are particularly anx- 
ious to make a shipnent of negroes shortly. All persons who 
have slaves to part with, will do well to call as soon as pos- 
sible. ' Overly & Sauneerb." 

" The subscriber being desirous of making anotlier ship- 
ment by the Brig Adelaide to New-Orleans, on the |5rst of 
March, will give a good market price for fifty negroes from 
ten lQ thirty years old. Henrv Davis." 

" The subscriber wishes to purchase one hundred slaves, of 
both sexes, from the age of te7t to thirty, for which he is dis- 
posed to give much higher prices than have heretofore been 
given. He wiW call on those living in the adjacent countii^s 
to see wiy property. ^ Ansley Davis.'' 

But of all the Virginia merchants, Mr. Collier of Rich- 
mond, seems to be the most enterprising. We give extracts 
from his ■ ' 

" Notice. — This is to inform my former acquaintances, and 
the public generally, that I yet continue in the SLAVE 
TRADE, a« Richmond, Virginia, and will at all times buy 
and give a fair market ipnce iov young negroes.. Persons in 
rfiis State, Mtiryland, or North Carolina, wishing to sell lots 
of negroes, are particalarly requested to forward their wishea 
to me at this place. Persons wishing to purchase lots of ne- 
groes, are requested to give nae a call, as I keep constantly 
on hand at this place, a great zraa^^ for sale ; and have at 
this time the use of one hundred young Viegroes, consisting 
of boys, young men, and girls. I will sell at all times ai/a 
email advance on cost, to auit purchasers. I have comf6rt^<l^i9 
rooms with a^aiZ attached, for the receptionof the oegr(iiesj 

* Slavery and the domestic. alave trade in tho I'nited States, p. 417. 
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-aa(3 persons coming, to this place to sellslavesj can be accom- 
modatedv and every attentioti necessary will b given to have 
them Well Attended to ; and whiei3*it may lie desired, the re- 
ceptidii of the company of gentlemen dealing in slares, wiH con- 
veniently and attentively be received. My situation- is very 
heaithyand suitable for the business. Lewis iA.. CoHiiEB." 

Joseph Wood of Hamburg, South Carolina, a " gentlo- 
ifian dealing in slaves," advertises that he " has on hand a 
likely parbel of Virgiida negroes and receives new supplies 
every jifieen days." 

And what are the pecuniary results of this coiiimerce ? 
Mt. Mercer, as we have seen, estimated the annual revenue 
to Virginia from the export of human flesh, at at one million 
arid a half of dollars. But this was in 1829, before the trdde 
had reached its present palmy state. ' " The Virginia Times," 
in 1836, in an article on the importanc" of increasing the 
banking capital of the Commonwealth, estimates the num» 
ber of slaves exported for sale the "last; twelve months,'' at 
PonTif thousand; each slave averaging six hundred dollars, 
and thus yielding a capital of tvi^enty-four millions, of 
•which the Editor thinks, at least thirteen milli(ms might be 
contributed for banking purposes.* 

Let us now visit the " Metropolis of the Nation," the very 
heart of this mighty commerce in the bodies and^ souls of 
men. T^ie District of Columbia, from its relative situation 
to the breeding States, fLrms a convenient depot for the ne- 
groes, previous to thei*exportation-; and the non-interfer- 
ence of Congress, gives the traders " under the exclusive 
jurisdiction" of the Federal Government, as unlimited power 
over the treatment and stowage of their hqman cargoes, as 
their brethren enjoy, on the coast of Guinea. 

Hence large establishmeitits have grovsin up upon the na> 
tional domain, provided with prisons fijr the safe-keeping of 
the negroes till a full cargo is procured ; and should at any 
tame the i'actory prisons be insufficient, the public ones, erect- 
ed by Congress, are at the seivice of the dealers, and the 
United States .^arshal becomes the agent of the slave trader I 

It najisti be admitted, that the following Vpictures of the 
Menes witnessed in the District of Columbia, 1are drawn by 
iippSTtial hMids. So' long ago as 1802, the grand jury of 
.Aj^xandria complaining of the: trade, renSraiked : /* These 
dealers in the persons of oitr fellow-meri, c6l lect withiii this 
district from various paits, numbers of these victims of sltiV^^ 
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ry^-jan^ lodge them in some placq; of potifinement, until %hey 
have completed' their number^. They s^re then turned out 
into our streets, and exposed to view Joa^ed with c/taiips, as, 
though they had committed some heinous offence, against c»ur 
laws. We consider it as a grievance that citizens from a 
distant part of the Uriited States, should be permitted, to, 
come within the District, and pursue ia traffic fraught with 
so much misery to. a class of beings entitled to our \protec-. 
tion, by the ]a\vs of justice and humanity; and, that the in- 
terposition of civil authority cannot be had to pieyent parents 
being wrested from their offspring, and children from iheir 
parents, without respect to the ties of nature, W^e consider 
these griisvances demanding legislative redress :"— that is^ 
redress by Congress. 

In 1816, Judge Mprell of the Circuit Court of the United 
States, in his charge to the grand jury of Washington, ob- 
served, speaking of the slave trade : " The frequency with 
which the streets of the city had been crowded with manacled 
captives, sometimes on the Sabbath, could not fail to shock 
the feelings of all humane persons." 

The same year, John Randolph rpoved in the House of 
Representatives for a committee " to inquire inro the exist- 
ence of ian inhuman and illegal traffic of slaves carried on, 
in, and through the District of Columbia, and report whether' 
any or what measures are necessary for putting a stop to-the, 
same." The motion was adopted ; had it been made twen- 
ty years later, it would under the rules of the House, have 
been laid on the table, " and no further action had thereon." 

The Alexandria Gazette of June 22nd, 1827, thus describes 
the scienes sanctioned by oar professedly republican and 
Christian Legislature : " Scarcely a week passes without 
some of these wretched creatures being driven through our 
streets. Aflt-r having been confined, and sometimes mana- 
cled in a loathsome prison, they are turned out in public 
view to take their departme for the South. The children 
and some of the women are generally crowded into a cart or 
wagon, while others follow on foot, not unfrequently hand- 
cuffed and cJiaincd together. Here you may behold fathers 
and brothers leaving behind them the dearest objects of af- 
fection, and moving slowly along in the mute agony of . de- 
spair -—there the young mother sobbing over the infant 
whpse innocent smiles, seem but to increase her miseryi~ 
Fi:om.some you, wiii hear the burst of bitter lamentatio)E», 
while from others, the lojjd hysteric laugl) break8;iarth» de- 
noting stiU deeper agqny«",'. 
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In 1828, a petition for the suppression of this trade was 
presented to Congress, signed by more than one thmsatid in- 
hahiMnts of this District. 

In 1829, the Grand Jury of Washington made a commu- 
nication to Congress, in which they say, " provision ought 
to be made to prevent purchasers for tlie purpose of removal 
and transportation, from making the cities of the District, 
depots for the ijhprLionment of the slaves they collect. The 
manner in which they^re brought and confined in these 
places, a7id carried tkrougJi our streets, is necessarily such as 
to excite the most painful feelings. It is believed that the 
whole community would be gratified by the interfe?ence of 
for th6 suppression of these receptacles, and the 
exclusion of this disgusting traffic from the District." 

in 1830, the "Washington Spectator" thus gave vent to 
its indignation. 

" The slave trade in the Cajntal. — Let it be known to the 
citizens of America, that at the very time when the proces- 
sion which contained the President of the United States and 
his Cabinet was marching in triumph to the Capitol, another 
kind of procession was marching another way ; and that 
consisted of colored hutnan beinigs, handc7iffed in pairs, and 
driven along by what had the appearance of a man on horse- 
back ! A similai* scene was Repeated on Saturday last ; a 
drove consisting of males, and females, chained in couples t 
starting from Roly's tavern on foot for Alexandria, where 
with others they are to embark on board a slave ship in wait- 
ing to convey them to the South. Where is the O'Connell 
in this Republic that will plead for the emancipation of the 
District of Columbia !" 

The advertisements of the dealers, indicate the extent of 
the traffic. The National Intelligencer of the 28th March, 
1836, printed at Washington, contained the following adver- 
tisements. 

" Cash for Jive hundred Negroes, including both sexes, from 
ten to. twenty-five years of age. Persons having likely ser- 
vants to dispose of, will find it their interest to give us a call, 
as we will give higher piioes in cash, than any other pur- 
chaser who is now or may hereafter come into the makket. 

Franklin & Amfield, Alexandria." 

" Gash for three hundred JVe^roes.— The highest cash price 
will be given by the subscriber, tor negroes of both sexes, 
from the ages of twelve to twenty-eight. 

William H. Williams, Washington." 
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" Casli for four hundred Negroes, including both BexeB,from 
twelve to twenty rfive years of age. 

James H. Birch, "Washington City." 

" Cash for Negroes. — We will at all times give the high- 
est prices in cadh for likely young negroes of both sexes, 
from, ten to thirty years of age. 

J. W. Neal & Go. Washington." 

Here we find three traders in the District, advertising in 
one day for tihelve hundred negroes, and a fourth offering to 
buy an indefinite number. 

In a later number of the Intelligencer, we find the follow- 
ing. 

" CasJi for Negroes. — ^I will give the highest price for like- 
ly negroes from ten to twenty-five years of age. 

George Kephart." 

" Cash for Negroes. — I will give cash and liberal prices 
for any number of young and likely negroes, from eiglit to 
forty years of age. Persons having negroes to dispose of 
will find it to their advantage to give me a call at my resi- 
dence on the corner of Seventh-street and Maryland Avenue, 
and opposite Mr. Willikms' private jail. 

William H.. Richards." 

" Cash for Negroes. — The subscriber wishes to purchase a 
number of negroes for the Louisiana and Mississippi marJceti 
Himself or an agent at all times can be found at his jail, on 
Seventh-street. Wm. H. Williams." 

The unhappy beings purchased by these traders in human 
flesh, men and women, and children of eight yeai's oldj are 
sent to the South, either over, land in coffles, or by sea, in 
crowded slavers. Fostered by Congress, these traders lose 
all sense of shame ; and we have in the National Intelligen- 
cer, the following . announcement. of the regular departure of 
<Arec sparer*, belonging to a single factory. 

" jUexandriU' q?id ' New- Orleans paclcels. — -Brig Tribune^ 
Samuel C. Bush, master, will sail as above on the ]st Janu* 
ary — Brig Isaac Franldin, Wm. Smith, master, on the 16th 
January — Brig Uncos, Nath. Boush, master, on the 1st Fel> 
ruary. They will continue to leave this port on the Ist and 
15th of each month, throughout the shipping. seasoni iSer- 
vants that are intended to he shipped; will at any Ume be-vecei-' 
fxd for safe-keeping at twenty-five cents a day.'^ ; ' '.i i 

John Ampjeld, Alexandm." 

Thisirifamous advertisement of the regular sailifig ofdire^ 
slaVers, and the offer of the: useiaf the factory prison, app&eiis 
in one. of the principal journals of the United iStet^; Its 
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propiietor has several tithes been chosen printer to Congress, 
and there is no reason for believing that he has ever lost the 
vote of a northern member for this prostitution of his col- 
umns. 

But the climax of infamy is still xmtold. This trade in 
blood; this buying, imprisoning, and exporting of boys and 
girls eight years old ; this tearing asunder of husbands and 
wives, parents and children, is all legalized in virtun of au- 
thority delegated hi/ Congress ! ! The 249th page of the 
laws of the city of Washington, is polluted by the following 
enactment, bearing date 28th July, 1831. 

*' For a LICENSE to trade or traffic in slaves for profit, four 
hundred dollars." 

Such is the character and extent of the American slave 
trade, impudently and wickedly called by the Senate, " the 
coasting trade," — a trade protected and regulated by the 
very government which in the Ti-eaty of Ghenf, with won- 
derful assurance, declared that " the traffic in slaves is irre- 
concilable with the principles of justice and humanity." 

The government may be fairly said to prdtect the trade, 
when it refuses to exercise its constitutional - power to sup- 
press it. The .very fact that slave ti aders are licensed in the 
District, is a full and complete acknowledgement that there 
is authoiity competent to forbid their nefarious business. 
The continuance of the traffic under the immediate and " ex- 
clusive jurisdiction" of the National Government, stamps 
with disgrace every member of Congress who assents to it; 
and more especially, and with "peculiar infamy, those north- 
em members who, for party purposes, vote that " Congress 
ought not in any xoay to interfere with slavery in the District 
of Columbia." 

But we are constantly told by the apologists of slavery that 
ths American slave trade is beyond the constitutional con-r 
trol of the Federal Governmenf; ; yet.that government abol- 
ished the African slave trade, and lio human being ever quesr 
tioned its right to do so ? But whence was that derived 1 
Sol&^.y frorb the Sth Sec. of the 1st Art. of the Constitution, 

" Congress shall have power to regulate commerce with 
foreign nations, and among the several States." 

In virtue of this delegation of power, Congress has made 
it a capital crime to carry on commerce in African slaves. 
Now £bat this legislative prohibition of the traffic is cdristi- 
ttttional> is proved by the highest possible atith6rity, e:76n tife 
Odnstitution itself; foii that instrument, after giving Con* 
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grass power to regulate cQEomerce with foreign nations/ rc- 
etricts from abblishing the. African slave trade before the 
expirat1on:of twenty years.* To regulate, we are told,- does 
not include the power to destroy ; yet it seems the power to 
regulate commerce with foreign nations does include 'the 
power to interdict, an odious, cruel, and vVicked brjiricb of it; 
By what logic then will it be shown that the power to regu- 
late the commerce among the several States, does not include 
the power to interdict a traiiic in men, women, and children 1 
Is it more wicked, more base, more cruel, to traffic iif Afri- 
can savages than in native bom Americans — in white men, 
and women and children — in the offspring of our own citi- 
zens, and not unfrequently, of very distinguished citizens ? 
Yet it is this abominable commerce that our government fos- 
ters and protects. We have seen its watchful guardianship 
over this trade in its unceasing endeavors to obtain compen- 
sation from Great Britain for 2S7 slaves thrown by the winds 
and waves under her protection. Mr. Van Buren, our Min- 
ister in England, in an official note on this subject, (Feb. 25, 
1832,) remarked :— . 

" The Government of the United States respecting the 
actual and unavoidable condition of things at home, while it 
most sedulously and vigoi-ously guards against the further in- 
troduction of slaves, protects at the same time by reasonable 
laws the rights of the owners of that species of property in 
the States where it exists, and permits its transfer coastwise 
from one of these States to another, under suitable restric- 
tions to prevent the fraudulent introduction of foreign slaves.'* 

By the act of Congress of 2d March, 1507, masters of yesi 
eels under 40 t<ms burthen, are forbidden to transport coast- 
wise from one port to another in the United States any perr 
son of color to ne sold or held as a slave, under the penalty 
of $800 for each slave so transported. 

By the same act. masters of vessels, over 40 tons burthen 
sailing coastwise from one port to another, and intendijig.', to 
tramport persons of color to he sold.or held as slaves, must first 
make out duplicate manifests, specifying the riamesi sex, age, 

* The phi-asenlogy of this lystnctiors shows that it was intended tq limit 
the power to rrgnlate rommpjce a-j well " ammig thn ispverar States" ns 
with foreign nations; Th« migratibn, oy importation of siicli perfiiihs as any 
of the exi*ling^StatP3 slittll thiilk proper to a ^mit, shall not.be prohibitwl by 
th,e Congress prior.tn Mie year one ihousand ei^ht hundred arid oight.l?-^ Art". 
X. Sec. 9.) If any State should thipk, proper to nimStfAm^^a migrating from 
another State, it wi^ not to hie restrabied frorii doing feo.till Iftdfll* If it 
'should' think pitJpV i to import slaves from a foreign" couVitry; it migttt ' do iia 
notwitbstaodiiig' the wtshet of Congress,' till the same .period^-f^ '. ) ; * ■ ; .i-. , k 



42 



DUPLICITY OP THE FEDERAL QOVEnNMENt. 



and itature, of the persons transported, and the names and 
residence of their owner or shipper. These manifests are 
to be delivered to the collector of the port who is to retain 
one, and to return the other to the master with a permit" 
endorsed on it, " authorizing him to proceed to the port of 
destinatioii." If. the master presumes to transport a slave 
without such permit, not only is the vessel foifeited, but tiie 
master is to pay a penalty of $1000 for each slave shipped. 
On the arrival of the vessel at the port of destination, the 
manifest, with the permit, is to be handed to the collector, 
who thereupon is to grant a "permit" for the landing of the 
slaves, and if any are landed without such permit, the master 
forfeits one thousand dollars. So it seems Congress may 
prohibit the slave trade in vessels under forty tons ; but ac- 
cording to northern politicians, it would be unconstitutional 
to prohibit it in vessels over for.y tons ; and according to the 
slaveholders, such a prohibition would cause the dissolution 
of the Union ! But alas ! the permission, regulation, and 
protection of this traffic is in perfect keeping with 

The duplicity of the Federal Government in regard 
. to the suppression op the African slave trade. 

The great struggle for the abstract principles of human 
liberty, in which our fathers engaged with so much zeal, had, 
at the close of the I'evolutionary war, excited a very general 
conviction of the injustice of slavery. When the coiivention 
appointed to form a Federal Constitution ahsembled, the 
northern and many of the southern, delegates 'vore disposed 
to give the new government sucb unqualified power over the 
commerce of the nation, as would enable it to abolish a traf- 
fic no less at variance with our republican professions than 
with the precepts of humanity and religion. A portion of 
the southern delegates however, insisted on a temporary re- 
striction of this power as the jiiice of their adhesion to the 
"Onion ; and their threat of marring the beauty, symmetry, 
and strength of the fair fabric about to be erected by with* 
drawing from it the support of the States they represented, 
unfortunately induced the convention to yield to their wishes, 
and to insert in the Constitution a clause restraining Con- 
gress from abolishing the African slave trade for tv^'enty 
years. Mr. Madison has left us the following history of this 
iniquitous clause. "The southern States would not have 
entered, into, the union of America without the tetaporat^ 
peirmfsMon of that txade. The gentlemen , from Soutb Caro- 
lina and Georgia, argued in this manners' We have now 
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liberty to import this species of property, and much of the 
property now possessed has been purchased, or otherwise 
acquired in contemplation of improvitig it by the assistaiice 
of imported slaves. What would be the consequence of 
hindering us from it ] The slaves of Virginia would rise in 
value and we should be obliged to go to your markets.* " — 
Debates in Virginia Convention. 

We have here the solution of much contradictory action 
on the part of the slaveholders in regard to this trade. It 
seems to have been early discovered that its abolition would 
be advantageous to the slave-breeders, but not to the slave- 
buyers. Owing to climate, soil, and productions, slave labor 
is less profitable in Maryland and Virginia, than in the ittbre 
southern States ; hence, the greater demand for this labor in 
the latter States has, since the cessation of importation, 
caused a constant influx of slaves from the former. The 
breeders in Maryland and Viginia have, for the most part, 
striven in good faith for the total suppression of the African 
trade ; while those who originally refused to enter the Union 
unless permitted for at least twenty years, to import their 
slaves directly from Africa, have since evinced very little db- 
sirc to secure to their neighbors the monopoly of the market. 

Whenever the opponents of Abolition find it convenient 
to refer to the action of the Federal Government on the sub- 
ject of slavery, they laud and nagnify its horror of the Afri- 
can slave trade, and exultingly point to the law of Congress, 
branding it with the, penalties of piracy. And yet we are 
inclined to believe, that the conduct of our government in re- 
lation to this very subject, is one of the foulest stains attach- 
ed to our national administration. Has the trade been' sup- 
pressed 1 Has the Federal Government in good faith en- 
deavored to suppress it 1 These are important questions, 
and we shall endeavor to solve them by an appeal to facts 
and official documents. ' 

In a debate in Congress in 1819, Mr. Middletoii of South 
Carolina, stated, that in 'his opinion, 13,000 Africans were 
annually smuggled into the United States. Mr. Wright of 
Viropni-i, estimated the number at 15,000 ! The same year, 
Judge Story of the Supreme Court of the United States, iii 
a charge to a Grand Jury, thus expresses himself : — " We 
have but too many proofs from unquestionable spiirtetti that 
it (the African trade) is still carried on with all tiie implaca- 
ble ferocity and inseitiable rapacity of former times; Avarice 
has groivn more subtle in its evasions, aiid W^chfes ftnd'"86i- 
zes its prey with an appetite quickened rathei* ihsla suppre^ 
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flfld by its gujlty vigils, American citizens are steeped to 
their vory mouths, (I can scarcely use too bold a figure,) in 
thisfitream of iniquity." 

Qn the 32d Jan. 1811, the Secretary of the Navy vvroto 
to tho cornmanding naval officer at Charleston. " 1 hear, not 
without great concern, that the law prohibiting the importa- 
tion of slaves, has been violated infrcqunit instances, near St. 
Mary's, since tho gun-boats have been withdrawn from that 
station." 

On tho 14th March, 1814, the Cfillector of Darien, Geor- 
gia, thus wrote to tho Secretary of the Treasury: — "I am in 
posaession of undoubted information, that African and West 
India negroes are almost daily illicitly^introduced into Geor- 
gia, for settlement, or passing through it to the territories of 
the United States, for similar purposes. These facts are no- 
torious, and it is not unusual to see such nogroes in the streets 
of St. Mary, and such too, recently captured by our vessels 
of war, and ordered for Savannah, were illegally bartered 
by hundreds in that city, for this bartering (or bonding, as it 
is called, but in reality 5e//'/?j^,) actually took place before any 
decision has passod by the Court respecting them. I can- 
not but again express to you, sir, that these iriegularities, 
and mocking of the laws by men who understand them, are 
Buch that it requires the immediate interpositiotj of Congress 
to effect the suppression of this traffic ; for as things are, 
bhould a faithful officer of the Government' apprehend such 
negroes, to avoid the penalties imposed by the laws, tJie pro- 
prietors disclaim them, and some agent of the Executive de- 
mands a delivery of the same to him, tcho muy cnnjiloy them as 
he pleases, or effect a sale by way of bond for the restoration of 
tlie negroes when legally called on so to do, iohich bond is un- 
derstood to be forfeited, oji the amount of the bond is so much 
less than tlie value of the property. After much fatigue, peril, 
and expense, eighty-eight Africans are seized and brought to 
the Surveyor to Darien ; they are demanded by the Govern- 
or's agent. Notwithstanding the knowledge which his Ex- 
cellency had that these very Africans werestime weeks with- 
in six miles of his Excellency's residence, there was no ef- 
fort, no stir made by him, his agents or subordinate State 
officers, to carry the laws into execution ; but no sooner than 
it WM understood that a seizure had been effected by an 
officer of the United States, a demand is made for them ; 
and it is not difficult to perceive, .that the very aggi'essors 
may, by a forfeiture of the mock bond, be again placed in 
pQSsession of the smuggled property." . 
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In 1817, Geaftral David B. Michell, Governor of Georgia, 
resigned 'the' Ex-^sutiv©' chair, and accepted the appointment 
under the Federal Govennnent, of Indian Agent at the Greek 
Agency. He was afterwatds charged with being, coiicerned 
in the winter of 1817 and 1818, in the illegal iihportation of 
Africans. The documents in support of the charge, and 
those also which he offered to disprove it, were placed by 
the President in the hands of Mr. Wirt, the Attorney Gen* 
6ral of the United States^ who on th'e 21st Januaryi^l821, 
made a report on the same. From thia report, it appears 
that no less than 94 Afncans were smuggled into Georgia, 
and carried to Mitcheir.s residence. Mr. Wirt concludes 
his report with the expression of his conX'iction, " that Gen. 
Mitchell is guilty of having prostituted his power as Agent 
for Indian Affairs at the Creek Agency, to tlie purpose of 
aiding and assisting in a conscious breach of the Act of Con- 
gress of 1807, in prohibition of the slave trade, and this from 
mercenary motives."* 

On the 22d May, 1817, the Collector at Savannah wrote 
to the Secretary of the Treasury : — "I have just received 
information from a source on which I can' implicitly rely, 
that' it has already become the practice to introduce into the 
State of Georgia across St. Mary's River, from Amelia Is- 
land, E. Florida, Africans who have been earned into the 
port of Ferdinauda. 'It is further understood, that the evil 
will not be confined altogether to Africans, but will be extend- 
ed to the W4>Tst class of West India Slaves." 

Captain Morris of the Navy, informed the Secretary of 
the Navy, (18tb June, 1817,) — "Slaves are smuggled in 
through the numerous inlets to the westward, where iJ/e peo- 
ple are but too mttc/i flis270sed to render every possibfe assistance. 
Several hundred slaves are now at Galveston, and persons 
have gone from New-Orleans to purchase them." , 

On the 17th April, 1818, the Collector at New-Orleans, 
wrote to the Secretary of the Treasury : — " No efforts of 
the officers of the Customs alone, can be effectual in prevent- 
ing the introduction of Africans from the westward to put 
a stop to that traffic, a naval force suitable to those vpaters is 
indispensable; and vessels captured with slaveis iw^^ KOi <o 
he brought into this port, but to some other in the United States^ 
for adjvdication."' We may learn the cause of this signifi- 
cant hint, from a communication made the 9th July; in the 
same year, to the Secretary, by the Collector at Nova-Ib|6ra. 

* Seuate papera, lab Session, 17tb'~CoDg. No. S3. .:■ . ; - - 
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Last'Bumraer I got 6ut State iwaxrante, and had negroes 
sielzed to the number of eighteen, which were part.of them 
stolea 'out .of the custody of the coroner ; the balance were con- 
demned by the District Judge, and the informers received 
their part of the nett proceeds from the Stale Treasurer. 
Five negroes that were seized about the same time, were 
tried at Opelousa in May last, by the same Judge. He de- 
cided that some Spaniards that were supposed to have set up 
0. sham claip, stating that the negroes had been stolen from 
them on the high seas, (! !) should have the negroes, and that 
' the J3eri507w Ao seized them should pay half the costs, and the 
State of Louisiana the other. This decision had such an ef- 
fect as to render it almost impossible for me to obtain any 
assistance in that part of the country." 

' The Secretary of the Treasury, in a letter to the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, 20th January, IS 19, re- 
marked- It is understood that proceedings have been in- 
stituted under the State authorities which have terminated in 
the SALE of persons of color illegally imported into the States 
of Georgia and Louisiana, during the years 1817 and 1818. 
There is no authentic copy of the acts of the Legislatures of 
these States upon this subject in this department, but it is 
understood that in both States, Africans and other persons of 
color, illegally imported, are directed to be sold for thk 

BENEFIT op THE STATE."* 

We have now, -we think, proved from high authority, that 
notwithstsnding the legal prohibition of the slave trade, the 
people, the courts, and the Executive authority in the plant- 

• In 1835, the New-York Journnl of Commnrco asserted that vessels had 
been recently fitted out in thoit port for the African slave trade. 

The Boston Express of 17tli December, 1838, thus gives the substance of 
the statements .made by Mr. Elliott Cresson, of the Pennsylvania Coloiiizar 
tion Society, in a public address delivered a few days before in Boston 
, , "put of 177 slave ships which arrive at Cuba every year, five-Eixths aro 
QWned.and fitted out from ports in the United States ; and the enormous pro- 
fits accruing from their voyages remitted to this country. One house in New- 
York received lately for its share alone the sum of $250,000. Baltimore n 
largely interested in this accursed traffic as well as New-York— and even 

/Boston, with all her religion and- morality, docs not disdain to increase her 
wealth by, a participatici) in so damnable a business. A gentleman of the 
highest respectability lately informed Mr. Cresson that a sailor in this city 
told him that ho had received several hundred dollars of hash money to mako 
keep silent, and when he meu-noned the names of his employers the gen- 
tleman says he was actually afraid to repeat , them, so high da they 'stand in 
society. A captain in the merchajnt service from New-Yorkj was lately offered 

ills oiwn terms by two diSerent houses provided he would undertake a sldr» 
voyage." 

Of the trutb of these statements we kno9 pothing. 
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iiig States, have afforded facilitieis for the importation pf Af- 
ricans. It now becomes' import&nt to inquire how far th6 
Federal Government has enforced the penalties imposed by 
the Act forbidding the trade. 

On the 7th January, 1819^ Joseph Nourse, Register of the 
Treasury, in an official document submitted to Congress, cer- 
tified that there were no r^cdrds in the Treasury department 
of any forfeitures under the Act of 1807, abolishing the slave 
trade ! So that notwithstanding the thirteen or fifteen thou- 
sand slaves, said by southern members of Congress to be 
annually smuggled into the United States- — notwithstanding 
American citizens were declared by a Judge of the Supreme 
Court to be " steeped to their very, mouths in this stream of 
iniquity," ?Joi one single forfeiture had in eleven years reached 
the Treasury of the United States ! Mr. Nourse, howeVer, 
states, that it was understood that there had been recently kvo 
forfeitures, one in South Carolina, and the other in Alabama^ 
Respecting the first, we have no information^ of the latter, 
we are able to present the following extraordinary histoiy. 
: The Collector at Mobile, writing Nov, 15, 1818, to the 
Secretary qf the Treasury, remarks, "Should West" Florida 
be given up to the Spanish authorities, both, the American 
and Spanish vessels it is to be apprehended will be employed 
in the impoitation of slaves with an ultimate destination to 
this country; and even in its present situation, the greatest 
facilities are afforded for obtaining slaves from Havanna and 
elsewhere through West Florida. Three vessels, it is true, 
were taken in the attempt last summer, but this wa:s bvnng 
rather to accident than any well-timed arrangement to j)i?event 
the trade." - 

. These three vessels brought in 107 slaves. By what mis^ 
• take they were captured we are not informed, but another 
letter from the Collector shows us how the " accident" was 
remedied. " The vessels and cargoes and slaves have been 
delivered on hands; the former to the owners, and the 
slaves to three other persons. The Grand Jury found 
tme bills against the owners of the vessels, masters and six- 
^QXCBXgo—^alldf whom Itave heen discliarged — why or where- 
fore, I cannot say, except that it could ?2«>f be for wantoiT 
proof against, them," From this letter it is most protablo 
that the forfeiture of which Mr. Nourse had heard, if -any in 
&ct occurred, was the collusive forfeiture of Ae Bonds.* ^ ' 



' * The <lociiniehtti we have quoted on this subject, are ^ be found in Re- 
|K)rtii-of Cotomittees.— Idt Sess. Slat Coiog. No. 348. 
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We most fi'eely acknowledge tliat so far as the statute 
book is to be received as evidence, there can be no question 
of* the sincerity and seal with which the Federal Government 
has labored to suppress the African slave trade : but lav/s do 
aot execute themselves, and we shall wow appeal to the stat- 
ute book, and to, the minutes of Congress, to convict tho 
Government of gross hypocrisy and duplicity. 

It is difficult to understand why men who are engaged in 
breeding slaves for the market, or why men who are employ- 
ed in buying and working slaves, should have any moral or 
religious scruples about the African trade ; and when wo find 
political leaders professing to be ready to sacrifice the Union 
to secure the perpetuity of the American trade, we may sure- 
ly be excused for doubting the sincerity of their denuncia- 
tions against the foreign traffic. 

In the year 1817, a new and sudden zeal was excited m 
Congress for ths abolition of the trade, and this y.eal as v/q 
shall see, was the oll'spring of the elTorts of Virginia to colo- 
nize the free blacks. The legislature of that Ktate bad for 
years been anxious to get rid, not of the slaves, but of tho 
free negroes. On the 1st January, 1817, the Colonization 
Society, the result of Vii'ginia policy, was organized at 
Washingtoii, and immediately presented a memorial to Con- 
gress praying for national countenance. The committee to 
whom this memorial was referred, reported (ilth Feb.) two 
resolutions: — 1st, Calling on the President to enter irxto 
negotiations with foreign powers for the " entii'e and imme- 
diate abolition of the traffic in slaves ;" and 2nd, asking bim 
to obtain the consent of Great Britain to our colonizing free 
■people of color at Sierra Leone. Thus early was the oawse 
of Colonization connected with the agitation in Congress 
about the slave trade ; a connexion from which, as we shall 
presently see, the Society reaped a very large pecuniary ad- 
vantage. The resolutions v/ere not acted im, and the nexS 
session, Mr. Mkucer, regarded in Virginia as the father of 
the Society, succeeded in getting a vote of the House (Dec. 
30th, 1817,) instructing the committee <m the memorial frora 
the Society, to report on the expediency of rendenng the 
laws against the slave trade more effectual. Of this commit- 
tee Mr. Mercer was himself the chairman ; and he recom- 
Kiended in his report, that the President should take meas- 
ures for procuring suital-h terriionf iti Africa for colonizing 
free peovle of color with their owii consent ; and that armed 
vessels should occasionally be sent to Africa for th§ purpose 
of iiiterrupting the trade. The suggestions of the commit- 
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tbG were not adopted, but the ensuing session, (3d March, 
1819,) a new act against the slave trade was passed, which 
gave " a local habitation" to the present colony of Monrovia ; 
and was equivalent to a liberal and nalicrsal grant to tlf& So- 
ciety. By this act, the President was authorized to restore 
to their country, such Africans as might be captured on board 
of slavers, or illegally introduced into the United States j and 
he was to appoint agents on the coast to receive them. Mr. 
Monroe, then President of the United States, was a zealous 
colonizationist, and was afterwards placed at the head of the 
Auxiliary Society. Let us see what use he made of the 
powers entrusted to him by the act of 1819. Many years 
after; an inquiry was instituted in Congress as to the expend- 
itures under this law, and the Secretary of the Navy (1830,) 
reported that " 252 persons* of this description (r.^captured 
Africans,) have been removed to the settlement providcu by 
the Goloiiization Society on the coast of Africa ; and that 
there had. been expended therefoi", the sura of tivo hundreds 
and sixty-four tlioiinand seven hundred and ten dollars. ^' 
The practice, h<is been to furnish these persons with provis- 
' ions for a period -of timti after being landed in Africa, vary- 
ing, from I six. months to. one year; to provide them With 
houses^ arms, and ammunition ; to pay- for the erection' of 
fortilicationsj for the building of vessels for their use, and in 
abort to render all tlie aid reciuired fw -lie founding and siip- 
]}ort of a colonial estahlisJm.ent." 

A report from Amos Kendall, Fourth Auditor of the 
Treasury^ discloses more particularly the manner in which 
the"- Act in addition to the Acts prohibiting the slave trade 
was Inade subservient to the purposes of the Colonization 
Society.. 

"In .May, 1822j the. Secretary, of the Navy directed that 
tc7i liberated Africans should be delivered to Mr. J. Ashmun, 
for transportation to Africa. The Secretary authorized him 
to take put at the 'expense of the Government, 15,000 hard 



" We'haye not been nbli3 to ascertain fi'om what sosirces the^e Africans 
xtere obtuined, but that they were not all of tlicm trophies of the zeal ofoui- 
cniisors in 1ho Cnuse of humnnity, appears from the foJIowing extracts from 
oflicial <inf;Mmenc3. " There are now in the charge of the Marshal of Gcor- 
c'lii, 243 Africans tnl^en out of a South Aniericon privateer, the " General 
Kamirez," wkosc creto mutinied, ond brought the vessel into St. Marifs, 
l?('or/,'ir7.^Linter of Sec'y of Navy, 7th Ft'b'y, lOSl. " A tiecision of the 
Hupremo Court in thi'; ca3i> of the ' General ftamire?,' placed under the con- 
Ifol of the Government frotn 125 to 130 Aft-ionns, who v.-oro brought into 
Georgia, and nrrangeninnta aro mnhing semi therA i& ifie Agewi/."-^ 
(Liberia.)— Report of Sec'y of Navy, Dec, 2d, 1325, 
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bricis;, 5,000 feet of assorted timbor, 30 barrels of ship bread, 
eight of £ar, four of pitch, four of rosin, awl two of turpen- 
tine. * * , - ^ ^ ^ * 

In^the simple grant of power to an agent to receive recap- 
tured nogroea, it requiyesj broad construction to find a grant 
of authority to colonize them, to build houses for them, to 
farai;sh them with farming utensils, to pay instructers to 
teach them, to purchase ships for their commerce^ to build 
forts for their protection, to supply them with arms and mu- 
niliona, and to employ the army and navy in their defence *" 

It cannot bo denied tliat the friends of Colonization had 
great encouragement to proceed in their warfare against the 
slave trade. Accordingly Mr. Mercer, as the chairman of 
the committee to whom a memorial from the Society had 
been referred, reported (May 9th, 1830,) a Bill mcarpm-aii?}^ 
Hie Society, and another mahing the slave trade,, "piracy; an(J 
likewise two resolutions, — the first requesting the Presidenjt 
to negotiate with foreign powers, " m the means of effecting 
an entiTfi and immediate aholition of ^le slave trade /" and. 
anotbeij requesting him to make such upe of the public ai^ned 
vessels as may aid the efforts <f the. Colonizatirm SQ&ieiy. 
The first resolution was adopted- an^ the consideration of 
the other postponed. A few days afteir, (May 15th,) the Act 
making the African sl3,ve trade, piratical, \v,as passed.. But 
laws do not execute themselves : and if5any siavQ;.trad&r has. 
auffered death in the United States as a pirate, we CQufess 
m'iX ieHorance of the fact.t 

It ce?itainiy required some little assurance in frlje Houso 
of R.epresentatives, thus to order a negotiation with foreigi^ 
powera, for the suppression of the trade, when tbg Federal 
Government had itself been so remiss in its efforts, that both 
Houses of the British Parliament had, the yeax before, (July 



** Senate Documents- 2 Sess. 2 Cong. 

i In 1820, a slave vessel, the Science, fitted out ot Nevi 1'ork, and com- 
manded by Adolphe Lncoste of Charlestoii, South Curoiinn, ?<a8 captured on 
the coast of Africa, by tho United Sluts.'t Ship, Cyane, and Lacoste went hpirio 
for tiial. Tha trial took plac.e in the Circuit. Court of the United States, be- 
fore Judge Stor.y. The evidence \vo3 full. and unequivocal; Lncoste wag. 
convicted, and sentenced to five years' imprisonment, and to the payment ot" 
a fine of $'J,O0P. Hud the crime been committed a few montjis later, the 
jienulty would have been death, under the new. law, declaring the trade pira- 
KS'. LacosUi rpceivcd a full pardon from the- President, niid the render may 
ihonce judge, whether had he been convicted us a pirate, hia life would hayo 
been much m danger. The reaaona assigned for the paidon, youth, pre- 
vious good character, and an aged niothvs.-mNiles'a Reglii^r, Ami 2&j. 
3,822. 
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-idiO,) addvessetl the Prince Regent, praying him to renew. 
" his beneficent endeavors, more especially with the Gov- 
ernments of France and the United States oj' America, for tlie- 
effectual attainment of an object we all profess to have in 
view and a negotiation had already been actually com- 
menced with our Governmont, proposing to concede " to 
each other's ships of w^ar, a qualified right of search, with a 
power of detaining the vessels of either State, with slaves 
actually on hoard and a positive refusal to this proposal 
had already been returned. There is no evidence that our 
Government ever took a single measure in consequence of 
this resolution ; and under all the circumstances of the case, 
it is not uncharitable to believe, that it was intended to save 
appearances. 

We must now beg the reader's attention to a new act, in 
this farce of suppressing the slave trade. 

In 1814, our goveniraent concluded a war with Great 
Britain, and in the -treaty of peace, gave its assent to the. fbl- 
lowing article. " Whereas the traffic in slaves is irreconci- 
lable with the principles of humanity and justice ; and where- 
as His Majesty and' the United States ai^e desirous of con- 
tinning their eSopts to promote its entire abolition, ilr is here- 
by agreed, that both the contracting parties shall, use their 
best endeavora-to accomplish so desirable an object." 

On the 29tb January, 1823, Mr. Stratford Canning, the 
British Minister at Washington, addressed ia letter to the 
Secretary . of ;State, reminding him of this pledge, and calling 
on the American Government either to assent to the plan 
proposed by . Great Britain, or to suggest '^^some other efficient 
one in its plase. After the reception of. this letter, and be- 
fore the return of an. answer, the following resolution was 
passed (2Sth Feb.) by the House* o£S.epresentatives, viz. 

" Resolved, that the President o£'the United Slates be re- 
quested to enter upon and prosecute- from time to time, such 
negotiations with the several maritime powers of Europe and 
America, as lie may deem expedient, for the effectual aboli- 
tion of the African slave trAde, and its ulthnatc denunciation 
as piracy, under tlie l'cms.of nations, by the cbnsent of the civ-.. 
ilized icorld" b 

The British Minister was then informed, in answer to his ■ 
letter, that the plan proposed by the United States was a 
mutual stipulation to annex the penalty of piracy to the of- 
fo'nce of participatiing in the trade, by the citizens and sub- . 



" I^ettcr frooi Lord Ctestlcreagh to Miv Rush, June 29, 1818.. 
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jecls of the two parties. Mr; Canning replied, that " Grieat 
Britain desires no other, than that any of her sxibjects who 
so far defy the laws, and dishonor the character of their 
country as to engage in a trade of blood, proscribed not moire 
by the act of the legislature, than by die national feeling, 
should be detected and brought to justice even by for^gn 
liands, and from under the protection of her flag." He nev- 
ertheless urged a limited concession of the light of search, 
as the only practical cure of the evil.; and he communicated 
the fact, that so late as January, 1822, it was stated officially 
by the Governor of Sierra Leone, "that theiine rivers of 
Nunez and Pongas were entirely under the control of rene- 
gade European, and ^?«mc«» slave traders." He tlien pro- 
posed that a mutual right of search should he conceded, to 
be confined to a fixed number of cruisers on each' side ;. to 
be restricted to certain parts of the oce8.n j and that to piter 
vent abuses, these cruisers should act under regulations pre- 
pared by mutual consent ; and moreover, that, this conces- 
sion should be made only for a short time; that if. ibiMtdi&r' 
convenient in practice, it might be disconitintied.'* , ; ,1 i 
~ . But tlie Rigpubhc stood on its dignity, and wojtdd i^ot conn: 
descend to yield a concession which Great Britdni, -Frat^ce; 
Spain, Portugal, the Netherlands, Denpiark,* Sweden, and 
Sardinia:, have thought it no degradation to make in the cause 
oi'humatiity. 

But still the American Government was very anxious thait 
every man of every nation, who engag-jd in the traffic of 
slaves on the coast of Africa, (not in the District pf .'ColuTOr 
bia,) should be hung by the neck till he was dead j and ibj^- 
withy in obedience to the resolution of 28th February, des- 
patches were forwarded to the Cabinets of France, Spain,;: 
Portugal j Russia, the Netherlands, Buenos Ayres, and Co- 
lumbia, announcing the desire of thiB United States to de- 
clare the; trade piracy, by the common consent of vnations. 

It is generally understood, that a pirate is an enemy to the : 
human race, and may be put to death by any gdvernment in . 
whose hands he may <;haiice to fall. If this was not the purr 
port of the proposition ^f the House of Representatjyesjthat 
the trade should be denounced " as piracy under the laws 
of nations^ by the consent of ilie civilized world" we- may 
well ask, what did it mean 7^ ; : 

On the 24th June, 1823, instructions were forwarded to 



* Letter from Mr. Sii-utfoid Canning to thdSoomtary of State, I8th April, 
1823. 
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our IVIinister in England, authorizing him to conclude a 
treaty with Great Britain on the subject of the slave tiade, 
oil certain conditions. "The draft of -a convention^" says 
the Secretary of State, " is herewith enclosed, which, IF the 
British Government should agree to treat upon this subject, 
bn the'basis of a legislative prohibition of the slave trade by 
both parties under the penalties of piracy, you are autbori- 
z6d;t6 propose and concludei" ' 
' ' Novy" it should be remembered, that at this time the trade 
vvas not piratical by the British laws, and the English Minis- 
try ebiild' not make it so by treaty. We therefore proposed 
condition with wbich possibly, they might not have it in 
their power to comply. The ministry, however, when made 
acquainted witb the condition, felt confident of the ac(|uies- 
cence of Parliament. " The British Plenipotentiaries," says 
Mr. Rush, in his letter to the Secretary of State, " gave their 
unhesitating consent to the principle of denounciiig the traf- 
fic a;s piracy, provided we could arrive at a common mind on 
all the other parts of the plan proposed." 

The treaty, nearly verbatim, with a draft '^ent from Wash- 
ington, was signed at London on the 13th March, 1824 ; and 
a' few days afterwards, according to a previous understand- 
iiig, and iii fulfilment of the condition exacted by us, Parlia- 
•ment passed an Act, declariug that all British subjects found 
guilty of slave trading, " shall suffer deathf without benefit of 
clergy, and loss of lands, goo^, and chattels, as pirates, 
felbiis, and robbers upon the seas, ought to sufier " 

This treaty provided in substance, that the cruisers df 
eithier party on the coast of Africa, America, and the West 
Indies, might seize slaves under the flag of the other, arid 
send them 7iome to the country to which they belorigied, where 
theyshould'be proceeded against as pirates. So that in fact, 
the whole concession mtde by us to Great Britain, amounted 
to ho more than 'permitting het to arrest our .-pitaleB, arid to 
deliver them to mr courts for trial ; and in return, she giant- 
ed us precisely the same right vvith respect to her pirates. ' 

The treaty "was subriijtted of course to the Senate for rati- 
fication, v^hich, uridei" -tho circumstances of the case^ brie 
would tliirikj'rhust haVe followed as a riiatter of coursel The ; 
Senate, howeVet, thought Otherwise. The treaty was laid 
be&t'e theni on ' the 30th of Ajiril ; but ^ they delayed to 
act upon it, the British Minister at Washington becariie un^ 
easy; arid on the 16th bf .Miay^ addressed a letter tb the Sec- 
retai^ <if State, dbii^lainirig * of the postponeriabht of the ' 
icttifibatibri,- esj)€k)idllf^^ tha project of the conventiori; had 
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originated with the United States ; and as, Gre,5.t Bx-ittiii>/* had 
not hesitated an instapt to comply with the? preliminary act 
desired by the President," the legislative .prohibition of th^ 
slave ti'ade under the penalties of. piracy. 

The President naturally fooling his own good faith com-* 
prpraitted by the hesitation of the Sonate, now sent them a 
confidential message, urging the ratification of the treaty; 
He remarked that the rejection of the treaty would .subject 
the Executive, Congress, and the Nation, " t;o the charge of 
insincerity respecting the great result of the final suppression 
of the slave trade. To invite all nations with the statute of 
piracy in our hands, to adopt its prin<;iples as the law of na- 
tions, and yet to deny to jU the common rights, of search fpr 
the pirate," whom it would be .impossible to detect .without 
entering and searching the vessel^ would expose us not sim- 
^ply to the charge of inconsistency." 

The Senate after long debates, finally ratified the treaty, 
in a mutilated form. They struck out the word, " America," 
in the clause authorizing the seizure of slavers on the coasts 
of Africa^ America, and the West, Indies.". They also ex- 
punged thp articles applying the provisions of the treaty, to 
vessels chartered, as well as owned by the citizens or sub-; 
jects of either party ; and to the citizens or subjects of -either 
party carryitig. on the trade under foreign flags ; and they 
added an article authorizing either party to terminate the 
treaty at any time, on givingisix months notice. 

It will have been oibseryed fi'om the docuraente we bavo^ 
quoted, that the slaves imported into the United 3tates, have 
been chiefly introduced .tlupugh the Spanish possessions, on 
our southern frontiers J slavers direct from Africa, itirfsly 
having tho hardihood to enter our ports, and discharge their 
cargoes ; while small vessels from the "West Indies, have 
occasionally found their way into the southern waters. OF 
course the treaty as altered by the Senate, vvoald afiford but , 
little interruption to this mode of stocking the plantations of 
Louisiana and the neighboring States. 

As charter edvQ&'s,e\i were excepted, our traders vvould only 
have to hire slayers insteswl of owning diem, to be (exempted 
from the hazard of being arrested aiijd sent home for tria,l, 
by Biitish officers ; or even if on board their own vessels, bj,*^^ 
running up a foreign flag, they would e8cape.,th^ pe>naltie3. 
of piracy.... ■ 

The British Cabinet refused to. . agree !tp the treaty thus 
despoiled of alj> i^ts efficiency ; .but with woaderiful siniplici^, 
they proposed to resttipt the right of Sjaarch on the opai^t of; 
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Amexica^ to the coast ih& soiutJiem States. This proposi- 
tion was of course, promptly rejected by our Minister in 
England. 

The British Govetnnaent vainly cherishing the hopie, that 
the United States inight still consent to some combined ef- 
fort to destroy a trade they professed to abhor, offered 
through their Minister at Washington, to consent to a treaty, 
word for Word the same os the one the Senate had ratified, 
with the single Exception of restoring the word, " America." 
To this,. Mr. Glby, then Secretary of State, replied, that 
" from the vie\*S entertained by the Satiate/ it would seem 
unnecessary and inexpedient any longer to continue the ne> 
gotiation respectitig the slave convention, with any hope that 
it can assume a form satisfactory to both parties. That a 
similar convention had been formed with Columbia, on the 
iOth December, 1824, excepting that the coast of America 
was excepted from, its operatixm ; and yet, notwithstanding this 
conciliatory feature, the Setiate had by a Ixirge 9>tajoiity r«~ 
•Jksed to ratify it."* ■ 

Negotiations have since been renewed on this subject; 
and France has united with Great Britain, in urging the 
Cabinet at Washington toco-operate with them in putting 
an end to the African slave trade. The cQWespondence has 
not bfeen made public, but we learn from the Edinburgh Re* 
view, for July, 1836, that the final answer of the American 
Government is, that "under no condition, in no form, anA 
iaitk no restriction, ioill tJte United States enter into any doih 
vention, or treaty, or comhined efforts of any sorter kind iciih' 
other natims, for the suppression ef this trade" 

To;t)ur readers wip, leavfe the ' task of making their own 
•comments on this history of duplicity and hypocrisy ; and 
^roceied to othbr details. ' 

>On the 2nd November^ 1825, the Columbian Minister fit- 
WMhingtoBj'in the name of his Government, in'^ited ihie 
United States to send delegates to a Congress of llie StfUth 
Atnerican Republics, to be held at Panama. In «numera- 
=tiiig the topics to be^discussed in the proposed Congress, he 
"remarked ; " The consideration of means to be adopted for 
the entire abolition of* the African slave trade, is 's subject 
sacred to humanity, and interesting to the policy of the Amer- 
ijcaa States. To efffect it, their es^^getiC)- general, and Imi- 

* The dhcpihents anoted on 'this 8uT)jcct, may be fomid in' ^tate Papew, 
IfetSess. I&^Gdng. Vo^; 1^ And ih -iCbjibrts br(jdHinitt^ l>t^U; 31 
CQng.:Vd.'8..No.'348.v;:!, .u-."::-.:> •s-j^h . ..-J 
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form co'operation is desirable. *At tlie proposition of the Uni' 
te^ States i OoinvcAm. made a conyention with them on this 
subject, which has not been ratified hy the Government of ike 
United States. Would, that America, which does not think 
politic what is unjust, contiibute in union, and with commori 
consent, to the good of Africa!" - i s ;• . 

This document was. submitted to; the 'Senate, and on this 
16th January, 182^V aibommittee of the; Senate inade a re- 
port in relation ta it, itK which they-observe : ''The United 
!?tates have not .certainly the right, and ought never/' to feel 
die inclination ! ta dictate tia others who may differ with them 
on this; wibject,". (the slave trade,) ; nor: do the committee 
seeMiie: expediency of ^j»*JfZ<i»^- o<A«r ascending the 

mor<d chair, and proclEunungfrom theno^inere abstract priri- 
ciples, ftf tW rectitude .of: which each lination enjoys the per- 
fect, right of deciding for itself/' ■ : .r,; ! : iS 

The remarks made on this occasion by Mn "WTiitCj a Sen- 
ator from Tennessee, are worthy of observation. •, ^Vlii these 
new States (the S. American Republics,) Soine .of them have., 
put it down in their ;ftpidamental law, f thatr whoever^ owtis a 
slave shall ceaise to be a citizen.'- Isf it then fit that the Uni- 
tedvStates should disturb the quiet of tiie southern and. iccsP 
^ ;5/a|e* upon any subject connected with slaver^ '?' ? I think 
npt.. : ;Oan it be tJi(^ desire.pf siny prominent politician iui the 
Ujxited States; to? 4ivide-u8 into parties , Upon , the ' subjeet idf 
slavery 1 ■: . I.hopie pot. V liet us tl^en cease tb talk about slave- 
ry, in this House; .-let us .cease to negotiate ,up6n tiny'Subjieiot 
cdimefcted with-it-''^-. 'V: v^vt<.■o ■ vr^^ ■>^,.,^-'•:^i7•:rv 

We have sedti most abundanUyj th^dt slaveholders have -iib 
objection to ts^k iab^^ daveiy ia .Congress;: or to. negotiate 
ajbwojat rife VirithiForeign;iiationsiiwhen the object is to guamthei* 
beiqved institution frptn danger. ; It is ©nly on the:abomina\ 
tiQ^ of ithe systemji&nd th© paeiarispf ^renionemglil^^^ 
tpngvbft.i)iu3tvb6,mu FedeiaJiGoVenmBBhfepassivel 
TUpilng^frOmtbe '.consideii^ 

tj^tet^ij^th our. conduct finjefeg^d to tlxe suppression of t^^ 
Afbio^p^tlave fxadp} let usfitiext^iake-ajvieT^ir ei ^ 'i>](*; si; ii> 

-ji^iCHihe tU»©><>^ t^e^^G^ 

at vrar with, her late .cplpnie8,^_and.of. course .-diey-were .au- 
defeifigiei jtq catxy ti^ev?i*ic^ri|j4pto:t^^^ 
' my. C!Kiba was at a short distance,, devji3ted'.tfe.5thiB 'rayai 
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cause, and affording a i^pot for tHe Havid force' ever ready* 
to prey upon the coiniriercJe' of the repubiibs. Under thete^ 
circuinatancfes, Mexico aiid Columbia liioMtiated the ihva^io 
and conquest of that island. But these republics, on achiev' 
ing their own freedom, had giveii freediena ' to their 'sliives ; 
and it was probable that they would manifest eqd&l iiegard 
for human rights', w*ere tbey-fo become masterff of Cuba. 
These xemarks ' will explain' the following' extract froih the 
ifastrubtiohs given to the ihiriisters appointed to repres^6ilt;th9 
United States at the Coagt-e^^^^^ ■ ' • - \ • 

It^ia required by the frank and fnendly reldtJbhs wMfeh 
we most anxiously d^sife ever to kihetiih with' the ilew 
lies that yotr should; without reserve tii^ 
United States have too mucb at staked iti the foVtuUes bf Cui 
ba, to alloW them to &ee mtli ibdiffeierice 
prosecuted in a desolatinig manner, or to see empldyed, in tii6 
purposes of such a Wdr, one racie of the inh&biiants combat- 
ting against another, upon principles and with motives Ithat 
inust inevitably" lead, if riof tid the'C'Steriiiination 
or the other, to the most shocking ^j^fce^seS. The humanity 
of the United States in respect tb the* weakeri- ^ which iS 
siidh a terrible struggle would probably be the- suffering por^ 
tion; and! the duty tO defetid tHemselvTes a^M^ the'e&nta^M 
tf such near and darigerou6"^x£unple^ coMtraiii'therb, 
even at the hazard of losing Ihe friendship 'o^ Mexie^^^ 
lurdbia;," to employ iall the ; means necessity Ib^ tU^]^' • secui 

■ The' obvibns meaning of ^illt pla^ri -English," divested 
of its diplomatic- circumloctiirionris' sitoply that'the Fedi^i-al 
Govetiimeint, in ' order tO'^^pirdtect' the filavefp^' of thei' SoStl 
from the shock it migbt teceive fi^o to emaiibip&ti^iJir in Gttli^^^ 
would, if nec'ssstnrf :^;to;%^ nvith^our sister tej^ 
preVent^the^ mh^ioW^ 

But So long; as Spain refused to aciai6'«6;l:fed;^^K6^itid^ftii 
dfeii'iJe of 'her rfevolt^d ' fcdloiiie'sr the' iw^kr ^buid'bfe'ctintftfuied, 
e^bk tvbuldbd e^bsefl t« iiiVaM,'tod thfe-s^^^ ; 
tll^ " coritkgiotf ?*''bf :em&ttci|)Stibt^; ^Heiifcfe 1 thfe^.'cl4biSSiet;ia« 
Washington; becbde iskbeedin^iyjtiiixibur^'t^^^ 
jyeWePmtike^': : Otic'M^^^ 
ted "to endeavor , to Wj^S^ jM Oaug^i^^ 
dSMHK^b'^esr-b^stf^eacertibMHb^^ e^featli%'^ei6'^- 
ti%"Cfc»ke9&«Wb^5Sp8ari'~a^ ^^Wrotd ^mii 



f.!.i)'1 i'/?;' 5,'f-j!f«"6* »?/ ?V? ■popirhiihii, th\^iv p;ovc rumen's'. c;m\ioi, bo 
ijj.'iiiror-.Tiji; U( any 'poli'liGal ciinagc io vvliicli thai island may 

S'j.-inin also was ijiiplorefl, Arii''.ig1» 'i'.be American Minister 
lit. Madii'l, to l>o ■.oocoiicilcd to her ti'tidiitiihl ciiildron. " It 

'uGtfor the 'iJCW 7rjm(>lics" said Mr. Gbiy, i'n his lelf.cr (27th 
./Vpril, 1835,) to iVir. Everett, "that the. President wishes you 
£«:• urge upon Spain the e'spcdicncy -of coTichidirsg the wov. 
If the vi'ar should continue bet'.voen Spain and the ncwie- 
•puhlici, nxi'l those inlands (Cuba and Porto Rico.) &hould be- 
co-tac tha object and. theatre of it, their fo.itanea have? such a 
fioniiexiop. with the people O'f the United States, that they 
could not be indiferent siiectatoi'ci ; and tl,\e 'possible contin- 
gencies of a protracted war 'might, hring npon- iJic Govermnent 
of the United States deities and ohligatioiis, the vcrjormnnce of 
7oMcli, Jtowevnr fainfid it sJmild, he, they might not he at- llhcr- 
ty io decline" 1 

Tho proposed invas'io'n was abandorited: but the fears of 
OUT Grovdrnment were not ollayed. Th'e war continued, uiul 
some Contingency arising frpia it, might give liberty to tho 
tens of thousands in Cuba pining in bonds. A new^ attempt 
v/as made to induce Spain to x-emove the danger by conclu- 
ding the war. On 'the 22d October, 1829, Mr. Yan Buron 
then Secretary of State, instructt^d Mr. Va.n Ness, our .Min- 
ister in Spain, to, press upon that court. a reconciliatio'*! with 
the. South American republics. "Considerations," he re- 
marked, '•^connected ioith a certaifc class of our foimlai'ori. mahe 
it the interest of the sout?iem section of the Union-, that no at- 
terap't should b-; raado in Jnat island to throw off fhe yoke of 
SpaKTsh dependence'; 'the fest effect of v/hich vi ould be the 
sudden e?nancipati(>n &f.»z nismerous slave j^ojralatuni, zohcse re- 
mit could not hut he 'vcry sensibly Jilt npo?i the ad/)e:dcnt-'shores 
of the United States" 

Fortunate it is for the cause of huniaiiity, that' the great- 
esft republic vspon, feurth had not the power to prevent "the 
srtddei). emancipation of a numerous sluve pojfulation " in tb© 
Britieii Wesl Indies,: on the 1st of August, 1838: " whose xe- 
Bult/' blessed be God, is and will be "very sensibly felt on the 
adjacent shores, of thJ?,Uftited States.*' . . ^ ■■ 
. , The subject of tb(^ Pa.baTna;TOissioti;was debated at; -great 
length Ib both Houses of Congress, and freqiient allusions 



, I,e«ere fror.i.Mr.. Clay to M?.. Midd.Ietcn, 10:.5i B^lay, 1825. 
T Beuato DocarTisnts, 1st Soss. ^19 Cong. 'vc*]. Tf. .- . . , . , . 
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•wore miule-by rhe spoalvors to C^iba. L'.-.v v;- ixoo.rlce.B lo the 
Kontimeiits.oxprcssed by sorau of cm* re)r;th{ic;\n Icoiislutoi':". 

Mr. Randos.i'o. of Virg;inu'- ; Cvil)vi ij^osscssofi an imnicjiso 
ijcgi'o populiuio , In case those States (Mexico nud Oolum 
h'w) should iivv j Cuba at all, it is unqnesdoiiuble that thi ) 
invasion will be made v,-illi tiiis principle, — :his genius of 

uiiivcriial emancipation, -(his swecjting aiiuihoi^a against 

the wiiite population in front, — and thei?, sir, wluii is chc i^U- 
^atioii of ike soiiihtrii States 

Mv. Johnson of Louisiana: '"' We know tiiat Columbia 
and Mexico have long contemplated the independence of 
that island' (Cuba.) The final decision is now to be made, 
and the cohibination offerees and plan of attack to be formed. 
What, then, at such a crisis, becomes '^be duty of the Gov- 
ernment ? Send your ministers instantly to this diplomatic 
assembly, wiiere the measule is maturing. Advise with 
•theva — remonstrate — menace, if necessary, again'jt a, step 
so dangerous to us, and perhaps facal to them." 
. Mr. Beuiuen of G eorgia : " The question to be determined 

■ is this : With a due regard to the safety of the southern 

■ States, can you suffer these islands (Cuba and Porto Hico) to 
:pass into the hands of BUOANIERS, drutik witb'their ne-X-~ 
^born liberty %■ If our interests and our safety shall require 
us to say to these new republics, Cuba and Porto llico 'iirust 
remain as tliey are, we are free to say it, and by the ■ble^ssir!g 
of God and the strength of our arms, to enforce the ■declara- 
tion; and let me say to gentlemen, these high considerations 
do require it. The -i-vmnBtej 3st3 of the South demand it." 

The:-s ne\y republics were stigmatized by this honorable 
gentleman as bucaniers ; rsQt that they vfere -cobbsrs, but bo- 
cause they bad ceased to rob the poor and helpless ; and the 
evidence of their being drunk with liberty, was their -j^racti- 
cat acknowledgement of the princiiples of human rights, 
fcssed in out declai*ation of independence. 

Mr. Floi'd of Virginia : " So far as I can see, in all its 
hearings, it (the Pianama Congress) looks to the coiiquest of 
Cuba and Porto Rico ; or, at all events, of tearing thern from 
the crown, of Spain. The interests, if not safety of our own 
country, would rather require tis to interpose to prevent s\.ich 
an event, and I would rather take up arms to prevent, than 
to- accelerate snch an f:iCOxrxQXiC,Qr~— Congressional Dshat^s^' 
2d vol. ■ .-, . . , . • • . . 

The facts and sentiments wa bave now exhibited, prov3 
beyond cavil, that tliia mighty xepublic volunteered to solicit 
the aid of foreign 'BionarcbB to, perpetuate slavery 331 Cuba;,, 
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irfiil V'/aa strongly cliapoaeu to hicni'tho' iiaxurd iiwd calaiiuoios 
of wnv in tlio cauao, — not of liberty, but of bouiieige. 

Htiving isoliced oui' vvatcliful guuxdiansliip ovei-'Cviba-, we 
will noxt adviivi to 

The hostility op vnv. "Feoerai. Goveunmhw?.' to H.vytx. 

To do justice to tliis part of our svjbject, we T;t ■•4, beg tlic 
patience of our reader ivliile v/e briefly lay before bim a few 
iastoricol facts. 

The Island of Stc Domingo was one of ibe most valuable 
colonies belonging to tbe crown of France. It is about 450 
jniles long, and 150 wide. Its ponniation in 1790, was esti- 
imted as follows : 

' Wbite inhabitants, 49,000 
Free colored inbabitams, 44,C00 
Slaves, 600,000 



Total, 68G,000 
Gf tbe free colored inbubitants, numerically equal with tbe 
wliitea, many ^vere men of education and property, landed 
proprietors, and tbe holders of slaves. Still they were de- 
barred from all political privileges on account of tbeir cora- 
plexion. At the commencement of tbe French Revolution, 
the National Assembly abolished this discrimination on - 
count of color, and gave tbe Jree blacks in tbe coloiiies, the 
same civil rights that were possessed by their white brethren. 
The pride of the latter led them to refuse submission to this 
humiliating decree of the mother comitry, and o, eu'il war 
between the whites and tbe free blacks, ensued. No inter- 
ference whatever v,'itb the rights of slaveholders as such, had 
at this time been attempted, either in France or the colony; 
and the dissousions which convulsed the island, for a long 
time related exc]usive-ly to the political condition of the free 
colored population. In August, 1791, a partial insurrection 
of the slave's occurred, favored by the quarrels of their mas- 
ters. In some instanbes the Aae blacks united with the 
whites, in their 6iForts to suv; ;/re^sa the insuri-ectibn, and in 
others, they .availed themselves of the aid of the revolted 
staves, against tbe planters. •■ i ■: 

In V7^2, the French Go^er3:iraent sent ovsr three coftiniis- 
' sionei's Svitb (5000 troops, t(3 enforce their deci-ee respfect' ng- 
the free blaclcs, and to resti^re order. : Many of the plsYifero, 
however, stiii' rdssi^ifed ; wt;ii!e othSr« took sides with the 
Govenmient, aht^ the- ejisffJ-i^-AianS of this' s 
aggravated by a civil vvti %eX'>?iebA 'i^^^^ ' ' 



A portion of tha planters, al>b.oriing tlie att<3iript; of djo 
Qovornmont to elevate the free blacks to a, political equality 
■with dieiBSclvos, now intviguti^l! with Great Britain to soiKo 
■tipan tl\e island, and thua to save them from the degi-ading 
consequences of republican principles. In coniplianco %vith 
their invitation, conveyed through their agent, M. Cliavmilly, 
an expedition was fitted out, at Jamaica, for the capture of 
St. Domingo ; and on the 19th Sept.^ ,1793, anived at Jore^- 
ip.ie. Only a fe\V' days before the appearance of the British 
f!et\t on the coast, one of the French ^lommissioners, who 
happened at. the moment to h«s|ja.pting,;a|oRe, in the absence 
'liif his colleagues, having received' intellige^nce of the intended 
invasion, and knowing the disalTection of the planters, issued 
a hasty proclamation, giving feedqin to all the slaves, a,3 the 
only means of preserving the colony.from conquest/* 

The free negroes and the manumitted slaves united in. de- 
fending .the island against tlie -iaivaderG,. while an amy of 
2000 of -the white inhabitants^ rjiijiged themselves under the 
British standard. The French jspmmissioijjsrs soon after xe- 
tarned to France ; gi;eat.nuiabBf3 of ^aa plaftters emigTated ; 
and the island was virtually abaTidpned to tlie blades, except 
so much of it as was occupied by the, British troops. These 
troops were from time to .time reinforced by detachments' 
from Europe andjthe West.Indies-— b^t da vain. The. blacks 
tmder/TQussaint, who was appointed by the Govtjmment at 
home, " Goveniof Genei^-al. of the, armies of St; Domiugo," 
continued the contest for about five -years,, and finally ruc- 
ce.cded in driving the English frojp , the ■ island. Britain be- 
ing in the meantime at. war .with France, her naval forces 
prevented , all intercourse betweqn the colony and the mother 
coiiiitry: and the blacks thus left to .themselves, ^declared 
themselves, inde.pendent on- the Ist of July^ 1798-jand organ- 
ized the Govevan^ient of HaytIv.. ■.. 

The peace of Amiens afforded, .^Bonaparte an opportunity 
to attenmt the K^bjugation of tl^e . jisland., God the raduction 
of its inhabitants to.^Kvery. ; 

Eai-ly in JaKuary, ISQSj a Fren(?h ;army, of -SOj^MjO men 
were landed at St.. Domingo, and . various reinforcements 
afterward -s foUov/ed. . , , , ; ' , ,< 

The war was waged with atrociptis cruelty on the; part ©f 
the French, and the blacks, a»ded by the climate, succeeded 
in destroying aibt^ut 40,000 of their enemies in eleven months ; 



* Th<5 ensuing yenr, 1794, by a ticcree of the National- Assem^', 'felcCveiJ.' 
was focflsaUy abolished throughout aU tfefi ¥ rc'tich colonies. 
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wtsstitivt TO Hkrti. 



' and 6n ilie- lOtli -of N6vet»1b'esv.^803, the in- 
vadiiig aiiiiy 8U«eader^d'^'? ^hb black "chieff 

Since that lime; Hayti Kaa "continued independeht nation; . 
perfectly indfFensite ili all its foreign relatioris ; and its en- • 
tire' 3ovoreignty is at presetit fully acknowledged • by toth ^ 
France and Engliaid, and' itadisputed by any pp\reV bn earth. . 
It is now important fein'qnire;^ has be&ii the conduct 
of > the United States towip:^ tliis her<nc republic ? 

■ Twelve years after slave^ bad been abolished by a decree - 
of the French Government; after ^b^kpufsioa of the iarmies . 
of England andrErancse ; when^for three years not a' hostile 
foot had pressed the soil of "Hayti ; ^beri a regularly brgan- 
iziad govemnwnt waft in fliJl pperatiotf; and without one • 
solitary cause-tof complaint ;agaiii8t the new Stated th Amer- 
ican OongTGiSd passed aa taci; (28th Feb. 1806;) " to sniBpend', 
the cdinmer<aial intercourse l^tween the United States tpid ' 
certain parts ol^ the island of SttDdmingp." : ,Th6^e certain 
pa^ were.^fined- in the act; tek be Buch parts as Were not 
" ia the possession' and -undfeii the acfenoWledgeihent of * 
Firance^'^ 'asd of cbttiBe inpludei the whole- isl^dt^ 'Ad - 
was al^^H^'time'no ww itt;;^*;'betweeri Hsryti and I^nice 
and>thlet>latter "WBEi prevented by\ihe natal sup^ of Eng-' 
1and,i her ewit <^<b,inentGd wara, fi:t>itt sen^g a dn^I^ ^ 
soldiei to O^a^i t'^e ioledbj^^^ of tbb' act/ wai^ disi^s' 
and! hams the^ pkytians rl^ d^pnSang' tbenii ' of itlje ^\mti^y 
stof&r and 'bthj^ jiacessaniss ^t^^ 

froBOfetlris cpiMi|ryw'_ It .wad b piece of wantori cra:e1tyi;ui;ire-^ 
quirod by'tiie'bbHj^otts '6f n«^ d^manded'fBj; 

rejbie^cmf }i^V%^#d'i&ten B6n^-i- 
parte> itntatQd"ib5^ litie lim-^^ hfe arittjij; said' ttjefdjbfeai of Ma^. 
design upon HiS^' ie^ *©^jitat*ej if '^pdssiW^ 
Whom.he doidd?not conq|^iier|i^i^%e f^^ 
G;oy©«imettt, inning iasdnt%fij^^^ ' 
istei^ at> Washington,' iti al^ttisf ito ^e' Seciretftty dJ^Btate; 4er 
manded'an immediate eesBat%S>i^' of ^the comx^^^ 
the dd^ens of t^e Uai^d'Site^s and tiie roBbls b;f St. 0o- 
mitig^i Vr** that itst&0Wiaic 4ihe:^ejprpach ' ' toid the - 

. refti^i^^f nature;" and he en&rced. hi§ de^^ilind witlbilffi 

. . • ■ &^ the^rgoi# %»d ' e^^ 
; ; ■ thai'^.ttbd'Jbe^Qitdiit^l^J^^ 

, Janttwry ; andiii Febrdaxy the aciSribquired was passed^, 

''anj|.,ccpa^uei^)|i|.d^^.&»v twb,'#€[ars«.i iV^rc'i ou-v -^.-.v..'.- n hht ' 

^ * American State papers. 5th vol. p. 154. 
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The invitation to the Uiiited States to seij^ miiiifteTS to 
she Congress of Pantuaaa, has beien already itoentioried^^^^fo 
the documbnt iconvoying the iiivitatiOrt,~it"' li5to remarked : 
*^ On what ■ basis the relations of > Hay^,' an4^ 6thef ' parts of 
our hemisphere that ^hsll hereafter }>e in^Uke circumstances, 
are to be placed, is a question simple at first view, but attend- 
ed with sei'ious difficulties when oldsely exaniiined.; These 
arise from the different manner of segarding^ lAjBricans, and 
from their difierent rights in Hayti,; the United Statesj and 
in the American States. This^ ^^estititilwili be deitentdned 
«t-the'Isthmus/'* - ' ;^?^;•;•:;.^lv!f-.■'' ■/ :! '^r ]. . ■^r .•: 

The invitation wa^ a6ceptedi aiitd the instrucdions of our 
ministers contained the follovving i:^^" Under the actual cir- 
.^umstances of Hayti, tbel President does not think that it would 
be ]proper at this time to recogniz^it as a ne\v SJate."t This, 
1)6 It remeoiberedrwas just a quai^r<>f a centuiry since the 
Haytians had declared and maintaiibed their independence,- 
iand at a moment whan they were enfoying^^ the b^ and 
vexercisiTig the prerogatives of un inde|}Qiid6at St^tej^ ajid^t 
peace with all the yrorld. And >vd)&t iiti()tiye prompt^ 
United States thus to exert its inj^ujaticie to prevent die' Con- 
Igress >of Panatoa from reiwgniziij^'^a^ ajs a neWiState 1'* 

none^their than tibe appreheii^on ih^ttlie admi^^ of a 
^alpabli^truthy the iitdepend^pc&^^ef^' bladk !ll^public^ would 
prove daiigerous to this peipetuit^. of Ainerit^^ is 
ithia slandier | Let the nlem^beis of Congress speak for th6tu> 
^elvisBc T sentiments were: elicit^efl ' in tho de-: . 

bate on Panama missiom • . • 

Mr. Bsftj^iEN of Georgia ir^'VObnsisteptly 'wsth onr^^^^^ 
safety, can the peopl^'ot^ thO' ^outl^^ j^^^ m^ 
-which wtmid rosulc itom th^- 'establishitig' teli^ons' at any' 
^rt with Hay ti 1 Jai- tho • ^maricipated slavey his hands 
reeking'* (thirty-twQ. yeariS afte^^^^ 

by the F^nch Goverament) * *^ of hi&zntitdered 

inaster, tdib^ admitted into thoir ports; to sp^ad[^ thei dde- 
triiies of insurre^tionjcand to strisngtlien and inyigb.' &te l^em;- 
by exhibiting in his own person dfl eiai^pleof Bi'ccC8siul ;rfe-N 
volt 1 G«titlemeu jnust'be sensible -^ims catoaot l«3^^ 
great principle of self-preservatiotf will beamy^d'^iailist itl' 
liave been= educated iU' 8^ntiini6nt9.0f habitual :^vireni*& fftt 
the 'Constitution of tho United States : I have^btefe^ tat^ 
to'coiisider the uaiofe of theso Stat^si as easejtfi^' td'-th<Bfef' 



H OPINION? m ooNQUfiss. ■ 

89fcity^.;:Tlx.e feeling is wQvybetft inpro univowa,!, or more 
efjroqg, t^aniai»pwg-riie. people of tUe South. tliey have 

heard and i^oesinot j^^d^^sfwid iw© Ijil^et mo i)ttipJore gen- 
tle raei\ not tp call,!that>fooU»g intf)] mthn hy tliig diaastrous 
pQUpy►'^;. Jn piain,! EngUfhi the 'sJavphpld^rfl Jpve slaveiy 
moiniiithaii they do the Vmon,,; and wonW saqvifioe the last, 
rather than . ftpknowledge j^s free, ft pppple . who had once 

bQe^v.9laVe9.1.-::;i;.!' ;v - ".^'i;;'.- ■ a:, v. ... 

ir, Mrw B»2iT0N 0f Mi9*oar£:'-!?*f The, peace of eleven States 
in this Union will not permit the fruits of a successful negro 
insurrection tOi bpiexhitftted among tljem >— it iiviU, not per- 
mit the fapt to be seen and told^ t^at fpr the murder of their 
maaters.and; iini^tresRes they Ju<e to find friend^, among the 
>vhite people of. the United States,". : : ^ 

Mr» HAMII4TON of South Garolina|:-rT-" It isptoper that on 
this opca?lon I^hould sppak witb ■. candor > ftnd without :^re- 
$erye r Ji^hat^X fthpuJd ayi^w what I.;beli^^ to ibe the eenti- 
mentS; qC ; itho BOjiiitiiieirp, ^people oa /thia ^jueation j and thisi is 
tiijiti^%/?«!w»j i^i^effdmiei^mito /^Jqk^ fomi. 
*':*' f ' *r A people will jwjt stop ;tO;.disqu6s,ithe^.w 
T^lx^B^cS'pS Uifedemim %y»yem,. -when havoe and destruption 

m^naee;themin lhei^.door8.,'L ; t -h . 

l,Mt,^:Sm 0f ^ouiJ\ OarolinttjbrT^*'W^ epnnect- 
ed witli. 8l?^yery pan. we cpnsent tQ treat with othei:; jiatipna 
and least^of ail ought wis to toufih;;t^p question iof the indie- 
pendenipe qC fit&yti in conjunption wjth the Rpyolutionary 
Governments whose own history uSQxda ap example; scarcely 
less fatal to i^ur rppose* These^4)y;^njment8 haye.pcoolaimed 
prineiplespf ltbe|tyxai?dijequ fixity viand have marched to, vio- 
tory ttnder^e, banner of uni>fei»&l qmsuicipation.;;' You find 
?aen of.ealo* at the.head.of theiiiiarmied, in the tedslative 
halls, and in theyS;*ecutivp4ep!Wttnents. * ;* Our poK 
ipy with' regard to Hayti is|>laiti ; we never can apknowl" 
edge her independence^ * * * I4& our Governmentdirect: 
•oil our Mijaisters in SputH Ampripa and Mexico, to;i'RPTE8T 
against the independence of Hayti," , . 

Gentlemen when they talk in a passion, rarely talk wisely 
or poasistently.. Mr. Hayne insists that. we cannot tottc/i ihe 
question of ^e independence pf Hayti in ponjunction with 
the American Eevplutipnary Governments ; and yet in the 
next breath, be is for opening negotiations witli a?/ these 
governments on this very subject. Almost every slaveholder 
assures us that the i«laves, if emancipated, could not take 
care of themselves ; and yet Mr.ilayne proclaims s the im- 
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portant fact, tliafc the armies of these same. govemmontB haye 
"marched to victory" with colored men at their head; and 
that colored men are found' in their Legislative halls, and 
Executive departments ! ^ . 

Mn Johnson of * Louisianar^^r-^'It may be proper to ex- 
press to the South American States the unsiltiirable opinion 
entertained here in regard to intercouiBe With them. The 
unadvised recognition of that Island, (Hayti) and the public 
reception of their Ministers, v\all nearly sever our diplomatic 
intercc'Jrse, and bring about a sepai-ation ^d alienation in- 
jurious' to both. I deem it of tbelhighisst concern to the po- 
litical connection of these countries; to remmtrate against a 
measutt) so jtistly offensive, tcv usi ahd to make that remon- 
strance E^PEGt.uAu"-^0»»gr«i?#w 7 

Thus the gehttemati £ram Louisiana ioolced i^ the re* 
cognition of Hayti: by oUier: and independent States, as a 
measui^e so offensive to us, as to afford us ground for quar- 
relling' with ■them;:- ..■ r, 

We will now advance twelve years in bur history^ and see 
if the 'lapse of time: has softened the hatred of our rulers to 
Hayti, ' * On^the 15!th December, 1338^ a petition was pre- 
sented to the House: of Itepresentatiyiwi praying' for Uie 
establishment of tlie usual inteniaiioncd relation? i with 
tepttblipi ' No sooner Was the purport; of th^ -petition an- 
i^ounced, than vehement objections' were mode to it, and ^ no 
leas than thirty-two; members 'had the hardifaof>d to vote 
' against even its reception. They were^ howevert iiv^e 
min(^rity ; and on a motion bising made to refer it to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, the Chairman of that 
committee, himself a slaveholder, advocated the reference^ 
as the best way of stifing the discussion, observing that 
" several siniilar memorials had been sent there the last ses- 
sion; which had never been repoirted on» ; This would take a 
similar course ; it would never he heard of again'* Wiih 
tiiis intimation, the petition was referred. A motion was 
then made to instruct the committee to report on the peti- 
tion; but, to stop the discussion, the previoua question was 
luoved, and the motion denied by a great majority. A few 
extracts from thd speeches delivered , on this occasion may be 
useiul, as showing the temper and logic displayed by the 
. southern members. . , ■ f 

Mr. Legaue of South Carolina : '* It (the petition) origi- 
nates in a design to revolutionizO the South and jconyulse the 
Union, and ought therefore to- be rejected with 'reprobation. 
As sure as you livO, sir, if this course is pertriitted to go on, 

E 



tho mm of ihh Uuiou vvill go dowu- - it wili go down in 
-BIaOOD— -aud g{) *^owi'i to vlso no more. I will voto mx- 
lioaitatiiigiy against nofarioua designs like tbesci, 'They uve 
treason,— -yea sir, I pronounce tho authors of su* h things 
trainora — traitoi'3 no£ ^o their country only,.but; to the whole 

HWSIAM RACE."' ' ■ 

Mr. .IVisB of Virginia. : " We are called to recognize the 
inauvrectionists who rose on iliQiv French masters.. A laige 
portiop. of thoap now in power in this blaek republic, are 
slaves vyrko cut their Hi^aster's throats. Ohii'.stophe hircself 
v/as an, insurrectiDuiut; and arevohxtionifct-. Their GovQm> 
moxit has tho Dtarop of aucb an origin. And. will «ny gentle- 
sn^a tell me now, that slaves, aided by aa English army, 
{and it is condolatory to thinks, when we ai'e threatened by 
abolitioniste with having our throats cut at the South, that 
these slaves, iu St. IDjotningo. though ten to one in number^ 
tiovor could have succeeded m. iinsurrection hut for the aid 
of the British arnay,) ought to.be recognized by . this Spvera- 
msiii, and that their being such is no argument against it .1 
No,, it is the abolition spirit alone which would Iiave u* say 
to these men, whose hands are yet red with their mastera* 
blood : ' You shall be , recognized as freemen ; we wish to 
Qstablivslx internjitioTjal relations with you.' Never will I -r" 
ne^er wirt my eomtitnents be forced into this. This is the 
only body of niien who have emancipated themselves by 
butchering their masters. They have long been free, ,! ad- 
mit ; yet, if they haci been free foip centuries, — if Time him- 
self should confront me,, and shake his hoaigy loclss at niy op- 
position, sbcald say to him, I owe more to my constitU" 
Bnts— to the quietof my people— -than I owe or can owe to 
mouldy prescriptions, however ancient." 

The: consolation enjoyed by this gentleman,, from the con- 
vlctioj? that the Haytians are indebted to a British army for 
their- liberty, is not a little ludicrous. There has never been 
but on©' British army in Hayti, and thgit was sent for the ptai- 
pose, not of emancipation, but of conquest ; and instead of" 
aiding the biacks^it was joined by two thousand of the plant- 
ers, who looked, to it as the means by which they were to 
recover their authority over their former slaves. Yet this 
array, thus aided, found ibeif vanquished by the despised 
blacks ; and in May, 1798, under Brigadier General Mait- 
land, capitulated to Toussaint, the black General. The hig- 
f-ory of St. Domingo, affords much a«d valuable instruction 
So' slaveholders, but certainly very Mitle consolation. 

It may bs. uuiutervStiiig to sta?:e ^ feV? facts ^.•Qlfttive to, 
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file presaesit condition, of a republic which go pOwtixfaVly ox- 
cites tliQ appieh(?ji3ions of southern gendomeii, imd to tho 
ins.gjutudo of tho eommorce v;hich our no t 'them poiiticiaris 
are wilhng to sacrifice for eouthern votes. 

The advocates of slavery nre fond of rsopresenting the 
ilaytiaiit, as a horde of barbarians. Wo therefore give the 
fallowing evidence, published by the British .Fi^.rliaTnei\t, and 
Ealcen before one of its .committees. 

Evidence of' Vice Admiral, the Hon. O/iarles Flemiifg, Mejn- 
her of \Parliamciit : — " He could not speak positively of tho 
increase of the Haytiau population since 3804, but believed 
it had trebled since that time.* They now feed themselyeBj 
and they export provisions which neither the French Ecr the 
Spaniards had ever done before. He saw a sugar sstate 
near Capo Haytian, General Boulon's, extremely vpeli culti- 
vated and in beautiful order. A iie\^ plantation ^as forming 
on the opposite side- of the road. Their -vicrBab were vasj 
Bupeiior to those in JamtucSi, consisting chie% of meat- 
cattle being "sery cheap. He saw na Hiarka of dtiatitutioxi 
any where. The country seeised improving, and trade in- 
creasing. The estate he visited near the Cape was large j 
it was calculated to x&ake 300 hogsheads of sugar. It waa 
as beautifully laid outs and as well managed as any estate 
had seen in the Wesfc Indies. His official correspondeoc© 
as Admiiral; with the Haytian Go-yemmettt, mado Mm attri- . 
bute much efiiciency to it, and it bore strong marks oi^cavili- 
zatioB, There waa a better police in Hayti than in the liexv 
South Americps States ; the commnnicatioB 'was mora rapid j. 
the roads much better. One had- been cut from Port-a^x- 
Prince to Gape' Haytian that would do honor to any. countyy.. 
A regular port was established. The govemaieBt. is oae 
quit© worthy of a civilized people," 

In 1831, the imports into France &om Hayti exceeded ia 
value the imports from Sweden, Denmark, the Hanseatic 
Towns, Holland, Ausiria>, Portugal, the French West Indies, 
or China. — MsCidloc¥s Diciiomry of Commerce, p. 637. 

In 1833, the imports Ikom Hayti iato the United States 
exceeded in value our ijnports-from' Prussia, Sweden? and 
Norway, Denmark an4 the Danish "West Indies, Ireland and 
Scotland, Holland, Belgium, Dutch West Indies, British 
West Indies, Spain, Portugal, ail Italy, Turkey and the Le- 
vant, or any one of the South American republics. An4 



* By the ccrisHS of 1824, tlio populatioa- was staled ai 935,000. 
jinQucstsoQabiy nnward^'of a million at the presenttlnae.. 
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■what pvofceotion as afforded to tliifi «ommoi;ce ^by tlie .f'sdoj'al 
Governmeist — "-{i Govomraeat tviliing to negotiate in every 
comt of Europe forcon-.pcnsadoii for shipwroclceJ or fugiiivo 
negi'oes ? " Our trade with Haytiis embarraased ; it is sub- 
jected to severe discriminating duties. We are probably tlie 
least favored of any people in the ports of tbe I'epubiic. Ton- 
aage duties and vexatious port cliargos discourage and op~ 
procs our commerce there. J. amaaaured that, but for these 
itapediments, the trade from this country with that vs^ould be 
greatly extended. The acknowledged cause of all the em- 
barrassments to that trade is found in the fact, that gut Gov- 
ernment refuses to recognize the Government of Hayd.— 
We stand aloof, aa if ttiey vvero a lawless tribe of savages. 
While all other powers have long since acknowledged them 
as an independent Sovereignty, we refuse to recognize them. 
Others profit by their commerce at our expense. We have 
no representative at the island of any grade^ nor ha^e they a 
public officer accredited here. No commercial relation, 
therefore, exists between the two Governments."'—- i^eecyi 
of Mr. GrenneU, m M. of R., l8tk December y 1828. 

If the treatment vehich Hayti has received from the United 
C*.ates, evinces the hatred of our republic to emancipation^ 
we have a proof no less strong of i ts attachment to slavery, ia 

Ths gondcct of iche Fedehai^ Goveenmbnt towards 

Tekas; 

In 1829, the Republic of Mexico having achieved her own. 
independence, gave liberty to every slave within her limits. 
This State had a vast and feirtile, but thinly peopled territo- 
ry, adjacent to Louisiana. In this territory within a £ew 
years past, a large number of adventurers from the tJniteiS 
States, had taken up their residence witli the consent, and 
under the jurisdiction of Mexico, These adventurers sighed 
for the sweets of slavery, wbich they had enjoyed in their 
native land ; and aa the soil was adapted to the cotton culti- 
vation, they became restless under the requirement of the 
Government, either to till it themselves, or honestly to pay 
those who tilled it for them. Hence, they conceived the 
idea of transferring their allegiance from Mexico, to another 
republic less teiiacious of human rights. Nor was a large 
portion of that other republic less anxious to acquire a new 
market for slaves, and a new territory whicb would give to 
the slaveholding interest a preponderance in tbe national 
councils. Judge Upshur in 1829, remarked in the Virginia 
Convention : If 'Ssxas should be obtaiiied, which he strong'- 
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!y doflirod, it would raise tlie piice of alavoB, aitcl bo a great 
advantage to the slavoiiolders in that State ;" andift 1832> 
Mr. Ghoiaton declared in the Virginia Legislature, that " he 
believed the afequisitiou of Texas virould laiso tbe price of 
flUvQS fifty percent, a: least." "Virgisvia, it will be. recol- 
lected, is a ^ree&?;g- StatOp and therefore interest 3d in tbe 
opening of a new market. The planting States have no 
vsfiali to raise the price o£ slaves, but are deeply concerned 
for the perpetuity of the system. One of their distinguished 
politicians published a fieries, of essays on the policy of .annex- 
ing Texas to the United States ; a territory, which he con • 
tended, was lai'ge enough to be divide'd into slave States, 
which would counterbalance the increasing number of free 
States at the North. 

' The Federal Government e ver ready to promote the slave- 
laolding interest, coram jnced a ncigotiation for the purchase 
of Texas, and offered four millions of doUars for the territo- 
rj^ The offer was promptly rejected, and other mcj&ns 
"itere resorted to.- ■ ■ ■' ■ 

Toxan land companies Were formed at the North, for the 
sale of extensive tracts of land, said to have been obtained 
by grants, from the Mexican Government. Capitalists, pol- 
iticians, and dferaagogues participated in these splendid 
Suhemes of speculation, and became vociferous in tho cause 
of Texan liberty. x\t the: same time, crowds of emigrants 
repaired to the territory, many carrying their slaves with 
them. At last, these men feeling themselves strong enoughj, 
raised the standard of rebellion in September, 1835, and on 
, the 2d f " succeeding March, issued their declaration of 
indepeii . . The Mexicans of course, endeavored to 
quell the .r,urrection ; but, although nominally fighting with 
their own subjects, they were intact contending against a?i 
immion froni the United States. The truth of this assertion 
will scarcely be questioned : yet it may be well to support 
it by a few facts. The follovying extracts from the journals 
of the day, will, it is presumed, be sufficient. 

" Who will go to Texrt*.?— Major J. W. Harvey of Lin- 
colnton, has been authorized by me, with the consent of 
Major-General Hunt, aix agent in the western counties of 
North Carolina, to receive and enrol volunteer emigrants to 
Texas ; and will conduct such as may wish to emigrate to 



* See instructions frotii Mr.^ Van Burxsn, Secretary of StatCj to Mr.. Boufc'v . 
C2tt. Minister to Mexico, August 25, 1829. , ,. , 



•thoi EepuWic, about tlie ist of Oetobor ?iex.t, at tlie expenoo 
of the Republic of Texas. ' J. P. Hskbeiksow, 

Biig. Goi. of the Texan Ar mi/" 

North Cardlmc- Paper. 

" Three hundred Alen- for Texas,— -Gvv.. Dunlap of Ten- 
nessee, is aboui; to proceed to Texas, wiUi the above number 
of ihen. The whole corps are bow at Memphis. Evejy 
mm is completely ametl, the corps hanng been origmally 
raised for the Florida war. This force we have no doubt, 
win bd able to carry every thinp' before it."— -VicJcshurg 
(Miss.) Register. ^ : . ■ ■ 

"Since early last winter, a series of tramactions bavo 
passed before ua in open day, the undisguised object of 
which has been to enlist troops, and procute arms to aid the 
Texaua in their war witb MeKico. Troopa have been enlist- 
ed— anas huvc been obtained. Their militaiy parades have 
been ejdbibited in our streets — they have enibarked at; our 
wharf -^bsve proceeded to Texas~*-»Xinited themselves ^'9ith 
her troops, and joined with them in war againat Mexico. Is 
it not a fact- thgt every stand of public arms deposited at this 
place by the State, have been sent to Texas, with the conni- 
vance of those who had charge of themV-^Gincinmii Gaz, 

Meetings were held in various places, and speeches made, 
and resolutions passed in favor of the Texan patiiots. 

At a meeting in Cincinnati, of the friends of Texas, it was 
resolved : " That no law either human or divine, except such 
as are formed.by tyrants for their sole benefit, forbids our af?- 
sistiTig the Texarss; and such law, if any exists, we do not 
as Aoaericans choose to obey." 

Tho Federal Government far ftom taking any efficient 
meas?ii'es to arrest this invasion of a friendly and neighbor^ 
ing Stave, sent an imposing force under, Gen. Gaines, w^^o^Ae 
Mexica i terrifory, under the pretence of protecting the fron- 
tiers ! With what result is shown by the following article. 

From the Poisacold Gazette. 

" About the middle of last month. Gen. Gaines sent an 
officer of th e United States army into Texas, to reclaim some 
deserters. He found them already enlisted in the Texan 
service to tlie number of tivo hundred. They still wore the 
uniform of our army, but refused of course to return. The 
commander of the^Texan army was applied to, to enforce 
their return, but his only reply was, that the soldiers might 
goi bsit that he had no authority to send them back. This is 
B. "SQW ^ew owe Texan relatiGTzcJ' ■ 



T'lic; advonturor? in Texas had no soower aei Hp tliemBelvcs, 
tlioii t.hoy adopted a ccraatitution, in . which tliey aimod,-"" 
iii'rii;, to secure theraaelves aiid their chjldroii for ever, the 
blessings of eiavory ; ami secondly, to acquire the aid md 
pirotection, of the United States. The first object was to be 
attained. by a constitutional prohibition of both private ai^d 
legialative emancipation ; and by making it a fundamental 
law of the Republic, that no free black or^ imilatto pexrvra 
should reside within its boundaries; and the second objei.;»;, 
by giving to the United States in perpetuity, a monopoly of 
the slave market in Texas,- — the inipQrtatioi\ of fjlaves from 
any oth«?r country, being absolutely prohibited, thus promis- 
ing to realize the golden ■visioni of the Virginia breedsre. 

A feverish impatience now pervaded the south'ern Stales 
for the acknowledgement of Texan independence an im- 
patience in which the northern speculators fully participated. 
Acknowledgement it was seen, must precede. -annexation, 
since tlie latter coultl drily be effected by a treaty ^vith Texas 
as an independisnt power. Still poficy required that this 
meaisure should be cautiously managed, lest the North should 
^become alarmed at this scheme for vesting the whole 'politi- 
cal povi^ei' of the Union in the hands of the slaveholdiers, and 
the northern, members of Congress be found for once refrac- 
tory.' — ^ ■ ■ • ■ 

Cohgresa mef; in Dieceraber, 1836, and on the 22d of the 
same mouthy , President Jackson sent them a sjpecial message 
in relation to Texias. He remarked : "Pmdence seems to 
■dictate that we should still stand aloof, and maintain otir pre- 
sent attitude, if hot till Mexico, or one of the great foreign 
powers shall recognize the independence, of the new Gov- 
ernment, at least until the lapse of tin^ff or iJie course iqf ev&zts 
•^liall have proved oeyond allcavti or di&p'uie^ilie . ability -of iliat 
country to maintain tlieir separate sovereignty, and to%p7iolR 
the Goveiiiment constituted hy them," 

This message dissipated all apprehensioBS on the part of 
,the friends of freedom, of a speedy acknov^ledgement, arid 
relieved Congress from the remonstrances and petitions with 
which their tables^would otherwise have been loaded. 

It was obvious, however, that if we could contrive to be- 
■come embroiled in a war with Mexico, we might then seisie 
upon Texas, and hold it by right of conquest, withoiit any 
violation of our neutral obligations : and that by this procefts, 
^he annexation might' be effectsd with -even more facility 
tlian: by a compact with Texas as an independent power, 
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Accordingly about two wecka after tho late messago, th& 
President sent iinolhor lo Congreaa on our griovancf^is against 
Mexico— griovauces about which the people at large knew 
aud cared nothing. Thip message recommended the passage 
of a law authorising the President to employ a naval force 
against Mexico if she refused *' to come to an amicable ad- 
justment of the H^atters in controversy betv/een us, upon an- 
other demand thereof, made Jram on board one of our vessels 
of war on the coast of Mexico" This proposition was coldly 
received, neither Congress nor the nation seeming to approve 
of such a novel and summary way of declaring wai ; and no 
one having the slightest desire for war, except > those who " 
were anrious. for the annexation. It being found that a war 
could not h& had, another game was played. The session 
was to cloa^ on the 3d March. The strongest opposition to 
Texas was to be appreheudedin the Lower House. Four 
days before the termination of the session, a motion was there 
made to add a clause to the appropriation bill, making pro- 
vision for the salary of a diplomatic agent to Texas. There 
was ho time for long speeches, and the motion was adopted 
with the amendmeut " to be sent bj the President whenever 
be shall receive satisfactory evidence that Texas is an inde- 
pendent power, and shall see fit to open a diplomatic inter- 
course with her." The late message proved that the Presi- 
dent had not yet received "the satisfactory evidence," and 
anticipated it only from the action of the grekt Jbreigrt pow- 
ers, or " the lapse, of time." Little hesitation therefore was 
felt in leaving the subject under the control of the Execu- 
tive. The House of Representatives, in which there was a 
maiority of northern members, having been thus managed, 
and a salary secured for a Minister to Texas ; the veil was 
thrown aside iti the Senate, and two days before the end of 
the session, it was '* Resolved, that the State of Texas, hav- 
ing established and maintained an independent government, 
capable of performing those duties, foreign and domestic, 
which appertain to independent governments, and it appear- 
ing, that there is no longer any reasonable prospect of the 
successful termination of the war by Mexico against said 
State, it is expedient and proper, and in conformity witli the 
laws of nations and the precedents of this Government in 
like oases, that the independent political existence of said 
State, be acknowledged by the Government of the United 
States." 

As the whole tenor of this resolution was in direct oppo- 
mXiojx to tho message of the 22d December, and as nothing 
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liad occm'red since that date to weaken tlie poaitions assumwd 
in tliQ messagef one of the Senators iu oppoamg tlio reaolu" 
tion, Veiy naturally alluded to the views onteitained by tb© 
Presidcui. On this, Mr. Walker, a Senator from MisaisBippi, 
rose ill Ins place and declared, that " he 7iud ii frmn, iJie Fre- 
sidaifs own. lipSf that if' he tvere a Senator, he would vote f&r^ 
tJiis resolution / f" ^ . ■ 

At eleven o'clock of tho night of the 3cl March, an hour 
before his term of office expired, and just as the Senate was 
about adjourning, the President Bent them the nomination 
of a Minister to Texaa.- 

The conduct, of the Fedaral Government towards Texas 
and Hayti, plac'ea in a strong light the influence of slavery 
on ouv national councils. The latter State has been inde- 
pendent both in name and in fact for thirty-seven years, yet 
we atill refuse to recognize her. Twelve months after "I'exas 
declared her independence, she was received by us into the 
family of nations, and honored by an interchange of diplo- 
matic agents, Foi^ thirty-five years, the soil of Hayti has not 
been trodden by an invader ; only^ew months befole the ac- 
knowicjdgement of Texas, a Mexican army was carrying tei:- 
ror and destruction through its territory. That army had 
indeed been defeated, but another was preparing to renew 
£he contest. Hayti had long been at peace with all tb© world. 
Mexico claimed Texas ae its own, and solemly avowed itf; 
determination lo chastise, and suppress the revolt. Hayti 
achieved her independence after a long and arduous strug- 
gle vnth powerful annies, and has a population of a million 
to maintain it. Texas, when acknowledged, could, appeal 
only to the fortunate result of a single battle as evidence of 
' her national power, while she had no more than 60,000 m- 
habitants to contend against the eight miiiioiis of Mexico. 
With Hayti, w.9 had a large and valuable commerce, while 
our commerce with Texas was only in expectancy. Yet has 
slavery estranged our Government' from the one nation, and 
led it to welcome to its embrace another, incomparably infe- 
rior in political strength and moral worth. 

The indecent haste with which Texas was acknowledged, 
and the trickery by which the acknowledgement was efect- 
ed, were prompted by the desire of annexation. A Bouthei^ 
journal speaks thus frankly on the subject. " Does any sober 
observer contend- — can he in the face of facts, that Texas 
has substantially, according to the usages of nations, accom- 
plished her independence t Was there not an even chaace, 
to put the matter on the most favorable footing, that the 
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vhuxij of JaclritC' might tins 'Carapaiga bo, revevi;;; ,! '.' ':?ul 
natttral feeli-iig S??3 outstripped the pradGnco, of ou 
-iiienK;, usually disci!"eet and judiciouOi alid socio ' sy::. r ;j 

doHO what political precedent, arid possibly expedioi; -. , ; ;■!){: 
ffliot have sanctioheil. The debate in the British Parii-uiiant 
©hows how well Stdt& ^ctpejv* and official cerernoniea" (viz. 
the President's message,) " may delude, or seem to delude 
foreign governm^jnts. Vl/"hlle Lord Pahtrerston and O'Con- 
nell were defending our , Governmeat from any iwipropor 
hasSe in acknowlodgiBg the independenceof Texa9,the deed 
is consuniiraated!"— TAe Fort Gibson (Mi^s.) SotttMnuir, 

The whole slave region, with scarcely' an exception, da- 
TOanded a umoa with the new State. '♦ The very i-easono," 
«aid the Charleston Mercury, " fto intemperately urged by the 
"North against it, that it wll increase the political weight of 
the southern States, afid perpetuate and extend the curse of 
^iiYetyj are pur best Teas!ms jot it.** i 

rhe Legislatures of South €aroli'*ia, Mississippi, awd Tea* 
./sssse,. all passiad resolutions in favor of the aunesatioK., 
-Many individualaat the North had likewise a deep pscuaiary 
intierest in: the question. They had speculated largely in 
Texas iaudsj,' but their^ title %vould be of but little valuer so 
long aa they depended the faith of the lawless adveiittirers 
who pos8e5?sefi' the country ^ Gould; that country bs received 
iiitij tne XJeiou, and subjected to tha acts of Congress and 
the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, their purchases might 
'insure to themselves or their families, princely estates. A 
writer in the Salem Gazette, (Mass.) probably a speculators 
an vindicating the annexation, tfc'18 appealed to the avarice 
4of Kew-England. " It is calculated that the value of one 
kind of property in the South, slaves, will be enhanced so ° 
much, that that portion of our ' country will realise one or 
two hundred mil"? ->ns of dollars ; the South cannot he 
enriched vrithout benefiting the North— f/ic 7nmey wiU nat^ 
'^ToIIt/ come here at last." 

The people of Texas were no less desirous of annexatioB 
than southern slaveholders, or northern speculators. The 
plan of union was avowed from almost the very commence- 
ment of the rebellion. In August, 1836, S. Austin, in aa 
address offering himself as a candidate for the Presidency, 
told the people : — " I am in favor (s£ the annexation, and will 
do all in my power to effe'^t it; with the least possible delay." 
-W. H. Jack, a candidate for she legislature, declared : "I am 
decidedly and unequivocally in favor of annexing ; Texas £<» 
tli^ United Stales." Gei?. Houston, the Ctommiinder-isi- 
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^liyofj-'inliuii-ate'tl tliut "tlio ;d'niiisxatio!i was essential to' tibe 
intoMSts of the rievy country." The Texan Oongiess reaol- 
■ved, ?.HikAt the President of tbe'Ee^^ublio of Texca be em- 
powered- and authotizedito deap^iteii a comtrsiasioner tir ^om- 
naiafliaiiers to tlio ¥uitfld' Statea of Affiexica, to obtain a no- 
gotiution of our .isdepBiadeii^e, and enter into a ti-eaty wi'tlj. 
that Goyernraent ' foi* a union on a footing with the origiuid 
States;"' Tbe firalt ijonditioii prescnbed for thia proposed 

«umon, Was//'* THB3 FREE AND WNMOLESTED AtTTaoiUTY OVEtt 

'ffHEiR isLAte population !" . ; - 

0». the 4tb Augustj' 1837^ the negotiation was opened by 
ttie Texan Minister at Washington, by a pi?oposit,ion "to 
unite tlae tw© people imder oiia and tbe saiiie govesTOnent " 
The acfu^ptance of this proposition would of coigrse imve 
been equivalent to a declaration of war against Mexico ; a 
TOspohsibility which Mr. Van Baren did not see fit to aasmiie, 
«3peciaiiy in the recesa of Gongfess. He dediacd entering 
antd the negotiation, on the gwunds that the United States 
•^ere,^at present, at peace with Mexico, and that that power 
had not; acknawledged the in«3ependenco of Texas. As this 
^answer merely postponed the annexation on account of ati 
obstacle easily removed, it vras entirely satisfaictory to the 
■Sdutli, and the more so as the Presidf^'s message to Oon- 
■gress on the 4th of the snBuiag December, wore a very hoi' 
ligetent aspect towards Mexico. 

This formal attempt at annexation roused the fears of the 
Northj and inniimerablo remonstrances agaiiist the measure 
\vere presented to Coiagress. In the meantime Mexico/ by 
proposing a submission of her dififerences with the United 
■fetates to arbitration, removed all pretericG for immediate 
tvar. Under these circurastances, the Bouthern delegation 
in Congress thought it anost prudent not to press the annex- 
ation. The Texans, moreover, finding themselves unmo- 
lested by Mexico, who had become involved in war with 
<■ France; and observing the strong hostility manifested to- 
"wards the meaaure in the United State, formally withdrew 
lier application for admission into the Union. It is folly, 
however, to suppose that the project of annexation is aban- 
doned either by the South, or by Texas ; nor does it need 
the gifc of prophesy to fores^ie that the first favorable oppor- 
tunity; of making war upon Mexico, will be readily embra- 
ced % the Federal Government. Should such a war be 
effected, the doymnion of the whs? may, perhaps, be extfcnded 
from Maryland to PsEama. 

It may not be araiss here to compare the conduct of th© 
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Ftderul Government towards the Texan and the Oanadian 
rebfcja. The first were elaveholdors re*<3Stablishing slavery 
on a soil from which it; had been banished ; and they oivjoyod 
from the first the aympathy of our government, who toojc 
caro to interpose no real obstacle to an invasion on thpir ber 
half^from the Uwited States ; while for the purpose of aiding 
them it labored to excite an imraediato war with Mexico. 
The Ct^adian rebels were professedly fighting for liberty, 
and should- they succeed, there was no piobability that negro 
slavery would crown their triumph. They, like the Texans, 
looked to us for aid ; but the President, now aliv^ to the ob- 
ligatioiis of neutrality, and finding, the existing laws insuffi> 
cient to enforce them, applied to Congress and received ad- 
ditional powers. Troops Were sent to the frontiers, not to 
swell by desertion the ranks of the rebels,, but in good faith, 
forcibly to prevent American citizens from abetting the re- 
volt. A war with Mexico was desired by the slaveholders, 
and the President was for negotiating on board an armed 
vmd. A war with Great Britain, emphatically an anti- 
slavery nation, is now viewed' with horror and dismay by the 
whole South,^ and the Executive has sedulously endeavpi:ed 
to avoid it 

We .have now prifbnted numerous instances of the action 
of the Federal Government in behalf of slavery ; but our 
task is not completed. We are still to view that Govern- 
ment, which, in the language of the Constitution, was estab- 
lished " to secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
our, posterity ;" assailing the constitutional rights of the citi- 
zen, in order to rivet the fetters of the slave ; striving to ex- 
tinguish the freedom of the press, the freedom of debate, and 
the right of petition, to perpetuate property in human flesh. 
These, wo are sensible, are ati-ong. assertions; we solicit at- 
tention to the facts on which they are founded, and first to 

The attempt op the Federal Gtovernment to estab- 
lish A CENSORSHIP OP THE PRESS. 

In the summer of 1835, the Anti-slavery Society in New- 
York, directed their publisher to forward a number of their 
periodical papers, containing facts and disquisitions on the 
subject of slavery, to various southern gentlemen of distinc- 
tion, in the hope of exciting by thia means, a spirit of inquiry 

• A distinguished southern Senator, speakinf ortbe importance of preserv- 
ing oar neutrality on the Canada frontier, decclared that in his opinion " a 
war with England would be the heaviest calamity that could befall thffCOUDr* 
try." 
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among persons of influence and character. Biit it was pre- 
cisely such a spirit of inquiry, that the advocates of perpet- 
ual bondage feared might be fatal to their favorite institu* 
tion. Hence they affected to believe that the papejS sent-to 
the masters, were intended to excite tlie slaves to insurrec- 
tion, and they succeeded in maddeniiig the populace to' fiury. 
A mob broke into the Charleston Post-Office, and seizing a 
quantity of anti-slavery papers, burned them in the sij^et. 
This outrage was virtuadly approved by the City Council; 
and at a public mfeetingj a cotiamittea of " gentlemen' V was 
appointed to take charge of the noitheni mail on its arrivaJi 
accompany it to the Post-Office^ and see tiiat no paper^v<j^ 
catipg tfca rights of man, should b© delivered to their ownfers; 
The Post-Master informed the head of the departmeiit^ tha^ 
under existing circumstances, he had determined to suppress 
all \'mti-is1avery publications, and asked foi* instructions for the 
fiitut^. It should here be recollected idiat of aJl the political 
advisers of the President, Mr. Kendall, at this time acting as 
Post-Master General j was the most odious to the opposite 
party.' He had been appointed during the recess of the 
Senate, and it was regarded as a matter^ of course, that on 
the meeting of that body, in which the opposition had ^ ma.- 
jority, his nomination would be rejected. The constatutiou 
forbado a censorship of the press^ and had the pBop|g!4)6ea 
disposed to delegate so formidable a power, they ceitainly 
would nojt have vested it in the 10,000 deputies of the P^ 
Master General . The law moreover expressly reqv ' >^ eve- 
ry Post-Master to deliver the papers received byb , o the 
persons to whom they were mrected. : ^ 

Such were the circumstances under which Mr. Kendall 
returned his famous answer. After stating that not having 
seen the papers in question, he could not judge of thieir char- 
acter, but had been informed that they were* incendiary, in- 
flammatory, and insurrectionary, he added : f'By no act or 
direction of mine, official or private, could I be induced to 
aid knowingly in giving circulation to papers of this descrip- 
tion, directly or indirectly. We owe an obligation to the 
laws, but a higher one to the communities in which we live ; 
and if the former be perverted to destroy the latter, it is pa- 
triotism to disregard tliem. Entertaining these views, I can- 
not sanction and will not condemn the step you have taken." 
Thiilitter taught the Senate that the new officer was vrilling 
to ocpaduct the Post-Office in a manner calculated to protect 
the " domestic institution'.* from the assaults of truth and ar- 
gument, and his nomnaation was confirmed, i Mr: Kendall 
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V/OS^ tit the dato of hia letter, a memfeer of the Cabinet, 
and it was understood that the novel, extraordinary, and dan- 
gerous doctrine of that letter received the sanction of the 
President. 

On the opening of Congress, President Jackson in his 
message, recommended the " passing of such a law as will 
prohibit under severe penalties, the circulation in the south- 
ern States through the mails, of incendiary publications iw- 
i£f;i<ieiZ to instigate the slaves lo insurrection." The propo- 
sed law it seems, was not to prohibit the printing of xertain 
papers, nor their committal to the aiails in. the northern 
States, but only their ciradatim m the slave^ region. Of 
coui-se certain persons, Post-Mastovs-we presume, were to be 
required under " heavy penalties," to stop these papers ; and 
they^ were necessarily to be judges of the character of the 
papers, and of the intentions of their vvxiiera. From what 
codtj of despotism, did) bur very democtatic President derive- 
his plan for destroying the efficiency of the Prbss ? By a 
contemptible quibble, this plan was to evade the constitu- 
tionfil guarantee of the; freedom of the press. It was not fco- 
iaterfere wiih tb© press— not at all-~it was merely to pre* 
venfi the circulatioh of its prod^ictions ! The press was still 
to b© free ta pour forth: its arguments against slavery, oialj 
*' heavy penalties" were to prevent the people from reading 
them ! The reason moreover assigned for this high-handed 
act of tyranny, v/ag a isost willful calumny. It was to pre- 
veni the circulation iu: the southern States of publications is- 
ievdad to excite the slaves to insutrection. Such a proposal; 
from the first magistrate of the coimtry lo Congress, and fol~ 
lov.!iag the aSair at Gbarlestoij, and Mr; KoKdall's letter,, 
jrresistibly fixes upon the members of the American Anti- 
slavery Society at New- York, the charge of sending papere 
into, southern States for the purpose and with the desire of 
effectiiig the massacre of their fellovvf-citizens. If the Presi- 
dent really believed that such was the object ef the New- 
York abolitionists, and such the character of their publica- 
eioBs, and if he thought it his official duty to bring the sub- 
ject before Congress, he ow|3d it to himself, to the country, 
to ti'uth and to justice, to have submitted to Congress the 
fac^s and dommrnts,. on vsrhicb he founded his proposed inva- 
sion of the constitutional rights of his fellow-citizens. But 
he cautiously avoided specifying a single fact, or quoting a 
single- sentence in support of his tremendous accusation, or 
in jiistification of his most iinwarrantable proposition : andl 
■when; written to- by the- actirg- committee of the Nev7-York 
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Society for proof of his charge against thera, he deomsti it 
moat prudertt not to return an answer ! Surely tho burden 
of proof rests upon him, who in a solemn official address to. 
the LegislatiU'e, holds up a portion of his fellovv-citizeus as 
miscreants en,gaged in plotting murder and insurrection; 
and urges the enaction of a law to counteract their execrable 
machinations. 

It is often difficult to jprove a negative ; but in this instance^ 
tho falsehood of the President's choij^-^ is amply demonstra- 
ted by an official document from the slavoholders themselves. 
We give this document, not to exculpate the members of 
Jihe New- York Society &om a calumny whish their owa 
©haraciers abundantly refute, but to show in a strong light 
the unprincipled means to which the Federal Governmenfe 
is capable of resorting to uphold tho " peculiar institution"" 
of the South. 

■ A grand jury in Alabama, conceivedi the bright idea, thafi 
the publication of tracts at the North against slavery raighfe 
be arrested, by indicting the publishers as felons, and then, 
demanding them from the Governors of thdir respective^ 
States as fugitives from southern justice It was necessary,., 
however, to« specify in the indictment, the precise crime of" 
which they had been guilty ; a necessity which th© Presi- 
denfc regarded as not applicable to his message. We ma^ 
well suppose therefore, that the grand jury would endeavor 
to secure th^ success of this, their j&rst experiment, by select- 
ing from the various publications alluded to. by the Presi-^ 
dent and Mr. Kendall, as sant to the South for the purpose 
of exciting insurrection, the most insurrectionary, cut-throaS 
^passages, they could find. Behold the resuk, 

" State of Alabama, ^: Circuit Court, Septerabei; 
Tuscaloosa county, f; Terra, 1835. 

The gs'and jurors, " * * upon their oath presentj. 
that Robert G. Williams, late of said county, being a wicked, 
malicious, seditious, and ill-disposed person, and being gi-eat- 
iy disaffected to the laws and government of said. State, and 
feloniously, wickedly, maliciously, and seditiously contriving, 
devising, and intending to produce conspiracy, insurrection^ 
and rebellion among the slave population of^ said State, and 
to alienate and withdraw the affection, fidelity.,and allegiance,, 
of said slaves from their masters and ownei-s, on, the tenth 
' day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
©ightihundred' and thirty-five^ at the county aforesaid, feloni- 
ously j, wickedl^^, noaliflfeusly,, and, seditiously did cffiase to bs 
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iKstributed, circulated, and published, a seditious paper, 
called * The Emancipator,* in which paper ia published 
according to the tenor and effect followingj; that is to say : 
* God commands, and dll nature cries oiit, tliai ^NA'a should not 
he hdd as property. The system of maki^ uzii property, has 
plunged 2,250,000 of our /ellow-countryvnm into .t1i;e deepest 
physical and moral degradation, and they are every moment 
sinking deeper! ; In opeto violation of the vA.ct of the General 
Assembly in such case made and provided, , to the evil and 
pernicious example of all others in like case offending^ and 
agmnst the peace and dignity of the State of Alabama;''*' 
c In the Senate, recommendation of the President v^as 
referred to a committee, who reported a Ijill prohibiting 
Post-Masters ifrom delivering " any pamphlet, newspaper, 
handbill, or Dther printed paper, or pictorial representation^ 
touching the subject of slavery in any Stale, in which their 
circulation is prohibited by law." The object of this bill 
was by means of fed^al legislation, to build around the 
slave States a rampart against the assaults of light and truths 
Its absurdity was equalled only by its wickedness. Not a 
newspaper containing a debate in Congress, a report from a 
commktee, a message from the Focesident, a letter .from the 
West Indies, "touching the subject of slavery," ;cDuld:be 
legally delivered from a southern Post-Office ; and thousands 
of Post-Masters were to be employed in opening envelopes, 
and ppring over their contents, to catch a refereiice to the 
V domestic institutibn." 

By this bill, the Federal Government virtually surrender- 
ed to the States, the freedom of the press; and nullified the 
guarantee of this inestimable privilege, given by our fathers, 
in the Constitution to every citizen. This bifi, moreover, 
prepared the way for the destruction of civil and religious 
liberty. If every paper touching the subject of slaveiy 
might be suppressed, then the same fate naighi just as con- 
stitutionally be awarded to every paper iftwcXwj^ the conduct 
of the administration, or the doctrine of the Trinity. It es- 
tablished a censorship of the press oh one subject, which 
might afterwards be extended to others. Yet this bill, ab- 
surd and unconstitutiohalfas it was, went through its regular 
stages with little oppSsition, till the important question was 
taken on its engrdlsment ; • — the vote stood 18 to 18. The 

* Another count was added for distributing " The Eniancipatorj|^i^twith 
our giving any extracts. It is scarcely necessary to add, that Wiii|an>9 had 
paver been in Alabama. Yet on this indictment, he was demani^ed of the 
New-York Executive aa a fcgitive felon, by the GoVemoV of Alabataa'.^ ' 
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caatiiig vote was now required from Mr. Van Bureto, who, 
as Vice President, occupied die ch&ir. He gave it for the 
day^olders, and received from them at the ensuing election, 
sisly-pne electoral votes, by means of which, he became 
President of the United States.* On the final question, the 
bill was rejected, and this attempt to trammel the press for 
the protection of slavery, defeated. A very different result 
however, has. attended . - 

The effort op the FeDEKAL GoVfiBNMENT TO NULLIFY 
THE RIGHT OP PETITION AND THE PREEBOM OP DEBATE. 

For thirty years past, petitions have been presented to 
Congress for the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and the national territories j and until latterly, were 
received and treated like o|her petitions. !But having with- 
in a i^ew years prodigiously increased in number, and some 
northern members having shown a disposition to advocate 
their prayer, afnost extraordinary course has been pursued 
in relation to them. The reason of this course is explained 
by the following passago from a speech by Mr. Strange, a 
Senator from North Carolina. " Every agitation of this sub- 
ject (slavery,) weakens the moral force in our favor ; and 
. breaks down the moral barriers which now serve to protect 
and secure us. Wh have every thing to lose, and, nothing to 
gain by agitation and discussion" ' . 

The frankness of this confession is as remarkable as its 
truth i^ unquestionable ; and it shows us why the advocates 
of slavery instead of meeting their opponents in ^irgument, 
h^ve sought, to silence them by brute force, and penal enact- 
ments. 

, One of the most unequivocal and undpiAted of all consti- 
tutional rights is that of petition, and it is moreover, express- 
ly guaranteed by the constitution. But this right has been 
most audaciously nullified by both branches of the National 
Legislature. The Senate , have not, it is true, avowedly re- > 
fused to receive anti-slavery petitions, but they have adopted ; 
a course which answers the same purpose. The practice for 
some years past has been to Jay the question of reception on 
the table without deciding it, and the petition not being in 
fact received, cannot be discussed, nor any measure respect- 
ing it taken. This course is no less at variance vnth the / 

* Tbe two Senators from Now-Yqrk, Messrs. Wi-ight and Tollmadge, .po- ; 
Httbttl "frie'nds of Mr. Van Burcn, supported the bill. It is duo to justice to , 
mehtibn, tbakthe bill was finally lost by the s'^jtes of 8everaV«oiiifJlej'« Sena- 
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coastltutional righ'ts of the petitioners, than, it ia with thos^ - 
of the members of the Senate^ The rights of> petition and- 
freedom ofi debate are. both nullities,' if the body to which a 
prayer is addressed, ii§ prohibited from listening to it-, arid 
the individual members are prohibited from »otioing it- 
Would it be no. violation of the Constitution were the Senate 
to ordet tliat every petition, " touching the subject of slave- 
ry should be delivered to their doorkeeper, to be commit- 
ted by him to the flames 1 And yet in what particular, are 
the rights of the petitioners more respected by the practice 
we have meiitiohed t The petitions are not indeed burned, 
but thiey are left in the pockets of those to whom they were 
entrusted; and not" being received^ the Senate is supposed 
to be ignorant of their contents, and of course no member is 
permitted to discuss- their merits, or to , propose any measure 
founded upon them. Let us now tnrn to what is regarded 
as the popular hrarich, — 'the House of Representatives, — - 
intended to be the special? guardian of the liberties of "the 
PBOpibE, as the Senate is of the rights of the States. 

In May, 1836, a committee reported to the House, a reso- 
lution prefaced witli this extraordinary avowal,: " Whereas: 
it is extremely important and desirable, that the. agitation 
on this subject (slavery)' should be finally, aiTestqd for the 
purpose of xestorx-R^ ' iranquility to the public mind, your 
committee respectfully recommend the following resolution." 

Hiere then is an " acfcliowledged; unblushing interference 
by the Federal Government, in behalf of slavery ; an avowed 
interference to arrest that agitation, which we are assured 
by Mr. Strangcj breaks down the moral barriers," which 
serve to , protect and secure a system of iniquitous, cruelty- 
arwl'bppression. To arrest this agitatibn, the committee did, 
not scruple to recommend a measure, breaking down the 
constitutional barriei^ erected' to protect and secure the 
rights and liberties of the peoplei)f the United States. The . 
resolution reported by tho committee, was adopted by the. 
House, CHI- the 26th of May, 1836, and is in these words : 

" Regbived, That all petitiOns,.memorialfe,. resolutions, and' 
propositions- relating in any way, or td any extent, whatever, 
to the subject of slavery, shall' without being eithet printed" 
or referred,' be^laid on th6 table,, and' that np .farther action, 
whatevershall bfr had thereon." Ayes IlT-r^Nays 68. 

It is worthy- of remark, that of the ayes, no less than 62^ 
were from the ffee St&tes | The advocat(^s of this resolii-. 
tion, conscious that it could jbear discussion. as. little as slaves^ 
ry itself, caused it to be adopted througli the operation e£ 
the previous question, by a silent vote. 
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We have exhibited th6; character of slavery aild the slave 
trade at the seat of the Federal Government, and have shown 
that Congress is the local legislature of the District of <Jo- 
lumbia, having exclusive jurisdiction over it in all cases 
whatever." Now one of the peculiar atrocities of this reso- 
lution ia, that it wrests from every member of the House, 
his constitutional right to ^t)p^5e such measures forthe gov- 
errimentfof the District as justice and humanity may require. 
Slaves might be btirned alive in the streets of tlie Capital ; 
the slavets might bo crowded to suffocation with human vic- 
tims ; every conceivable cruelty might be practised, and no 
one member of the local legislature could be permitted to 
propose even a committee of inquiry, "relating in any way, 
or to any extent whatever, to the subject of slavery \" 

The fact that 62 northern members on this occasion, ar- 
rayed themselves- oh the side of the . slaveholders, affords a 
melancholy and- alarming proof of the corrupting influence 
which slavery is exerting on the morality and patriotism of 
tlie free States.- 

' This foolish and vricked expedient t<> restore tranquili- 
ty" to the people, by trampling on their rights and gagging 
their representatives, failed of success. The petitioners at 
this session were 34,000, — at the next the number was 
swelled to one honored and ten THotisAND ! and;>the gag 
was renewed. During the - session of 1837-^8, the number' 
rose to THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND. Early in the last mieti- 
tiOned session, a member from Vermont, presented a petition 
fot the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, and 
took the liberty to offer some remarks 'pn the subject of 
slavery. This attempt to break down " the moral baniers," 
throw the southern members into great trepidation, and the 
scene which ensued; illustrates the system o£ intimidation, to 
which we have- already adverted. The Speaker was inter-- 
rapted by- a gentlOman from Virginia, calling aloud, and ask- 
ing his colleagues to retire with him from the hall ; — ano- 
ther from Georgia exclaimed, that, he hoped the whole south- 
ern delegation would do the same ;^ — a third from South Car- 
olina declared, that all the representatives from that State 
• had already signed an agreement.' The-Heuse«^oumcd, 
find a southern member in-v^ted tho- gentlemen from the slave- 
holding States'tomeet immediately ib an adjoining Mom. The 
meeting was held, but its proceedings were hot' made pub^ 
lib. The restilt, however^, was manifest in the iptrodhction 
next morning, of another gag resolution, directing ajl memo-. 
Trials, petitions, and papers touching the-abolition of slavery 
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in the national teniio^es, and of .the American slave trade, 
to be laid on the lable, without being printed, read, debated^ 
or referred) and that no farther action ^ould be had thereon. 
* Through the apquiescence of northern members, it was 
passed by a *iZerai vote. 

At the beginning of the nejct session, a meeting of the ad- 
ministration members was held, at which it was determined 
to renew the gag ; and as a pro^f*6f the devotion of the .dem- 
ocratic party at the North to tlie cause of slavery, it was ar- 
ranged that now, for the first time, the odious measure should 
be proposed \>y a northern man : nay, not merely a northern 
man, but a native of New-England— a representative from 
New-HampshirOj The resolution w,as accordingly introdu- 
ced, and was passed on the 12th December, 1838, aiid has 
given notoriety to the name of A^erton. 

Thus we see a persevering, systematic effort on the part 
of Congress^to protect slavery by suppressing debate> and 
throwing contempt upon the petitions of hundreds of thous- 
ands of American citizens. That this should be doiie by 
slaveholders was perhaps to have been expected j; but that 
they should bo aided in such a desperate assault upon con- 
stitutional liberty by northern men, for the paltry considera- 
tion of southern votes and southern trade, is mortifying and 
alarming. The meeting of extremes isVtrite illusiration of 
human inconsistency. J£, in Dr. Johnson's time, the loudest 
yelps for liberty were heard from the drivers of slaves.; the 
loudest yelps in the northern S/iates against aristocracy, char- 
tered monopolies and oppressicni of the poor, are now heard 
from men who have labored to perpetuate the bondage of 
millions, by gag la,ws, and reiatrictions on the freedom of 
speech and the press. These men are acting from party 
views, and are rushing to battla imder the war cry of " Van 
BuEEN AND SLAVERY," in hopes, through southern auxiliapes 
of enjoying the spoils of ^ctoiy.; Qthera again, without' the* 
slightest sympathy, in the poli'i^ical principles of . these men, 
and with their ears stuffed, jmd their hearts , padded with 
cotton, are co-operatii)g widi tiiem in behalf of slavery, .frpm 
their love of southern trade.* .> i ; ; 



* The tbllowingr fire- strong arid iitnittMog tnstoilcea of the meetiiig of Ex- 
tremes. In rfie ;Sipring of 1837^11)9 wr&»y merchaote of NBw-Y*ork,^BeBta 
4cpuiHtson to Wasbin^n to rec^'it t^e Bresypnt to adopt certain meiteu^ 
to relievo tho cpininercinl emhamasments of tpe country, ^he requcPt wj\9 
declined, and a great njeetiitgrivaif converied to fieceivr the roport' of the idfd- 
putation. -The report which wiw adopted hy the meeting,, recommended eF- ^ 
furta t)) displace Air. VunjBuron, and as (demeans of e<irccting:tbis g^:^c^' ' 
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We will here close oUr protracted investigation with a 
brief 

Recapitulation of the action cp the Fkueral Gov- 
ebnment in behalf op slavery. 

This action we have found exhibited (omitting constitu- 
tional provisions) in * 

1. Its effort to degrade the free people of color by exclu- 
ding them from the militia; prohibiting them from driving a 
mail waggon — denying naturalization to foreigners of their 
complexion — subjecting them to odious disqualifications and 
restrictions in ^e City of Washington ; -and above all in per- 
mitting themwithout trial, at the discretion of the marshal, 
to be sold as slaves to pay their jail pees. 

2. Li its tolerance of slavery in territories under its exclu- 
sive jurisdiction. 

3. In its arbitrary, unconstitutional, and vncked laws for 
the" arrest of fugitive slaves. " 

4. In its negotiation with Gireat Britain and Mexico for 
the surrender of fiigitive slaves. 



exhbtted die thercbants to " appeal "to our brethren of the . South for their 
geqerous co-opcrotion ; ahd pronate them that those "who believe the pes- 
ee^ioii of property of anj^ kind" (not excepdng men, women, and obUdren,)" 
"is an evidence Qf merit, will be the. last to interfere with the rights. of prOf 
perty otdny kind; discoiirege aiay cffoit to awaken an eiccitemeDt^ ihe bare' 
idea of which should make, every husband' and fdlker tRvdder vnth horror.^* 
In plain English^ if tBe slaveholder? would make conimon cau^e with the 
New- York Diercbants against Mr; V^n Btiren, they in 'return would make 
common cause \(itfa. the slRvelinlders against the abolitionists, rBut demo- 
crats' ki^oiiv riie value of southetTi votes quite as well ds the wjbig^s. Accord- 
ingly v(?fe find in the Washington Globe of Feb. 9; 1839, a speeicU iTttSiideet 
tahaive been, delivered, but prevented by the gag resolution, By Mr.'Eli 
Moore^ a double-refined democrat, President of the New-Yorfc Tfades' Ufl- 
ioDj and representative fripm that city iti Cohgresa. This gentleman, tells 
us " the wild, enthusiastic, and impetuous spirit which kiiidfed the fires of 
Smithfield, and strewed the plains of Palestine with the cdrs'es bf' the crusa- 
ders,; stands with lighted and uplifted t»ich hard by the side of abolitionism, 
ready, to .spread conflagration and death around the l and" — he declares that 
so long as the Dkuocratic or State Rights' party shall maintain the as- 
cendancy, the efforts o( the abolitionists will be cbmparatively innddoos 
and he announces what will be no less news to the New- York merclt'antd, 
than it is to abolitionists, that " the Federal or . National -BjiitK .Pabtt^ 
believe ,tl(^ Federal Legislature npt only, have the power to abolish slavery ia^. 
th6 DisVHct of Colutnbia, ^tU'oJw 

- From the opinions arid motives we have ascnbed to masses, We know there' 
BR) nrany exceptions. No dommunity can offer brighter examples' df VinW 
a^;i4)ilanthropy than the merch&nt^ of New-York f and he who jthinkq that 
there-aie not among oui;' tdtra;democn)ts, men, \ybo. conscientiously beliere,. 
.the ]d[n^ciples'tbey'prbfe8^, aind ^ct In consiste'ncy'witb iheaii|| does not 



86 



KBSE^ONSIBUilTV OF THE FaEE 'STATES. 



5. 'In its invaBionpf Florida, in piirsuit of iugitivQ slaives. 

6. In its negotiations with Great Britain, for compensution 
for slaves who had taken refuge on board British ships of 
war. / ' 

7. In its negotiation with Great Britain, for compensation 
for slaves, sHip-wrfeqked in the West Indies. 

8. In its toierauce, protection, and regulation of the Araer- 
• ican slave trade. , 

9. In: its duplicity, withrdgard^to the abolition of the Afri- 
can slave trade. 

10. In its efforts to prevent the abolition of slavery in Cuba. . 
. 13,. In its conduct towards Hayti. 

. 12. In its conduct .towards Texas. ' » 

13. In its attempt to establish a censorship of the press. 

14. In its invasion of the right of petition, and the freedom 
of debate. 

Such has beienthe attioa in behal^of human bondage, of 
a Government which, in the language of the Constitution, 
was formed to establish jhsxiJcJe, and secure the blessihg^ of 

" LIBERTY. .^'.V. ■ 

And by whom ^re the men composing the Government 
which thus pervertis the objects of its institution^ invested 
with their power ? They ar€» the agents, the mere instru- 
ments of the people of the United States— of the North khd 
the East, tis lyell ais of the West and tbe South. This coh-r 
sideration calls us to consider 

The RESPON^sinEitLiTy op tiie Free States. . 

■ The advocates of slavery and the tools of party, aye con- 
tinually telling lis, t\ia.t " .t7i£ North has nothing to ds mtJi 
slavery y A volume might be filled vidth facts, proving the 
fallacy of this assertion. There is scarcely a family among 
us^ that is not connected by the ties of friendship, kindred. 
Or pecuniary interest, with the land of slaves. That land is 
endeared to us by a thousand recollections — with that land 
we have continual commercial, political, religious, and sociul 
intercourse. Therei in innumerable instances, are our per- 
sonal friends, our brothers, our sons and our daughters.— 
How malignant and foolish then is the falsehood, that the 
thousands and tens of thousands of abolitionists among us, 
are, anxious to see that land reeking in blood ! But the m<ffe 
intimate are our connections with that knd, the niore expo- 
' sad are we to be contaminated by its pollutions; and the 
more imperatively are we bound ip ^eek its real welfare,! v , 
Let it then sink deep in our hearts, let it rest iipon our 
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congciehcesi that in every wicked and cruel iact of the Fed- 
eral Government in behalf of slaveiy, the people of the North 
have participated, — we might almost say that for all this 
wickedness and cruelty, they are soleli/ responsible / eime it 
■could nothav« been perpetrated but with the consent of <^«fr 
represfentatives. "Vast and fertile territories^ which inight 
now have Veen inhabited by a free and happy population, 
have by northern votes been converted, to use the language 
-of- the ^oet, into . : 

*' A land of tyrants, aild'n Sen'of^iAves.^' . * 

By northern Senators, h'aVe Our African 8la,vei^ "beeit ][)iio- 
tected from the search of British cruisers. By northern fep- 
Tesentatives, is the American slave trade protected^; and- thie 
.dominations eaacted in thfe Capital of the Ilej)ublid,' sani&- 
tioiied and perpetuated : and northern tnpn are • thci officia- 
ting^^ ministers in the sacrifice of constitutional liberty on the 
«ltar of Moloch. But representatives are only the kgfetits oiF 
their;constituents, speaking their thoughts, and doing their 
will. The veopve oP the North have^done " this gfeat 
wickedness;" When'thei/ repent, whenife^love mercy, ^3 
fieek after justice, their representatives will no longer rejoioi^ 
to aid in transforming the image of God'into a beast of biiFi 
den — 'then will the human shambles bb overthrown iii the 
Oapital~ then : \vill slavera " freightfed "with despair^" no 
longer depart from the port of Alexandria, nor chained coP 
fles parade the streets of Washington. - Then will the powers 
lof the Federal-Government be exercised in protecting, not 
in annihilating the rights of man ; and then will the slaved 
tioldei^ deprived of tlie countenance of the free States, as he 
is already of nearly all the rest of the civilized world, be led 
to reflect calmly on the chariacttjr and tendency of the insti- 
tution he jiow so dearly prizes, and seek his own welfare and 
that of his children in its voluntary and peaceful abolition. 

But here we are confronted wdth dix'eful prophecies. Let 
us' then proceed to inquire into 

The PIIOBABLE irfPHJBNCE OP THE AnTI-SLAVEBY AGITATION 
. ON the i'EfeMANENCY OP THE tlNION. 

Before we can predict what this influence will be, we iniiiBt 
first inquire, what vpill probably be the direction and aim 
the agitation 1 Eveiy State possesses all the powers of" in- 
dependent sovereignty, except such as she lias delegated to 
the'; Federal . Govemmenti All the po wfers not spebifled in 
thelGonstitodon as delegated, are by' thatinka»im6i$ t«fi«Tv- 
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0(1. Among the powovB Bpccified, that of abrogating tho 
slave codes of sovoral States, is not included ; on the con- 
trary, tho guarantee of tho continuance o£ tho African slave 
tratlo for twenty yeare, tho provision for the arrest of fugitive- 
Blaves, and tho establishment of tho federal ratio oS repre-« 
sentation, all refer to and acknovvledgo tho existence of slave- 
ry under State authoiity. If therefore the abofitioaiBts, un- 
mindful of tbeir solemn and repeated disclaimers of all power 
in Congress to legislate for tho abolition of slavery in the 
States, should with unexampled perfidy attempt to biing 
about such legislation ; and if Congress, regardless of their 
oaths, should ever be guilty of the consummate folly and 
wickednesa of passing a law emancipating the slaves held 
under Staie authority, the Union would most unquestionably 
be rent in twain. The South would indeed be craven could 
it submit to such profligate usurpation }- it would be compel- 
led to withdraw, not for the preservation of slavery alone, 
but for the protection of all its rights ; and indeed the liber- 
ties of every State would be jeoparded under a government, 
which, spurning all constitutional restraints, should assume 
the orampotence of the British Parliament. But it is scarce- 
ly worth while to anticipate tho consequence of an act which 
can never bo perpetrated so long as the people of the North 
retain an ordinary sh^e of honesty and intelligence. 

"We have, under all the circumstances of the case, suffi- 
cient reasons for believing that the anti-slavery of the North, 
will carry its action to the yei-y limits of the- Constitution, 
but not beyond them. In despite of all the coalitions of par- 
tiea, and the intrigues of politicians, liberty of speech and of 
the press will be maintained, and the discussion of slavery 
will be extended by the very efforts made to arrest it. Let 
us suppose this discussion to be attended with its natural 
and probable result, the conversion of the great mass of tho 
northern people to tho principles and avowed objects of the 
abolitionists. Of course, those principles and objects will 
bo embraced by their representatives in Congress. In this 
caae, we may expect that slavery will be abolished in tho 
District of Columbia, and that it will be prohibited in the 
territories hereafter to be formed on the west of the Missis- 
sippi. Thus far the conatitutional power of Congress cannot 
be rationally questioned. Independent of the exclusive ju- 
risdiction over the territoiies granted to Congress, we have 
the precedent of the ordinance of 1787, prohibiting slavery 
m the North-west Territory, and the more recent precedent 
e£ tto ^XDhil:«tic«t of it in. the. Xiooiaiaoa territory north of 
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38 J degreoa of north latitude. The American slave trade ia 
now, and has been for upwards of thirty years, prohibited ith 
vessels under forty tons burden. It would not be easy tO' 
show that the Constitution forbids its prohibition ih vefiselff. 
over forty tons burden. We may therefore take it for gi'ant- 
ed, that the Scmte^s coasting trade will b^ legally abolished.. 
Should the land traffic not be also destroyed, it would not 
be for want of disj-osition, or constitutional power in Con- 
gress, but on account of the extreme difficulty which would 
exist in px'eventing evasions of the law. 

We have now the sum total of national legislation^ which, 
on our present supposition, will result from the anti-slavery 
action at the North. Yet we are positively assured that such 
lepslation would .cause a dissolution of the Union. Now ad- 
mitting the constitutional right, and the moral obligation of 
our national legislators, to pass the laws in question, it would 
be difficult to decide by what code of morals they could be- 
excused from the discharge of their duty by the apprehension: 
of consequences. If God governs the world, more is to be- 
feared from rebellion, than from obedience to his will. If 
his wisdom and goodness are both infinite, hip. will is and 
must bo an infallible standard of expediency. If it be folly 
to barter a single soul for the v\^hole 'worlds would it be vdse- 
to expose a nation to the vmith of Heaven^for a boon which, 
we now hold, and would continue to hold at the pleasure of 
men who are daily threatening to deprive us of it 1 

But we have no fears that Congress will ever find the faith- 
ful .discharge of their duty, conflicting with the welfare and^ 
preservation of the Union. How far selfish and influential 
individuals may succeed in raising up at the South a party 
for secession, it is impossible to predict ; but it is not difficult 
to show that a separation founded on the legislation we have 
specified, would be most preposterous and disastrous, and" 
therefore we may reasonably presume it will not occur. 

Should the South secede, they would do so we may sup- 
pose, for one or more of the following reasons, viz. 

1 . To protect their rights from invasion. ^ 

2. To gilard and perpetuate the institution of slavery. 

3. To increase their wealth and power. . : 

The North is the strongest portion of the confederacy; 
and whenever, unmindful of the federal compact, it wickedly 
and forcibly usurps power' to the prejudice of the South, se-^ 
cession is the only resource- left to the latter for the protec- 
tion of its rights.. But a disregard t0 the tmAe* does not 
neoeesarily imply a violation of the of the South*. Not 
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one of : the measures we have contemplated as the probable 
result of the anti-slavery agitation, encroaches on the consti- 
.|iu^<3^nal rights of the South ; and therefore secession, how- 
re:^erit might be professedly justified, would in fact be prompt- 
ed by other motives than that of self-defence. But so long 
as the Federal Govornpient confines its action against slavery 
within the limits of the Gonstitution, in what way would se- 
^essioa tend to guard and perpetuate the institution ? 
' It.js natural that the slaveholders should wish to destroy 
the influence of the abolitionists, and hence they have very 
■unjustifiably expressed fears respecting them which they do 
not feel, 4ind circulated calumnies which theydo not believe. 
The following admissions reveal thetme nature, of the appre- 
iensions entertained by the. slaveholders. * 

Mr. CAtHouN, alluding in the Senate to opinions express*- 
ed by some of his eouthexn colleagues, exclaimed : " Do 
they expect the abolitionists will resort 'to arms, and com- 
mence a crusade to liberate our slaves by force ? Is this what 
they mean when they speak of the atteihptto aTjolish slaves 
ayj.ii lf so, let me tell our friends of the South who differ 
from uS, that the war which the abolitionists Wage against us, 
is of a very different character, arid. far more effective— -it is 
waged not against our lives, but our character." 
;i ^Mj. IDopf GrKEEN, the editor of the United States Tele* 
'graph, arid the great champion of . slavery, thus expressed 
himself in his paper. " We are of those who believe the 
South has nothing to fear from a servile wan We- do riot 
believe that the &holitiqm3t3 intend, nor could they if they 
would, excite the slaves to insurrection. The danger of this 
is remote. We believe that we have most to fear from the 
organized action upon the consciences nnd tears of the slave- 
holders theinselves from the insinuation of their dangerous 
Tieresies into our schools, our pulpits, and our domestic cir- 
cles. It.is only by alarming tJie consciences oi the weak and 
feeble, and diffusing among our people a. morbid sensibility 
on the question of slavery, that the abolitionists can accom* 
plish their object.!'* 

We would now respectfully submit to Mr. Calhoun's con- 
sideration, whether a secession would tend in any way to 
defend the cliarlacters oi slaveholders from the war be con- 
tends is waged against them; or fortify their <eonsciences 
against the " dangerous heresies": by which they are assailed % 

- * The J»Jpw-Yoris whig mercbapts niBy learn (rom this candid ayow^l,.tbat 
|iie f* bare idea" of tbc abolitioh 'excitenient 3oe» no< 'inako every, " nusbariid 
and fadiet- shudder with horror'* ^Bt the Sooth, SvhatBver it may do in Wall*' 
' street. 



The new slave nation would acquire from her separate 
dndependence, no new power to darken themnderstandings, 
or benumb the consciences of her citizens. The freedom of 
4,he press throughout the whole slave region, is already ex- 
tinguished. Not one single newspaper, from Maryland to 
Florida, dares to raise its voice in favor of immediate eman- 
cipation ; and a southern publication, for expressing views 
•unfavorable to slavery, notwithstanding its bitter denimcia- 
tions of etbolitionists, ;was lately taken from a Post-Office in 
Virginia, and in pursuance of t?i£ laws of the State, commit- 
ted to the flames by order of the public authorities; and 
-when the laws are silent, lynch clubs are ready to visit with 
infamous and cruel penalties, the man who presumes ta ad- 
vocate the inalienable rights of man. "What new ramparts 
couM the Bouthsm confederacy build around their beloved 
institution ? What new weapons could they forge against 
freedom of discussion ? . { ; > . . , 

' At the North, the discussion of slavery is now greatly re- 
stricted by political and mercenary considerations ; but. such 
•considerations would be dissipated in a moment by seces- 
sion. The very demagogues who are fawning upon the 
elaveholders for, their-yotesj would, when they had no longer 
votes to bestow, seek popularity in ultra hatred to slavery. .■ 

The anti-sliivery'tfgitation at the North, is at present chiefly 
•confined ta the religious portion of the community it v^ould 
then extend to all classes, and be embittered. by national; an- 
tnosity. Slaveiy would appear more odious and -detestable 
than ever, afl;er having destroyed the fair fabric rtf American 
■Union, and severed jhe bonds of kindred and of friend^ip, 
to rivet more firmly the fetters of the bondman. . 

The slaveholders are now our fellow-'countrymen and •cit- 
izens ; they would then be foreigners who had discarded our 
friendship and connection, that they might trample vritfa-more 
unrestrained violence upon the rights and liberties of their 
fellow-men. These considerations show that any expecta- 
tion of extinguishing or weakening the anti-slavery feeling 
at the North by separation, must be utterly futile. 

A separation would moreover deprive the institution of 
the protection of the Federal Government. Should the 
slaves atteinpt to revolt, the masters would [be left to strug- 
gle with thein, imaided by the fleets and armies of the whole 
JRepublic. • ■ 

And by what power would the master recapture his fugi- 
tive who had crbssed the bouildary of the itei^enapire ? Now 
lie may hunt i^lm)uigti the whole piptifederaf^y, 4ior is the 
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trembling wretch secure of his liberty, till he beholds the 
British standard waving above him. TAen freedom would 
be the boon of every slave who could swim the Ohio, or reach 
the frontier line of the freie republic. And this frontier line 
be it remembered^ would be continually advancing South.— 
The antirslavery feelings of the North, aggraA^ated as they 
would be by the secession, would afford every possible facil- 
ity to the fugitive, and laws would then be passed, not for 
the restoration of human property, but for the protection of 
human rights. 

Would the dissolution of the Union afford the southern 
pltmters a more unrestricted enjoyment of the foreign or do- 
mestic §lave trade 1 Alas ! from the moment of separation, 
slave trading becomes piracy in fact, as well as in name, and 
the crews of New-Orleans and Alexandria, as well as of Af- 
rican slavers, would swing on northern gibbets. 

We confess then our utter inability to perceive in what 
possible mode, a secession of the southern States would tend 
to guard and perpetuate the institution of slavery. 

Would a dissolution-of the Union Augment the power and 
wealth of the slave States ? The power and wealth of a na- 
tion depend on its population, industiy, and comm^ce. The 
increase of the white population at the South id now smalP, 
compared with the wonderful tide of life which is rolling 
over the western plains^ And when the southern region shall 
be insulated from the sympathies of the whole civilized world; 
and consecrated to a stem and remorseless despotism a 
despotism sooner or later to be engulphed in blood, by what 
attraction will it divert the tide of emigration from the fair 
prairies of the west, to its ovm sugar and cotton fields 1 If 
even now, armed patroles must traverse at night the streets 
and bighways that the whites may sleep in safety, and mili- 
tary preparation is essential to doinestic security,* what hus- 
band or father will take up his residence in the new empire 
when withdrawn from the protection of the Federal Govern- 
ment, and the friendship of its neighbors? The slaves ar6 
now rapidly gaining upon their inasters, and will increases in 
a still greater ratio after the separation, since the prudent 
and the enterprising will abandon the doomed region, and 
few or none will enter it from without. Hence it is obvious 
that the white population could gain no accession from the 
erection of -the Southern States into a separate confederacy. 

* A stati; «f military prQparatioi^rniujst.alw^ys be. with ifi a state of pec- 
fect domestic secuntyv A profound peace, a^d cpnseqiient apathy,, *)ay eii- 
pose «a 10 the tittti^er of donMitic iiisut-ifMtibri.*'— iflftsiiage of G(ydx Hayiii 
to thfi Legitlature of South Carolina, 1833. 
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, Would secession augment the wealth of the South 1 Be 
it remembered that there is now no one restriction on sgah- 
ern industry and enterprise which $epaTation"would remove. 
The slaveholders in Congress with rare exceptions, have 
conducted the afiairs of the nation to suit themselves. »So 
far as th8 interests of the northern manufacturer were iden- 
tified vidth the tariff, they have been sacrificed at the mandate 
of the cotton grower; and so far as national legislation can 
promote the wealth of the South, the statutes are already 
enacted. 

It will not be denied that the larger portion-of the strengtli 
of the Union — population, money, commerce, and shipping 
is to be found at the North. In all these elements of aatidnal 
power, the South participates equally with the North. The 
foreign invader is kept from her shores, and her property 
abroad is protected from spoliation at least as much by the 
power of the North, as by her own. Her strength for all 
purposes of defence, is the strength of the Union. What 
would it be after secession ?, True it is, the South would 
receive Texas into her arms, but shp would, derive neither 
, honor nor power from the loathsome embrace. Annexation 
noto would ensure to her the politjical dominion of the whole 
Republic, but secession,; would cause rather weakness 
than strength. 

As we can discover no possible advantage which the South 
could derive &om secession, we are convinced that the threats 
of dissolving the Union, which her statesmen are so prodigal 
in scattering, are the ebullitions <if passion, or, the devices of 
policy, rather than the result of mature determination. This 
conviction is strengthened by still further considerations. 

Should the slave States withdraw without any^aggression 
on their rightSj but for the sole purpose of enjoying in greater 
privacy and tranquility the sweets of slavery, they would 
leave the whole North in a state pf high exasperation. The 
ligaments which hjive so long- bound us together, cannot be 
ruthlessly and wantonly torn asunder, without causing deep 
and festering wounds, the ; consequences of which, this ima- 
gination revolts from anticipating.; ; And in what light would 
the dark and gloomy despotism ; be viewed by thei civilized 
world? Mankind, would behold, and wonder, and despise. 
The new State would, beiexcluded from tjhe Qonjpanionship 
of nations.^ Her cotton woldd indeed be still purchased, as 
we buy the coffee of Hayti ; but with the least possible inti- 
t)ia,cy.' Already is our Miuister at. London treated with con- 
tumely, becausis he is a slaveholder— -as the representative 
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GTily of'lhe men who had. shattered the Aitterican republic to 
secare .the permanency of human bondage; he would not be 
endured at any court iitEutope with the exception of Gon- 
stantinople. ; In a few years, tlie slaves would attain a fright- 
ful numerical superiority over their masters. The dread aS, 
insurrection- witmnv and of aggression from without, would? 
realize;the prediction of holy writi when men's hearts shalV 
fail them for fear, and for looking after those things wbich" 
are- coming- OR- the earth. At length the fatal period would 
arrive, when, stung with insults and injuries, the new empire- 
would appeal to arms J and should a hostile -army land upon 
its- shores, the standard of emancipation:-, would be reared, 
atid slavery would expire in blood. , 

We well know with what indignant feelings these pages 
will at first be read by many; and fortunate shall we deem, 
ourselves should we escape the- imputation of writing to pro- 
* mote iusurriBCtion and disunion. . But we appeal from the 
diecision of angry passion, ta that of calm reflection. Do we 
not speak the vvords of truth and - soberaess /? Do not the 
signs of the times warrgaife our ptedictions-l' In what respect 
do the sentiments we have utiered conflict with the lessons 
of history, or the character of human nature ? Do we love, 
the union of the States ? (!) If "sQch a love can descend by 
inheritance, we should possess it; if it can be founded on 
the most thorough conviction of the importance of union not 
merely to the prosperity of our country, but to the happi- 
Bess of numerous* and > beloved children and relatives, we-- 
' should possess it. If the history of the States of Greece," of ' 
Italy, of Holland, (^Germany; of South America, and of 
our own land, demonstrates the blessings of union, and the- 
-calamities of separation then should the prayer of every 
American ascend to Heaven for the perpetuity of the Amer- 
ican Union. But let it be- a union for the preservation,- not 
the destructioii' of liberty ; a union cemerited by €^ sacred 
observance of the constitutional compact; nbb/eBforced by 
gag laws, a ceasorship -of the press, and thb kblpogation of 
the right of petition— union irt conformity with the will of' 
God, not in cont^pt of his authority-!;- a union that shallv 
be rega.rded aa^a common blessing, not held as ii^ boon from 
the South, ever-ready to' be vciJ^rawntas a 'penalty for the 
discharge of moral and politica^dtitie^. ' • : • 

May Almighty God in mercy preserve the.fri^nds of eman- 
cipation, from' the sin and^folly ofjeven hazsurding the Union, * 
by the slightest enerdaehtnent on- the constitutional rights: o^ 
the Southj axidfrnay He give them graces to maintain their own^ 
rights in defiance of every menace. 
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T.H.E;. AjUilSTAl-D. CASE. ■ . ^ 

In the month of- July, 1,839, the Spanish schooner Amia- 
fcad, Ramen Ferrgr, master, sailed from Havana fof Porto 
Principe, a plstce in th^ islaudj of Cuba, about 100 leagues 
distant, having on board as passengers, Don Pedro Montes, 
and Jose Ruiz, with. 54 frq?h African negroes, just brought' 
from Lemboko as slaves. After being, oiit four days, the 
negroes rose in the night, . killed the captain and cook, and 
took possession of the vessel. The two sail6rs tbok the iDGat 
and Went on shore, and Montes was required, on paiii, of 
death, to navigate the vessel, to Africa. He steered, east- / 
wardly in the day time>,but put abput'at nighty and thus kept 
near the American coast, until the 26th of August, when they , 
were taken by Lieut. Gedney, United States Navy, and car- 
ried into Ne w-London. Judge Judson, of the United States 
^ourt, was sent for, and' al'ter a short examination of the t\vo 
Spaniards, and a Creole cabin boy, without a word of com- 
munication with the negroes, the latter were bound aver for 
tnal as pirates, althougJ^ their'utter ignorance of any Euro- 
pean language, and the admission of Ruiz himself "showed-, 
tiiat they were fresh Africans, and of course could, npt b^ 
slaves by the laws of Spain. At this time, it was the vmited ! 
voi'ce of the public press and of .public men, that as a matter 
of coursej they Would, either be tried aiad executed'here, or 
delivered up to the Spaniards. ." ' . 

The. abolitionists saw that the^e men had only exercised, 
the natural! right of selfide^nce, justified by all lavra,. and 
that justice to these strangers and a regard for the honor of 
law itself, required a vigorous effort to turn the tide of piublic 
opinion and judicial jirejudice. Messra^ S. S. Jocelyn, J. Lea- 
viit and Lewis TappSh, were appointed a committed to takei.- 
diarge of the case, who immediately engaged as counsel, Seth 
P; Staples and Theodore Sedgwick, Esqfs., of NewrYork^ 
and R. S. Baldwin, of Nev(fi-ljaven. Our hands were istrengih- ; 
ened by a letter from. Mt.-. Ad?ipib, which was ' published ittv 
the newspapers, asserting the ^ri gilt of the negroes to act. as 
they did, and declaring that the vessel and its contents werQ. 
theirs by the law of nations. . !\ , 

©Ji the 6th of September, M. Calderoii de lai BaTca, t^;^ 
Spanish Minister, demanded the immediate deliyerjr of the-, 
e^poner and cargo to Ruii&aiKf Montes, nndei? the treaty, ' 
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and that " the negroes be sent to be tried by tbe pifoper tri- 
bunal" in Cuba. He tbus establishes the distinction between 
tbe " negroes" and the " cargo,'* He urges as reasons why 
the negroes s'flould be ^ven up, " the law of nations in a case 
analagous," find also that " the crime in question is one of 
those, which, if permitted to pass unpunished, would endan- 
ger the interaal tranquility and safety of the Island of Cuba, 
where the ci.tizeng of the United States not only carry on a 
cohsiderablt) trade, but where they possess territorial proper- 
ties y/hich 'chey cultivate with the labor of African slaves 
and further, that if the negroes "should be condemned by 
the incompetent tribunal that has taken upon itself to try 
theni as pii-ates and assassins, the infliction of capital punish- 
ment here would not be attended with the salutary eflects," 
and " the satisfaction due to the public mind would not be 
accorded." And as a further inducement, he promises that 
his Government " would immediately accord the extradition 
of any els.ves that might take refuge there from the southern 
States." 

Qn thf) 5th of September, the United States Attorney for 
&Q Disbiict of Connecticut, W. S. Holabird, Esq., vnote to 
Mr. Porsyth, the Secretary of State, apprising hira that 
" the Marshal of this District has in his custody the Spanish 
schooner Amistad, with her cargo and 41 Macks, supposed 
to be sliives." The blacks " are now in jail at New-Haven," 
and " the schooner and cargo have been libelled by Lieut. 
Gedney" for salvage. Here again is the distinction between 
the "cargo" and the "blacks." He sayf ao, "the next 
term of our Circuit Court sits on the 17th instant, at which 
time I suppose it will be my duty to "bring them to trial, 
unles)) they are in some other way disposed cfJ" To this Mr. 
Forsyth replies, Sept. 11, that the Spanish Minister has 
claimed the " vessel, ca,rgo, and blacky on board, as Spanish 
property," and directing Mr. Attorney to " take cars that so 
procee^g^of your Circuit Court, or of <iny other judicialni- 
bun!il, places the vessel, cargo, or slaves beyond the control 
of the Federal Executive." M. Calderon had not demand- 
ed ithe " blacks" as " property" at all, but as criminals j and 
his successor, M. Argaiz, Nov. 26, says his complaint is that 
"the public vengeance has not been satisfied, for beit recollect- 
ed! that the legation of Spain does jiqt deinand the ddiver^y of 
skived, hut of assassins,*' In the face of this declaration of 
the legjjttion, Mr. Forsyth instructs Mr. Holabird that, the 
bVaicks ate claimed as " propertyi^** and the whole proceeding 
or our Goyermhent is based upon this false assumption. 
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On tbe 9tli Sept., Mr. Holabird wiites to Mr. Forsytli tiba*' 
li& thinks the tTnit^ol States €purt» have i{0 jurisdiction over 
iTflQ alleged crime, as it was «comndtt^d on board a Spanish 
vessel on the high ee^, and he eagerjljlt^adks " vyhetber there 
ar^. no treaty stipuls^ons with the GbvemBa6at<]4* SpaiA 1^^ 
■would authorize our <76verixtDent to deliver tliem^m 
Sps^nish authorities ; imdi^^o^ whietber it could be done h6' 
fore our Court site ?" The Executive, however, diwed not 
take the respunsibilii^of sending these MEN beyond seas 
by a mere (jrder, without warrant or form of law. 

Mr. Holabird writes again, Sept. 21, to Mr* Forsyth, that 
" W'ith a view of canning out your instructions," that is, to 
prevent " any other judicial tribunal" from placing the ne-. 
groes "beyond the control of ithe Federal Executive/* fco 
had " filed a libel in the District Couit, against the negroes^ 
ih behalf of the United States, averring" t|jat they htvd been' 
claimed by the Spanish Government as property^ and also 
that they had been " importedin violation of the law of 1819/* 
prohibiting the slave trade, and praying the court to " decireff 
that the Marshal hold them subject to the order of the Fedr 
eral Executive on the one claim or the other." The Circuit 
Court instructed the Graind Jury that they had no jurisdibr 
tion over the alleged crime. The Committee then <»u^ed a 
Mrrit of Itd&eas corpm tQ be issued from the Circuit Court, to 
know by what authority the negroes were detained by tho 
Marshal, hut Judge Thompson, after full argument, decided 
that, since these persons had been libelled as property, thff' 
■question of their right to liberty could not be examined on 
habeas corpusr-'ikaa subjecting the Common Law and habeas 
•corpus to the paramount authority of the Civil Law in Ad- 
miralty process, on a, claim of human beings as property— 
» virtual prostration of the great bulwark of personal liberty,, 
Jiaheas corpus. 

Thft hearing of the case in the District Court was adjourn* 
«d to the Nftvamber term, and afterwards to January. On 
the 5th Nov., Mr. Holabird again vmtes to Mr. Foi-sy th that 
" if there is any a^ipa to be had on the part of our GoWra- 
ment, with feferenqe to thelblacks, it is important that we 
be ititorme^f eii/iir q^cially or ^atofficiaUy, de^t^ the sessim 
'of theetmrt^ Aad again, Nov; 14 ^ asking leav» to efaaploy. 
assistant Po^nsel because . ^':hy.;h6alth i^ feeble^ and ^ 
mcMer is rHot disposed of by,ihe JSxecttSive before ottr;iBourt sita, . 
muchU to'be done." This proves beyond a doubt< thn^ theto 
l!^ei« ill the while negotiatie^iiis and consuliatiipns' goiibg^^a^: 
**-fl^ially ox? unofficially," seer if s(»ne method' «aQl|ici(A^ 
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bp dic'apon ta pttt these negroes in the nowjsr. of their enie- 
miesi and satisfy .** pufcUc vengeamie'* at Gutja/without wait- 
ing, the slow and uncertain movement of the courts law. 
But the xiak was too great, of thtt» openly assuming the' forma 
aa wolf as powera of dospotisnx Ihis is surpriojng toO| in* 
asmuch aa the Attorney General of the United- States, 
Felix Girundy/had adviaeij in the first stage of ike procee^- 
inga, thafcthe negroes werer a part of the cargo, and that the 
projjefc mode of proceeding " would be for the- President of 
the United States to issua-his- order, directed tcr the Marshalt. 
in vdioao custody the vessel cor^o are, to deliver the 
same" inoluding the negroes, to the order of the Spanish 
Minister ; and M. 'jilr^aiz says, Deci 25, this opinion " wa»; 
, confidentially coraradnicated to him at the Departnl'ent of 
.^tate on the 19th 6f November,'* and: "he was assured had 
been adopted by the Cabinet." 

In tho^mean time, the Vigilant Committee^ on- behalf of the 
negrcfes, had Messrs. Ruiz and Montes arresCed-in New-Yoi'lCj, 
on a civil suit for assault and false imprisonment on the high 
seas:^ This brought out a bitter complaint from 'M. Argaiz, 
Oct. 22, which was answered by Mr. Forsyth instructing the 
Wiiited States Attorney for New-Yorki B. F. Butlef, to- offbir- 
them hia " advice and aid if necessary, as to any measure- 
whichit may be- proper for them^to take to obtain thdir re«>; 
lease, and indemnity" for their arrest, Mr. Butlervery pro- 
perly advised them that the oidy way to get out of prison 
wa^ to give bail, but Ruia declined tO' give bail, " for rea- 
sons 'of state," as be himself said in a note in the newspapers, 
or as Mr.; Butler informs Mr. Forsythj November iStb, 
" under the hope that his deliverance might be effected 
through the intervention of the Government of- the- United 
Statesi" but finding this could not be done, bail was finally 
given. The suit, however, was never brought to triaJ; Tho 
transaction, however, exhibited the spirit of the Executive. 
M. Argaiz writes to Mr. Forsyth, Dec. 25, " The undersign- 
3d would 3i6t hkve troubled th& Qbveniment of the Union 
with his urgent demands,, if this two Spaiiiards (who ai 
Secretary .of State, in his note of the 12th, says * were found 
ia this distressing and perilous situation by officers of ih& 
United States, who moved by «2^^i^^»c^/jlwg'j tohich «ci^ 
sequcntly became JnalumdV) had not been the Victims of £Q>r 
<96%iu!, BB flccurettdy ahmen by Mr. Fprtjjth, in the cotifelf^ 
ence^Which he had with the undbrsij^ed' on the^^lat of Oc- 
tplw?^ lasti'*^ And Mr. Forsyth, ^ t&r letter above referred 
td^;0iBCr i2i assures M. Argaiz that with the isingl^ exce]^' 
tion of th9 vexatiouf detention -to which Messrs. Ruiz and 
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Mohtes have been subjected ,711 consequence of the eiyil mit 
instituted against them^ all ike proceedings in tbe matter^ pn= 
the; part both of the- executive and j.udicial branches cif ihei 
nciatter, have had, their foundation m th&assintf^iip^ thatiAo^e 
persons alone were the parties aggriev<?di and that tl^eir claitp 
tp tjte surrender of the. popertif vt^aa lounded in fact an4 in'^ 
ju?iticeJ' - -i, - ;i; i'i' . . 

Jyj this, however, does npt satisfy the Spanish jMiuister, 
who had claimed, Nov^ 26, that it was the duty of the . Gvv- 
en^ment to have acted '*gubernaHvanii^te" hyr^yiecT^i^^ 
lOandate ; and declared*? that it " must be the opinion o€ the 
Cabinet," that the Government possessed already " the ne- 
• cessary powers to act gnhermfimmente," and " without await- 
ing the decision of any court." And he demands such action 
as a proper " proof of the scrupulousness and , respect with 
which this nation fulfills treaties j" and ha threatena that if, 
contrary to this hope, the declsion.should not be as thiet Under- 
signed asks, hp can only declare the General Government of^ 
the Union .responsible for all and every coUsequPnce whid>< 
the delay may produce." Na rebuke was returned- &r thi»i 
insoleuce, but when, afterwards, Jan. 20, 1S41,, the JBritish. 
Ambassador^ Mr. Fox, in ol^idienoe to tl. i orders of his 60?' 
emment, wrote to Mr., Forsyth^ courteously ecxpressing his- 
*«^h6piB" that the President wPuld " find himself empoweted 
to take such measures for the Africans as shall secure to 
them their liberty, to which without doubt they are ; by law ^ 
entitled," the Secretary tartly replies, that tb& communica- 
tioui is received "as an evideuce of the benevolence cf iHer- 
M^esty's Government— -i^ncZer ^&A;cA asped alone it. eos^ he, 
entertained by the Government of thp United States."; 

In his .letter of Dec. 12, Mr. Forsy th had assured M. Ar^; 
gaiz that while the delays and proceetHngs in the courtp were. 
" beyond the control of this Department," at the same fime- 
'^t- is not apprehended ih^l tJ^y.'mll affect Hie covm; whidot' 
the Government; of she United States may think fit ultimate-, 
ly to adopt." What this hint- was , diBsigned to asaure- M^ 
Arga'iz of, we could probably better understand if we bad 
minutes of the " 0pniiaential" conversations so often re^rred 
to in ihercorrespondence.. As it is, we can only infer whatc 
waa meant, fiiom whafc was done. ^ De^C; 30, M. Argalz writee 
to Mr. FctrayUi*. i^feBriiig;to " a conversation which 1 had 
with-x-lFQu on the mp^ning of ^the day before yesterday/' ia 
whicli j'^ you mentioned the possibility that the Qwa% of €on- 
3\$$ticttt;might, aJt its .meeting on^he 7th of Januarjr next, 
d^is^oe Iteelf inooQ^peteutt or order the restiiatioo ojt 

• » 
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EiohocRW Amiatadi with her cargo, and tho negroes fbund on 
iMQtcl of her ;" aiul saying; that ua ** thee© negioee have de- 
olated before tho Court of Connecticut 'that they avo not 
uittvoBt and that Ute best means of tcBting the truth of their 
allegation is to bring them before the courts of Havana," and 
he » " at th& Bame lixno desirous to free the Government of 
tho United States from tlio trouble of Iteoping said negroes 
in prison he asks as a final and " most particular favor," 
tfafl^ our Government v^^ould place the negroes " at the dis- 
p<mk of the Captain General of the Island of Cuba, »y 
tramsporting thom thither in a ship belonging to tho United 
States." 

On the 6th of Jan. 1840, Mr. Forsyth replies, that he is 
iamracted by the President to state that *f in the event of the 
decision of the Circuit Court of Connecticut being such as 
ia anticipated," he will *' cause tho necessaiy orders to be 
gMTsn for a vessel of the United States to be held in readi- 
ness «o receive the negroes and convey them to Cuba ;" aixd 
that '* the President has the more readily acceded" to the 
request^ that tho negroes " may have an opportunity of prov- 
ing the truth of their allegation" that they are not slaves, 
" before the proper tribunals of the island." A most benev- 
olent motive for sending persons out of the country ! 

On the same day» Mr. Forsyth wrote to Mr. Holabird that 
*♦ the President has, agreeably to your suggestion, taken in 
conBectiott with the request of the Spanish Minister, ordeired 
a vessel to be in readiness to receive the negroes," as " the 
presumption is that the court will decree" that " they are to 
remain in the custody of the Marahal to be delivered over" 
— and requiring him to have all the documents " ready to be 
handed over to the oommander." The requisition upon the 
Navy Department is dated Jan. 2, and requires the vessel 
" to be ordered to anchor off the port of New-Haven," not in 
tb« harbor, " as early as the 10th of Januaiy," and there 
awldt her final instructions^ The Grampus, Lieut. Paine, 
soiled uader sealed orders from the Navy>Yard at Brooklyn. 
By letter of Jan. 7, Lieut. Paine was ditected to "^plaoe 
hMDBelf itx Goramtmication" with Mr< Holabird, that " he may 
receive ike giprliait injbfmation of the decision of the court." 
AU this, «nd m«ny oUter circumstances, evtd'ently poiBt to 
an nndemtanding among the parties vritfa regard to " the 
course whtdi tbs Govermnent'*^ wttiS' now " altimatc^y to 
adopt'^ No letter of Mr. KiAimA coiitaining^ the ' " stigg^ 
tion'* 'iboot sendittg ^benegrcioB avnay in a- national vessel, 
appears «fiao»g the |mn6^ Jooatnents^, and it must tW^dinV' 



m 



'hav« been imade iti the tour^o of tlsat joonfidaptial'^ iater- 
.course, carried on. "officiary or unoflJciaHy/' whici^ ia ^o 
often .&Uuded to. The j& iends of the Afrieans w^^re not ia- 
geneiUo to the dang«»r of some secret and sudden mm^am^^t, 
and therefore took the best meaeyres in their .powez^ <% 
4jloeple6a vigilance, and by providing fleet horses at han^ to 
baffle any snch design. That these fears were not giroimd- 
leas, will be seen by » letter from Mr. Hplabird to Mr. 
syth, written Jan. 11,^ during the progress of the trial i^t New- 
Haven, in which he points out an error in^ " the SxeeuUre 
warrant to- the Marshal.of this District for the deUvery of 
negroes of the Araistad," in using, the tena " Circuit Gou*t" 
for " District Court." He says, " Bhovdd the pretiBnded£i^^i^& 
of the negroes obtain a. writ of habsBs- corpus, . the Marsbs^ 
could not justify under that warrant." And he proceeds, 
"TheMafljshal wishes me to inquire whetber, in the event 
of a decree by the court requiring him to release the negrp«@* 
or in case of an appeal by theajdvei^e party, itris-expeoted 
the JSxecutive warrant will be executed V What expecta- 
tion does this point to 1 This was despatched by an express 
messenger, vrith such haste, lest perchance this clerical blun- 
der should defeat the- designs of the Government^ tl^^t 
reply of Mr. Forsyth is dated the following day, and correct- 
ing the mistake, and instructing him, " by direction of the 
President, that, if the decision of the court is such as is anti- 
cipiated, the order of the President is tp'be carried into, ^e- 
civtion, uidess an appeal shall actually havB been interpo^ed^ 
You; are not to take it for granted that it wrill be interposed,'? 
This is & plain intimation that it was intended to hutry . the 
negroes out of the jurisdiction of the cpurt on the inst^t^Sie 
expected decision of the court should be given* The fol- 
lowing is the Executive Order," which Mi*. Vsoi Bufea 
should have always before hia eyes, and posterity should 
cause it to bd jgtaven on his tomb, to rot only with his'memoiy. 

" The Marshal of the United States for the District- 
Connecticut, will deliver over to Lieut. John ^, Pajae, <3f 
the United States Navy, and aid in conveying on board the 
schooner Grampus, under his command, &U the negroes, }ai» 
xy lite Spanish schooner Amistad, in his custody^ undoi^^ro 
cess now pending before the. Circuit- Court of the United 
States for tbe District of Connecticv^. For so dc^g.: thk 
erder .win be his warrant. , ; * . l i^ j r: 

*' Given tinder my hand, at die oi(y'pS'W3i&h%%^ftiiit^: 
7tb day of January, A. JX IBiOi HilTMI StTOK. 

" John Forsyth, Secretary of State?.'* ' ' IV 



• The uiio2cpe(2ted Secieion of Judge Juduou in favoT of tlie 
npgT08S, declavirig tbem to be. maviifestly freob from Afi-ica, 
and 80 entitled to tlioiv liboity evon under the lavre of Spaim^ 
defeated ali these plans, and drove the Government to the 
necegaity of appealing to the Supreme Couit of the Uni'Lcd 
States for a final decision, and of supporting this large com- 
pany in custody at a -vast expense, not yet publicly ascer- 
tained, all which was cheerfully undertaken, rather than yield 
to the demands of justice and mercy to the strangers. The 
Committee took the beat methods in their powder to give these 
benighted heathen such instruction as they v^ere capable of 
receiving ; and the most thorough preparations were made 
for cho final trial, which took place at Washington, at the 
■term of the Supreme Court for Januai y 1841. By the bless- 
mg of Heaven upon the efforts of the counsel, Mr. Baldwin, 
and the venerable John Quincy Adams, aided by the light 
■tbrown upon the public mind, the Supreme Court confirmed 
the decision of the lower tribunal, so far as to declare the 
negroes perfectly FREE. " Thy prey hath escaped thee !" 

lu the following autumn, so many as survived were sent, 
by public charity, to Sien-a Leone, on the coast of Africa, 
and %vithin a moderate distance of their own homes. Laus 
Deo. 

THS CREOLE CASE. 

On the 27th of October, 1841, the brig Creole, of Eich- 
mond, a regular slaver in the American slave trade, sailed 
from Hampton Roads for New-Orleans, " v/ith a cargo of 
aiaves and tobacco," the slaves about 135 in number. Cu 
Sunday evening, Nov. 7, the captain hove to, expecting to 
make Abaco reef next morning. About 9 o'clock P. M., a 
rising took place of a part of the slaves, who soon obtained 
complete possession of the vessel, having in the struggle 
wounded the captain and killed a man named Hewell. They 
retained the possession, and compelled a passenger named 
Merritt to navigate them to Nassau, where she anived, in 
possession of the negroes, on the 9th. The American 'Gon- 
aul, John P. Bacon, immediately went on board, and placed 
the passenger named Merritt in command, ordering him to 
keep the American colors set. He also applied to the Gov- 
&moT for an armed force to prevent any of the " slaves" from 
landing " until further investigations can be mads." In 
cS>sSij)hatica''mtTi thh 3^'equest, an officer with 20 black troops 
v^al SCTfe'<jja BbarB tfeo vessel, afld an officii notificatipn sent 

iks Consulp L TJiaS the courts of the island had no juris- 
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cliction of the , alleged oiTences, and 2. That inasmuch aa h 
was chargad that the crime of murder had been coKirailted 
on tho high seas, an examination would be had and all par- 
ties that should appear M be implicated in the crime " bIiouM 
foe detained here until reference could he made to the Sec- 
retary of State," in England, to decide whether they could 
ho delivered over to the American Govemment. The ex- 
amination was not concluded until Friday, about 12 o'cloclsj, 
when the mate in command said he had no mote witnesses 
to produce, and 19 of the negroes, hoing all that xvero idgn- 
tified as havifig taken any part in the capture or control -of 
the vessel, were sent on shore as prisoTiers, the guard of 
troops withdrawn, 'and the rest of the negroes told that they 
were no longer under restraint, but~weTe free to go ashore, 
or where they pleased. The Attorney General of the island 
says that tlie mate, Gilford^ informed him' that " it was not 
his desire to detain on hoard of his vessel one of the persons 
(shipped as slaves) who did not Avish to remain, and that they 
had his free permission to quit here, if they thought proper 
to do so ; but that he was apprehensive that the persons in 
the surrounding boats" (a large number of which were in the 
neighborhood, to convey and welcome the strangers to the 
shore) " would, as soon as the military were withdrawn, boai'd 
his vessel and commit acts of robbery and other violence." 
To this, Mr. Attorney replied, as he says, that he " had no 
instructions to interfere" between him and "the persons" 
called slaves, and that as to the people in the boats, " pre- 
cautions had been taken against" violence, 'and ** he might 
rely upon being protected by the authorities against any vio- 
lations of the law." He declares that the departure of the 
negroes froin "^he Creole " was their own free and voluntary 
act, sanctioned by the express consent of the mate, and that 
neither myself nor any other of the authorities of the' colony 
then on board interfered in the slightest jmanner to induce 
them to take that step." AH the colored persons immedi- 
ately rushed into the boats and went adiore, «iicept four or 
five of the women. On the 18th, a vessel sailed'for Jamaica, 
with 50 passengers, the gretiter part being of those who 
landed from the Ci'eole, and on the 19th,' the Creole Sailed 
for New-Orleans, where she arrived Dec. 2d. ■ 

The American Consul protested to the Governor against 
the proceedings by which the negroes had been allowed to 
go ashore. Tire ground of his eoniplaint is thiis stated ; 

" These slaves; as I view the cafld, while they were und6r 
th^ American flag, and regularly cleared from one elaveljoMr 
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iqg State to m.fit\iQv,.'w\t\\m tlio United. Stales, wer& a& mnch 
5?. portion of the cargo of tlio said hx'ig, as die toloacoo and 
lOthQt' articles Ota board ; and whetiier on the hig4 seas, or 
f'/S a» English port, does not cbange tlieip, cliaracter ; aiid that 
liQx Majesty Vi Government had not the light to interfei-© with 
or control the officera of an American vessel, so circu-iistan- 
ced, in such a course as might bo '•accessary and proper to 
seciire such proferty from being lost to the owners." 

Tliis io the, American claim, then, that the condition of 
slavery, which was fixed upon these persons in Virginia re- 
mained so attached to. them in a British port, that their raae- 
ter or owner had a right to demand the aid of British author* 
ities to re-establish his authority, and then a right to use, iii. 
Buch British port, any means, of force or fraud, necessary to 
" secure such property" from the peculiar perils of these- 
waters. ' 

That both force and fi-aud were planned by the Americans,, 
and prevented by the British authorities, is plain from the 
dociimenta. Capt. W. Woodside, of Brunswick, Maine, 
master of the bark Louisa, then at Nassau, deposes that on 
the 13th,. at the time the Creole was surrounded by boa'/* 
with colored persouS; nosfie of whom were allowed to come 
ou board until the 19 prisoners were secured, " that at about 
12 o'clock a boat with five white men came along side, and 
were ordered off, though this deponent informed the officera 
that they had been sent by the American Consul to sujyply 
g/js^Zcce of those on ohore." The Consul, in his letter to 
Mr. Webster, says, I was informed by respectable persons 
that an attempt would be made to liberate the slaves by 
force." The mate alao informed himi that *' the crew were 
greatly intimidated," and in consequence o^ this, "a mate 
an^l four American seamen volunteered to go on board, and 
proceeded to the brig at ray request." This was the aspect 
of the transaction officially preseMed to the American Gov- 
ernment, and used by it as the basis of an application to the- 
British Government for redress and indemnity. But it m. 
bappened that the cargo of slaves was insured, and in the 
policy thss-o was a guaranty by the insured against mutiny 
of the alaves. For the purpose therefore, of exonerating 
the vessel, and of" charging the insurers, as well as to secure 
the freight m the lost cargo, aether pretext was made, at 
N^w-OrleaBs, by Giffbyd es acting master, and the crew and- 
passeragwSj which tclla tha ^vhole story about the " five white- 
asj^isi/' ssa6 by She American Consul, •* to supply the place 
.■^i thc^cj.Oii ghora," sBd shows 'dio nature of the "'mto^m-- 
©nc®" which waa afterwards the ground of complaints 
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By Ttiferonce to tho afeove docuTneat it ••-vilibc sems tlsat 
it was the not making a distinetion 'bi>tw<jen tlie boats tliat 
hovered around' the Creole at the moment of clouing the 
Gxaminatiom-— the not keeping off the blacks and letting on 
the whites, the refusal to countenance and aid this CON- 
SPIRiVC Y, which constitutes the head and front of the "in-^ 
terference" by the British authorities. After the negroes 
were landed, the Attorney General sent to the brig for the- 
baggage of the "passengers," which was iinaUy taken by an. 
officer of the customs,, the mate protesting that both the ne- 
groes and their clothing were the property of theiv masters.. 
The captain then wished to sell some of his provisions, and 
was told that he might, if he would enter his vessel at the 
Custom-House> and enter the negroes as passengers, v.'hich 
he declined ! - . 

The news reached V««hington on the 15th December, audi 
produced the greatest excitement in Congress. On the 22d 
the case was brought forward in the Senate, by Mr. Barrow, 
in connection with a memorial of the owners of the Herme- 
slaver that was shipwrecked the year before, and the 
slaves carried to Nassau and allowed to enjoy their liberty. 
It was debated by Messrs. Barrow, Calhoun, King, Preston 
and Rives, all slaveholders, not one northern Senatoi' saying 
a word ! Mr. King said, " If such outrages continue, noth-. 
ing could prevent a collision ; and xiniess the British' G-q-v-- 
ernmeut sJwuld retrace her steps, T/ar must inevitably, ensue." 
Mr. Calhoun hoped the citi2er.3 would " know what protec-. 
tion this Government could exiGiiA to their property, and if 
we cannot obtain justice, every man with an American heart 
will be ready to raise- his hand against oppression." Mr.. 
Preston " did not consider it a case of war." He said, " the- 
British Government had fallen into new hands, and there- 
was some reason to believe that the new Ministry would re-- 
■verse the former decision respecting the seizure of slaves."' 
Mr. Barrow said^ '*the people of the South would not sub- 
mit to Biitish.- interpretation of the laws of nations j making 
a distinction between- slaves and goods f and that " if these- 
eontemptible British subjects at Nassau are permitted to go 
onan thfe way. Seizing by ferce of arms and liberating slaves 
l^sfenging to American citizens, the South would be com- 
pelled to fit out aai armament and'destroy those towns." • Me^. 
iiives ** was opposed to this premati?re discussion." Ths- 
'soics of the Senate had bsea ^wmi " the- isi.aiaiEiM5ii..3 ■sotS' 



<oa tho rs'jgoltiiioiia reapectmg the case of the Enteypriee." 
Tkeae gentleman did not advert to the fact that, it iB.Bot 
British policy that creates the difficulty, but the British law, 
•and tJiat'for England to retrace her steps in this matter, she 
must first destroy her Constitution. And yet it goes out mi- 
■coEtradicted, that unless she emasculate ih© habeas corpuSj 
•wo will wage war against her. 

On the 10th of January, the subject M'aa brought up again, 
•by Mr. Calhoun, -who offered a resolution calling upon the 
President for information respecting the Creole, " the mur- 
dering of a passenger, the wounding of the captain and 
mate by the slave^on board, and the occurrences afterwards," 
&c., with his opinion as to what ought to be done to "redress 
the wrong done to the American flag." No northern Sena- 
<tor had a- suggestion to make. 

The next day, when the resolution came up regularly for 
consideration, the cJenate was thrown into a paroxysm, by a 
motion of Mr. Porter, of Michigan, :o substituis the word, 
"persons" for "slaves" as more conformable to the Consti- 
tution. Calhoun, in a tone, of impenousness, demanded the 
object of the motion. It could be with no other object thaB 
to deny the rights of the South in regard to their slaves, and 
■he should iiite to know if there was more than one man on 
that floor who held such views. Archer, and Berrien, and 
King, and Preston followed, in the same sti'ain. Preston 
denied that slaves were persons, in any sense ; they were 
property, and to be treated as property, -and he Regretted 
that the fathers of the Constitution had been so fastidious in 
avoiding the term slaves. Porter remained firm, and mar- 
velled at the sudden discovery that the language of the Con- 
Btitution was a firebrand; but finally, seeing himself sup- 
ported by not a single northern Senator, he unfortunately 
yielded to the entreaties of his venerable ^colleague. Gover- 
nor Woodbridge, and withdrew his motion. So, the resoiu- 
tion was adopted, unanimously. 

The President replied, Jan. 20, coramuaicating the docU' 
ments received, and saying that the Secretary of State was 
to prepare a despatch to our Minister at London " without 
delay." ■ Some rettiarks were again made by ilis slavehold- 
ers, no northern Senator saying a word. On the ISth of 
Feb., the subject was again introduced, by the slaveholders, 
in cotinectioifi with the <5luims on Mexico, no noitherh Sena- 
tor oWenng a word. On tlie — -— of Feb,, Mr. Walker, of 
Mississippi, raoved another resolution of inquiry, which :<Ys& 
-adopted -ic northern Senator saying a word. . The President, 



in i*6ply, coinvnmiicatod Mv. Weibster's Isit'tei' df ivjstructiioMS' 
to Mr. Everett, ' our Miniaier at London, concerning tbis 
case. This letter waa read, and called forth the toost ecsta- 
tic eulogiuma from the slaveholding Senators, no northerly 
Senator saying a word ! 

Mr. Webster's letter next requires to be considered. It 
bears date Jan. 29, 1842, and after a brief recital of the facta, 
uays, " The British Government cannot but see that this 
case, as presented in these papers, is one calUng loudly for 
-redresG." He says, the slaves are "recognized as property 
by the Constitution "of the United States in those States in 
"which slavery exists." It would be difficult for Mr. Web- 
ster to substantiate this assertion. He says it was "the 
plain and obvious duty of the authorities at Nassau" to assist 
the Consul "in putting an end to the captivity of the master 
and crew," [a full admission that they were brought to Nas- 
-sau in "captivity" to their masters, the negroes,] which they 
did — " restoring to them the control of the vessel," Vv'hich 
they did-—" and enabling them to resume their voyage," — 
which they did — " and to take the mutineers and murderer's 
■to their own country, to answer for their crimes before the 
proper tribunal." This last they did ^iot do, and our own 
Government had just set an example in the case of the Amis- 
tad " mutineers and murdei'ers." Where, then, is the com- 
plaint 1 However, Mr. Webster says, " if the facts turn out 
as stated," in the papers sent, " this Government thinks it a 
clear case for indemnilication," on the ground that the au- 
thorities " did actually interfere to set free the slaves, and to 
enable them to disperse themselves beyond the reach of 
their owners." We have seen exactly what this interfer- 
ence was. But Mr. Webster asks, " What right had the 
British authorities to inquire into the cargo of the vessej; or 
the condition of the persons on board 1 TheSe persons 
might be slaves for life ; they roight be slaves for a term of 
years, uuder a system of apprenticeship; they might be 
bound to service by rheir own voluntary act ; they might be 
in confinement for crimes committed; thiey might be prison- 
ers of war; or they might be free. How could the British 
authorities look into and decide any of these qxieatione ? Or, 
indeed, what duty or pov/er, according to the principtes of 
national intercourse, had they to inquire at all 1" To this 
it might be replied, that they did not attempt to inquire, but 
let each one decide and act for himself, refusing to allow one 
part of the persons on board to exercise violence in depriv- 
ing the other 'claea of liberty. Mr. Webstei' further refers 



to M"if-€'V.U;v>uu'as;<a3olUtious, go ca1.1e£^.,/iB .She. Senate in 1840, 
^sg " resolutions nuaiiimoudy adopted by sho,!, body," and re- 
.qi,iir«3 Mr. Evtjrett, m aU ^feia " coHKaunicatbns witii Hesi- 
Majesty's Govemmeui;," to "seek td impress it with a full 
conviction of 'tha dangerous imjm-tame- to iho peace of tho two 
countries, of oecunences of this Idad, aiad ih^ddwate nsture 
of the queBtioiig to v/hlch they give rise." other words, 
he was to hinx sigiiiiicautly towsirds a threat of war, on ac- 
count of these slaves. 

Ther?i ia an important authority against this claim, that 
has aofc been noticed in the whole of this controversy. It is 
an official opinion given Dec. 6, 1831, on requisition of the 
Secretary of State, by Mr. Taney, then Attorney General, 
but now Chief Justice of the United Statea. It originated 
in an application of a Mr. Brooks, "to ascertain whether the 
right of property in a slave, employed as a seaman, on board 
of a British raercbantTOan, would be protected by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States." Mr. Ta>-(ey says, 

" The laws of the several States, made in the exercise of 
their constitutional powers, are unquestionably a part of the 
laws of this country, to the extent of the tersitory on which 
they operate. If, therefore, by the laws of any of the States, 
a slave becomes free as soon as he is brought within the 
limits of the State ; and a slave belonging to a British sub- 
ject, and employed as a seaman on board a British merehant 
vessel, is fmmd within the limits of the State, and is there- 
take-}:> by the State authorities from the possessioB of his own- 
and declared to be free, the General Government is un- 
der no obligation to interfere in behalf of the master, and he 
has no right to call on the United States to support him in 
his claim of property, it is, perhaps, unnecessary now to 
Inquire whether the United States could by treaty, control 
the several States in the exercise of this power. I think 
they could not. But the decision of that question ia not ma- 
terial in the present state of things j for there is no conflict 
between the stipulations in the treaty and the laws ofT the 
several States which forbid the introduction of slaves within, 
their limits, and declare ghat persoas of that description, 
v/hen introduced, Bhall be free."" 

Bat Mr. Webster concedes away hia whole case, when he 
says, 

"1^, indeed^ without unfriendly interference-, and: notwith- 
Btanding the fulfilment of all their duties of comity m\& m- 
oiatan-sa by these assthctics, the master of the vessel could not 
retain tlie ^psrsm^^ ^xvmt tlmr tscaps, then it tsmdd hs a 



differmt. question dUogetkcr, whetlmr resort dOuM do' 'had i& 
British irihmmht or die power of fcl-ie Goj/evnmeiit in my of 
ila branchets to compel their apprehenaion and restoration." 

It was the withdravml of the afjsistanco of the British au- 
thorities that disabled thoownersii om preventing the escape 
of the negroes. An able article waa publiehed in the Vir- 
ginia papers, written by Conway E,obinsoTi, Esq., an ein'- 
nent lawyer of that State, proving from the decisions of 
British Courts, and particularly from the great case of Forbea 
vs. Cochrane, where Judge Hehroyd laid down the law thuei 
— " The law of slavery is a law in invtt'a<qi [against the will 
of the subject,] and when a party gets out of the tenitorf 
where it prevails, and out ot the power of bis master, ami 
gets under the protection of another power, mthmt any 
wrongful act dwie by iJie party giviTig that jprotccimt, the right 
of the master, which is founded on the municipal law of the 
particular place only, does not continue." 

Of the multitude of able and eloquent comments of nevrs- 
papers on Mr. Webster's letter, space is afforded only to a . 
single extract from the London Times : 

" We do not doubt that he feels the difficulty of his tasl?, — i 
we believe he is alive to the audacity of requiring that Eng- 
lish magistrates should admioister American law on English 
territory. His tone is not that of a man who thinks hisnself 
ia the right. But he finds it necessary to avoid drawing 
down on his own head and that of the American Executive 
all that raving of Mr. Calhoun and his friends which at pre- 
sent fiiids a. more innocuous vent in the direction of Great 
Britain. And with this viiew he has had to write a letier 
which shall have about it enough display of argument;, and 
menace, to satisfy these warmer spirits, without abscluteiy 
closing the door against reconciliation, or palpably making a 
fool of himself in the eyes of the British Minister. If these 
are his objects, his letter deserves much credit for the ingen- 
uity with which he has accomplished them. In the first he 
seems to have been completely successful, " Mr. Walke? 
expressed his gratitude at the tone and principle of the in- 
structions. Mr. Calhoun had heard the documenta read wiJls 
great pleasure. The argument occupied the whole grctind, 
and coming from the source it did, it would put, he hoped, 
a5i end to this dangerous and unpleasant controvei"&y."— 
Judging: from the cogency of Mr. Webster's argumients, as 
they appear to us, we can only comprehend this excess of 
satisfaxition in thos^o iir whose bchal£th&y are adduced, lipoi!; 
the swppcsitioa that--^Ii5safs;-,Calhou3[>:- aisd' Goi afe shai^r' 
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^T^QUgH tp soQ . tow tit)© real merits of the matter stands aoti' 
i|,re.Q^ctualiy suicpri^.ed tojfilnd how much cau be eaidibr them ; 
Kli,«iJ^e^>?/m9er, iu a famous law suit; from whom, the. speech 
, of hia o,wa; able counsel is said to have elicited^ the incautious 
^^ulati(m> that ' he had never known ho was such aii hon* 
m'lUi bpfove.! Of this, we wish Mr. Webster joy." 

TbOifapility with which JVIr^ Webstes speaks of Madison 
Washington, and his associates as " mtineers and murder* 
eta" might w^U feel rebuked by i! . iHjmarks of Chief Jus- 
. tiqe :MarphpJT,;iu th»^ case of Thomas Nalh, alias Kobbins, 
an imp^ssed seaman, who was demanded of our Govefn- 
m^entii while , Jay's treaty was imforce, on a charge of mur- 
der, "i The act," he isaid, " of impressing an American, is an- 
actdof lawless, violence. The con^ement on board a vessel'. 
is:a continuance of that violence, and an additional outrage^ 
pepitb, committed within the United States, in resisting'Such 
violence, would not have been murder, and the person giving, 
tbe-wuud could not have been treated as a murderer. — 
Thpmtts Nash was only, to have been delivered up to justice 
on such evidence as ' hud the fact been committedin the United^ 
BtaSe^t^rfpsAA have been sufficient to have induced his com- 
mitment *ind trial for murder.' " 

Mr^ Webster's affirmation that slaves are* treated as pro- 
peity, by the Pederal GoveiTiment, in the States, guarded 
and almost deceptive as it is, is yet palpably contradicted ^by 
tba uniform' decisions of Congress wi^ regard' to ail claims^ 
of payment for slaves who have beennmpressed or otherwise ■ 
bipu^t into die public service, and*killed ot lost. The case 
ot'Mariguy I). Auterive, which wras before Congress almost 
t£;n,^ear!3> and finally quashed in- 1828, is well known to Mn 
Wdbstor, and is conclusive on Uiis 'he^ 

l!he,case of the Creole was brought into the negotiation' 
tetween Mr. Webster and I»ord.A8hburton, which resulted 
io- the <treaty of .Washington, Th^e is no record 'of these 
iiipgQ^ations known to the world; except some letters, which 
appear to. have been written after the whole business was 
i}ewed>^d y/ritten On a mutual understanding! that they 
v&CQ written for the ** outside people/' Mr. Webster's let' 
fcar on the Creole bears date Aug. 1, 1842. It is long and 
ingenious, but the; poidt which he elaborates mtb the great- 
est o^^re, j'Sf " thati by the comity of i the- law of nations, and 
the pKietice<oC modem Jimes/ merchant vessels entering^opea^ 
porta fll^othqr natioE»-^&T the puTpiaesc^ trade, uro prpsumed 
to.j^.aQowed tOfb with toenii^d t& retain for their tm>> 
t^tfii^ gpTetnmejSti^ thd Juiikitcdoit and Ittws of uiea* 



own country.*'' Iffence hk^nfera that jerspns on board aw-; 
American ship*, being slaves wliile on toe high Boaa, are also 
slaves in^a British port, although they would be free, as he 
aidmits, if they were to touch the land. While elaborately 
constructing this argumeut, he admits what Beems 'to us tft 
deprive it of all value to him, namely, that a State may je^* 
declare arich of its laws as it pleases to extend over its 'own 
wateriS. Now We take it to be distinctly the law of Eiigland' 
that slaivery can exist no, more in its waters than qu its solid, 
land ; and we think an attena4)t to make a distinction betweent 
the two is- utterly unwarranted and futile. According to Mr. 
Webster's argument, an American vessel might retain her, 
slaves at London Bridge. What Englishman, knowing slaves 
to be iu her, would nut immediately apply for a writ oS^Ma-. 
beas Cdrpns) and' triumphantly efibct their liberation 1 

The» roost surprising part of the whole is its effect uppn . 
the British Ambassador, as disclosed by the tone in which. 
Lord* AshburtoiJ replies to it. He entirely evades the argu- 
ment, with an appearance of timidity for which we arfir sure- 
there could have been no grounds; while the absence of aijy 
adequate enunciation of British. law, or declaration of BritisbT 
feelingj in; reference t& freedom, gives a suspicious andiUQ-^ 
satisfwtovy aspect, to the following passage : 

" til the mexntiino, I can engage timt iii:)tnictioiij< shall be given to di* 
Govemors of Hbp Miypsty'i colonieB on the southern borders of the Dnited' 
States to pxpcute their own laws with c«reful iiltention to the wish of their 
Government to tnaiAtMiri good' neighborhood, nnd ihnt there shnil ba natnS;^ 
cious interference with American ve9.^eJs driven by accident or by violaatsa 
into those ports. Th* la ws "and d Ikies of- hoapitaHty ^hall be executed ; at:«5 
these 8eem> neither to require nor to justify any further ii}t]ui»ition into 
state of pernons or things on board of veisels-so situated, than may be iiidi»- 
pensable to enforce the observance of the ^municipal law of the colony, and. 
tbo pmper regulHtion of its harbors and waters."' • ' 

This concession or pledgOj excited the greatest dissatfa- 
faction in England, was discussed with much earnestness and 
severity in botli Houses of Parliament, and for a long time 
stood' in the way of the legislation necessary for carrying out 
the treaty. 

In the Amerifcan Senate, the debates on' the ratification of 
the ^eaty show that this concession was deemed of great in> 
portance. The following extract from the speech of Mr. Oal' 
noun, may serve as a specimen of their exultation : 

•* In tfc* first plnce, the bi^iid principles of the law of iKitions, on whkib Ip 
pTaoRi niir right in bis resoliitioiis, hive been clearly 8tat<>d and eowJlariinlj 
vindicated in \hc very able letter of the Si-cretary of $tate.' wbirh bea streKgtbr 
e&ed our cause not a little, as well frora tu intrinsic merit as the i)n«rter from 
«bicbitaome4. IiV the next place, we buye'an explicit recugititioft of ll» 
principles' for which we 'eonteiKl, in the anawer of Lord Ashbimprf, w&tf e»- 
pfMsiy say*, ^t " on tixt ptrntstnonl {sriaoiple* affectitig tlnd^kM** <tki^ 



'i'^) "i1;oy clhTor'," and tliat 5s, followed by " on-engfiga?nenJttli»t., 

' /'.M. , ^ ^a!' v~ tho (Soveraoi^,'' &c.> as aboVe.' ' " ' ' " 

'.: (..: L.;. , . , v ; ,j-ri by cia'Execulivo, nccompnnied by tteeipteM 

c . r !l 0 i i. . ; ',: through iha Si»crelary ofiState. To.idltniBit 
iri,v,. b.^. i\ i;' (L 't?,at t.isuraiices are given by the British negosistor, of 

i'h hc-.na'i thvt iiiui .unangemenJ may bo made of the Bubjec'c by poiitiva 
rapujaiio-,:, i.i Lohdoi;. iiuch ia itia state in which the negot-iKtioa Ibtt's left 
ihu auUjfc'c. ~ ' ' ' ■ 

"Here again lie would! repeat, tliat sach stipulations in tho treaty itftelf 
would have b«en preferable. But who can deny, when ho compares the stats 
of the facts, afs tliey 8tood before and since the close of this negotiation, that- 
Vila have gaine<i"largely gninctl"~-in reference to thia important subject t 
I» tliexe no difference, he would aslt, between a stern and peremptory denial 
of our ri^ht, on the broad and the insulting ground assumed by Lord raloi* 
erstui!), and it-s explicit recognition by Lord Ashburton '/ — none in tbct. pledge 
that instructions should be given to guard against the rccurrenco of such cases, 
and a positive denial that we had suSered no wrong or insult, nor had any 
righfi ta compiain ?-^none between a final closing of all negqtiation, and 
a strong assurance of a Anal adjustment of tiie subject by satisfactory ar- 
nsngement by treaty? And would it ba wise or prudent on our part, to 
reject what baa been gained, because all has not been 1 As to himself 
1(9 must say, that at the time he moved his resolutions, he little bop6d, 
in the short space of two years, to obtain what has already. been gained; 
and that be regarded the pros/pect of a final and satisfactory adjustmeat, at 
no distant day, of this subject, »o vital in its principles to h's constituents and 
tbe whole Sauth, as for niore probable than he then did ihife explicit tecogni- 
, don of the principles for which be contended. In the mean time ho feit M- 
sured tiie engagement given by the British negotiator would be fulSlled in 
good fiiith ; and that the hazard of collision betw^n the countne», and tha 
disturbance of their peace rmd friendship, has passed away, as f&r bs i{ de- 
ponds on this dangerous subject. But iPiin this he. should unfortunately he 
snistaken, we should stand on much more solid ground in defehce of our rights, 
in consequsuce of what has been gained ; as there wo?ild then be superadded 
broken fftJih to the violation of the laws of nations." > 

The sincerity of this exultation on ihe pert of the slave- 
iiolders may be seen in the vote on the oratification af the 
Ireaty. Notwithstandiag the detennination declared by the 
press and ]jy Senators^ not to allow the boundary question to 
"be settled without indemnity for the past and security for 
the future, in cases like that of the Creole, the treaty was 
ratified, as appears by the record. On the question to agree 
tbieretOf It was decided , in the afiirmative : Yeas ^9, nays 9. 

Those who voted in the affirmative are— 

Ilessra. Arches, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Callioun, 
Choate, Clayton, Crafts, Crittenden, Cuthbeit, Dgmon, 
Evans, Fulton, Graham, Henderson,^ Huntington, Kerr, 
King, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, 
Preston, itives, Sevierj Simmons, Smith,^of Indiana, Spiragae, 
Tallraadge, Tappan, Walker^ White, Woodbridge, Wbod- 
bary, Wright, Yoting. . : . . 

Those who voted in the negative are-^ ^ ' 

Messrs." Alleii, Bagby, Benton, Bsichatiaie, Cosirad,;Lin», 
Smith, of Cottnecticut, Sturgeon, jV^ilUams. , . : ^ 



